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RA Working Committee <workingcom@auroville.services> Sat, Mar 11, 2023 at 3:37 PM
To: rathishkanna79@gmail.com, ramanaa.balakrishnan@thehindu.co.in, boscodominique@gmail.com,
toieditorial@timesgroup.com, toimum@rediffmail.com, editor@expressindia.com, indianexpress2000@hotmail.com,
pdyeditor@dt.co.in, santosh.sahu@timesgroup.com
Cc: Working Committee RA <workingcom@auroville.services>

Dear Editors,

We have received notice of an email written by the Officer on Special Duty of the Auroville Foundation and addressed
to the editors of leading newspapers. We wish to point out some factual and legal errors in the statement conscious of
the fact that the matter is pending further adjudication before the Madras High Court.

In the said email, the said OSD claims that the “Order” dated 6.5.2022 passed by the OSD himself, had suspended
the Working of the Residents Assembly till further updation of the Register of Residents. At the outset, it is brought to
the notice of one and all that the Residents Assembly of Auroville and their Working Committee are statutory bodies
under the Auroville Foudnation Act, 1988 (‘AVF Act) and no Officer on Special Duty can “suspend” them without any
enabling provision in the AVF act itself.

The Working Committee of the Residents Assembly had challenged this so called “order” before the Madras High
Court. The learned Single Judge of the Madras High Court had allowed WP 14707 of 2022 by judgment dated
12.8.2022. Therefore, the “order” was declared to be without jurisdiction. The judgment dated 12.8.2022 was taken on
appeal by the Auroville Foundation before the division bench of the High Court led by the Chief Justice who was
pleased to stay the judgment of the single judge pending hearing of WP 1362 of 2022. It is patently false and incorrect
to state that there was any “affirmation” of the said order by the single judge or the division bench of the Madras High
Court. An application to vacate the stay has been filed and is pending hearing by the division bench of the High Court.
Moreover, it is highly irresponsible that an officer of the Auroville Foundation should seek to rely on the findings of a
judgement that has been stayed on their own application by the Hon’ble Madras High Court pending further hearing
since that judgement had also found his “Order” dated 6.5.2022 to be completely illegal and without jurisdiction.

Further, the OSD refers to the RoR updation process being undertaken by the Auroville Foundation. This process has
purportedly been ongoing since May 2022. The Auroville Foundation has not been able to publish and verify a
list of 3000 odd residents over a period of 8 months. As has been pointed out to the Court, this process is nothing
but a method of dividing the community and an attempt at institutional capture of independent statutory bodies by the
officials of the Auroville Foundation without any authority of law.

As regards the residents who are not residing in Auroville, it is brought to the notice of all that the admission and
termination of Aurovilians in the register of Residents is the sole prerogative of the Residents Assembly of Auroville
and the Auroville Foundation Secretariat has no role in that. They are within the rights to bring to the notice of the
Working Committee of the Residents Assembly any discrepancy of status in the Register of Residents but their
removal will require the approval of the Residents’ Assembly. The relevant statutory provision of the AVF Act reads as
follows:

19. Functions of Residents’ Assembly.— (1) The Resident‟s Assembly shall perform such functions as are
required by this Act and shall advise the Governing Board in respect of all activities relating to the residents of
Auroville.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the foregoing powers, the Residents‟ Assembly may—

(a) allow the admission or cause the termination of persons in the register of residents in accordance with the
regulations made under section 32;…

In terms of the above provisions, the Residents Assembly with the approval of the Governing Board of Auroville has
framed the Auroville Foundation (Admission and Termination) Regulations 2020. These regulations make it clear
that the investigation and removal of any Aurovilian from the register of residents can be done only by the Termination
Committee appointed by the Residents’ Assembly. Despite repeated requests, the Auroville Foundation has refused
to publish the Register of Residents or details of the process by which the so called investigation and verification is
being undertaken.

Furthermore, the 7 members of the Working Committee mentioned in the said email have no authority to represent
the Residents of Auroville since none of them have the mandate of the Residents’ Assembly. It might be pertinent to
note that that the 3 members have never had any mandate of the Residents’ Assembly and were co-opted by the
other 4 members after unilaterally dismissing the 3 other members of the Working Committee of the Residents
Assembly. The recognition granted to those 7 named individuals by the Auroville Foundation does not and cannot
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clothe them with any powers to represents the Residents Assembly of Auroville. The relevant statutory provision
reads as follows:

20. Working Committee of Residents’ Assembly.—

(1) There shall be a Working Committee of the Residents’ Assembly which shall assist the Residents’
Assembly or, as the case may be, the Governing Board, in discharging its duties under this Act.

(2) The Working Committee shall consist of not more than seven members to be chosen by the
Residents’ Assembly from among themselves.

(3) The manner of choosing the members of the Working Committee and their term of office shall be
such as may be decided by the Residents‟ Assembly.

Therefore, it is made clear that there is only one Working Committee of the Residents’ Assembly that has been
selected in accordance with the statutory provisions of the AVF Act, which is the one issuing the present statement.
The Act envisages no other process for the selection and recognition of the Working Committee of the Residents’
Assembly.

Please feel free to contact us if you require any further clarification.

Sincerely,

The Working Committee selected by the Residents' Assembly of the Auroville Foundation
Aravinda Maheshwari, Chali Grinnell, Hemant Lamba, Ilayabharathy Somasundaram, Maël Shanti Vidal, Sauro
Mezzetti, Valli Senthilkumar
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