
Dear Dena and Jayantiji,

We are writing in support of the letter sent to you by the Matrimandir executives. We agree

that the performance of Krishna Das at the Matrimandir Amphitheatre was not a suitable

choice.

1. The Matrimandir is not a place for hosting religious activities of any kind, as the Mother has

clearly indicated, anywhere in Auroville particularly at the centre (see references below)

2. Since Auroville’s inauguration the Amphitheatre set its own tone under the Mother's

direction and has been carried by a very different atmosphere and purpose. We all have,

despite our shortcomings, tried to respect and uphold this. Neither during Auroville’s

inauguration, nor during the foundation of the Matrimandir or since, have such events taken

place there.The Dawn Fire and other programmes which are live streamed always maintain the

dignity and aspiration of the place.

3. The event attracted thousands of people who did not come for the Mother or Sri Aurobindo

or Auroville but for Krishna Das. It was a very large crowd who apparently had no knowledge or

regard for the place.

4. However, all those who came knew well they were expected to respect the place and do their

dancing at Unity Pavilion. Nothing was respected. No announcement was made asking the

crowd to refrain and Krishna Das himself refused to make any announcement.

5. We do not believe in boycotts. If this event was in the hope of bringing those people

together, that did not happen. Instead, it was a free concert for those who have nothing to do

with Auroville, nor any respect for the place. Alternative spaces like in the Bharat Nivas

Auditorium or in the sports field would have been a far better option.

6. The Mother specified that the Matrimandir and its gardens are to be an isolated zone,

eventually on an island, accessible only with permission to maintain a space of meditative

concentration and an experience of Consciousness. We want to welcome and see events

nurtured in that spirit.

The event has been felt as a violation of Matrimandir, a disrespect towards the Mother and a

misuse of the Soul of Auroville, the Park of Unity in the Peace area. Videos of wild dancing with

Matrimandir in the backdrop are unfortunately already being exploited on social media which

sends out a wrong message.



Therefore, with due respect and with a prayer, we request that in future, all events in the

Matrimandir Peace Area are held as per the Mother's guidelines and with the agreement of the

Executives and Aurovilians concerned.

That said, we appreciate the ongoing Spiritual Summit and look forward to collaborating with

you in manifesting Mother's Auroville.

Sincerely,

Anu, Arun, Partha, Selvaraj, Srimoyi

members, The Working Committee

A few references:

May 1970 : During the course of several 'Aspiration Talks', Mother formulated a statement on

Auroville and religions. Part of it reads:

Auroville is for those who want to live a life essentially divine but renounce all religions whether

they be ancient, modern, new or future. […]

Our research will not be a search effected by mystic means. It is in life itself that we wish to find

the Divine. And it is through this discovery that life can be transformed.

5th October 1972 : Madhav Pandit wrote to Shyamsundar recounting a conversation he had

with the Mother:

Regarding 'Durga Puja' at the centre: Mother does not at all approve of any kind of religious

ceremonies in connection with this or any other doing.

Mother is definite that religion in whatever form has no place in Auroville.

(This statement was later approved by Mother for publication in a modified form)

The Mother does not approve of any kind of religious ceremony in connection with any religious

festival.

19th March 1973 : Mother on Auroville

"Here we do not have religion. We replace religion by the spiritual life, which is truer, deeper

and higher at the same time, that is to say, closer to the Divine. For the Divine is everything, but

we are not conscious of it. This is the immense progress that man must make


