
An attempt, from an arboriculturist’s point of view, at a neutral reply to the project communicated 
by the GB ATDC to mark the trees within Auroville. (I have forwarded this to them too) 

I would like to bring to people’s attention that over 26,000 trees have already been surveyed within 
Auroville and plotted on a plan to an accuracy of about 2 centimetres, without damaging a single 
tree. Yes, more needs to be done, but properly. We have the means and know-how here. 

 

Figure 1 A brief representation of some currently surveyed vegetation 

I don’t know what the intended outcome of the survey mentioned by the GB ATDC is but marking 
and numbering trees isn’t very useful information. The method used is certainly not standard except 
in substandard environments. It may also be more informative to plot areas instead of individual 
trees. If just the number of trees is required, then using remote sensing is also more efficient. 
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Figure 2 Example of tree marking in AV commissioned by the GB ATDC. For 
more photos click here 

 

In the latest newsletter from the International Society of Tropical Foresters I had submitted a brief 
article regarding surveying trees for development purposes (it is one of the services that I provide for 
which I have both education and experience with). The article is on page 6 here. I have personally 
surveyed over 2000 trees in Auroville using this method with some projects being directly with the 
TDC in 2020. So, this is not new for Auroville. 

If the intent of the project is to identify the trees, a team from Delhi will not be able to do this as 
they will only recognise some species. It is clear that more information regarding the flora of the 
area is required for people to get an idea of why many people feel that it is important to conserve.  

The World Wildlife Fund has this to say about it: link. And they have forwarded the work to be 
updated to here. And finally, The characteristics, representativeness, function and conservation 
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importance of tropical dry evergreen forest on India’s Coromandel Coast from the Journal of 
Threatened Taxa is another source of information worth considering. 

Regarding whether this marking method does or not lasting harm to the trees: this is essentially 
partial girdling. Full girdling around a stem will always kill a tree (or at least the stem or branch 
separated from the roots by the damage). Partial girdling will affect the tree more or less depending 
on the severity of the damage, the type of tree, its current health and the environment that it is in or 
will shortly be in (such as if the summer is about to come, as it is currently). It is a practice generally 
avoided unless you want to damage or kill a tree. 

Please state the intent for the project and please specify what you mean by Galaxy Master Plan as 
there is no record of this document. If you have it, please send it to me as a timeline is being worked 
on to present what documents exist regarding Auroville planning, from 1965 up to now, to clarify 
things. 

I would like to suggest that you, being in the position that you are (supported by money and power) 
could do a lot of positive things, but that would require identifying and working on what people can 
agree on first rather than focusing on doing things that divide the community. 

I would also request that you stop this work until the intent is clearly communicated and an 
appropriate method is identified to achieve that intent, if it is found that the intent has value. 

Requesting accountability and progress, 

Island Lescure, consulting arborist 
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