
Some Glimpses of Mother’s Auroville
by Gilles Guigan

1)     Auroville was launched by the Mother   17 years after Sri Aurobindo’s mahasamadhi. Though
most disciples recognised Mother spontaneously as what she truly is, some disciples found it
very difficult to accept that a foreign lady could be Sri Aurobindo’s shakti. To try and convince
them, Sri Aurobindo wrote a booklet “The Mother” and wrote a number of messages such as:

“The Mother and I are one and equal. Also she is supreme here [in the Asram] and has the right to
arrange the work as she thinks best for the work, no one has any right or claim or proprietorship
over any work that may be given him. The Asram is the Mother’s creation and would not have
existed but for her, the work she does is her creation and has not been given to her and cannot be
taken from her. Try to understand this elementary truth, if you want to have any right relation or
attitude towards the Mother.” (Sri Aurobindo, The Mother and letters on the Mother,
pp. 82-83)

“Mother and I are one but in two bodies; there is no necessity for both the bodies to do the same
thing always. On the contrary, as we are one it is quite sufficient for one to sign, just as it is quite
sufficient for one to go down to receive Pranam or give meditation.”

(Sri Aurobindo, The Mother with letters on the Mother, p. 82.)

“The Mother and myself stand for the same Power in two forms — so the perception in the dream
was perfectly logical. Ishwara-Shakti, Purusha-Prakriti are only the two sides of the one Divine
(Brahman).”     (Sri Aurobindo, The Mother with letters on the Mother, p. 126.)

“There is one force only, the Mother’s force — or, if you like to put it like that, the Mother is Sri
Aurobindo’s Force.”        (Sri Aurobindo,  The Mother with letters on the Mother, p.
105.)

2) Sri Aurobindo and Mother’s revolutionary spiritual work is in part  about the  divinisation of
matter – bringing a divine life  on earth.  For life on earth to be divinely transformed,  every
human activity  has to become a field of yoga. This is why, from the outset Mother wanted
industrial, commercial, farming and all sorts of other activities to be taken up at the Ashram as
fields of yoga. This applies even more to Auroville and explains why a large variety of activities
developed in it.

“Till the birth of Sri Aurobindo, religions and spiritualities were always centred on past
figures, and they were showing as “the goal” the negation of life upon earth.

So, you had a choice between two alternatives: either
 a  life  in  this  world  with  its  round  of  petty  pleasures  and  pains,  joys  and

sufferings, threatened by hell if you were not behaving properly, or 
 an escape into another world, heaven or paradise...

Between these two there is nothing much to choose.
Sri Aurobindo has told us that this was a fundamental mistake which accounts for the

weakness and degradation of India. It was sufficient to sap all energy out of the country.
True, India is the only place in the world which is still aware that something else than

matter  exists.  The  other  countries  have  quite  forgotten  it:  Europe,  America  and
elsewhere.... That is why she still has a message to preserve and deliver to the world. But
at present she is splashing and floundering in the muddle.

Sri Aurobindo has shown that the truth does not lie in running away from earthly life
but in remaining in it, to transform it, divinise it so that the Divine can manifest HERE, in
this PHYSICAL WORLD.”            (Mother, 31.3.1967, Mother India,
August 1967)

3) Auroville was not at all conceived as ‘another Ashram’. Sri Aurobindo and Mother wrote on the
specificity  of  Sri Aurobindo’s Yoga and Ashram. Moreover,  Mother wanted Auroville to be
very different from Sri Aurobindo Ashram; she even told Satprem: “It is not at all the same
thing.”

Regarding the difference between the Ashram and Auroville, on 10.11.1969, Mother said:
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“There is no fundamental difference in the attitude towards the future and towards the
service of the Divine. But the people of the Ashram are considered to have consecrated
their lives to Yoga (except, of course, the students who are here only for their studies and
whom one never asks to make a choice in life). Whereas in Auroville, the simple goodwill
to  make  a  collective  experiment  for  the  progress  of  humanity  is  sufficient  to  gain
admittance.”

4) There is no record of Mother saying that all Aurovilians should be bhaktas (doing the yoga of
devotion) though Bhakti Yoga is obviously a component of Sri Aurobindo’s Integral Yoga and
hence  of  Auroville’s  yoga.  As  divinising  matter  is  one  of  Auroville’s  main  aims,  the
Aurovilian’s main focus is mainly on  Karma Yoga. Mother’s last  (hand-written) message to
Auroville is:

“Auroville is created to realise the ideal of Sri Aurobindo who taught us the Karma yoga.
Auroville is for those who want to do the Yoga of work.

To live in Auroville, means to do the Yoga of work. So all Aurovilians must take up a
work and do it as Yoga.”                 (Mother, hand-written, 27.3.1973)

“Why do men want to worship?
It is much better to become than to worship.
It is the laziness to change which makes one worship.”1

  (Mother, 24.6.1969)

5)  Auroville’s stated aims are “an effective human unity” and “peace upon earth”. Mother said the
later would come through the former. The only way this collective aim can be achieved is by
finding  one’s  “inner  being”,  “identifying  with  the  Divine  within”  and  becoming  “willing
servitors of the Divine consciousness.” Then and then only will we be ONE in the Divine and
our aim of human unity achieved.

As this collective endeavour is so extremely difficult that it has never been achieved anywhere,
Mother wanted us to transform simultaneously ourselves (which is our individual yoga) and our
environment (social  and physical)  so that it  becomes ever  more favourable to our individual
transformation (this is our collective yoga).

The  main programs for the  transformation of Auroville’s social environment are: 1) nurturing
Auroville’s  unique  atmosphere,  “the  Spirit  of  Auroville”,  2)  Education,  3)  Economy,
Organisation/Governance,  4) Conditions  for  living  in  Auroville,  5) Communication  with the
outside world.

The prime function of the transformation of Auroville’s physical environment (which 50 years
ago was an almost totally barren plateau) is to make it able to host of up to 50,000 volunteers in
an  environment  which  is  favourable  to  both  their  individual  transformation  and  to  the
transformation of their community’s social transformation.

Again,  these  3  transformations  need  to  take  place  side-by-side.  Increasing  the  number  of
inhabitants (by building more accommodations) without any progress in the transformation of
the individuals and in the quality of their society would result in another ordinary town.

6)     The Ashram and, even more so, Auroville are meant to become symbolic representations of  
humanity’s diversity (at all levels, ethnically, culturally, in terms of human type, etc.) so that,
through the transformation of their respective inmates, humanity itself becomes transformed:

Excerpts from a letter, dated 31.10.1935 from Sri Aurobindo to a person who wondered why
there was no lack of friction and conflict between members of his Ashram:

“It is necessary or rather inevitable that in an Asram which is a “laboratory” [...] for a
spiritual  and  supramental  Yoga,  humanity  should  be  variously  represented.  For  the
problem  of  transformation  has  to  deal  with  all  sorts  of  elements  favourable  and
unfavourable. The same man indeed carries in him a mixture of these two things. If only

1  Later Mother added the following comment: “One may not worship only on the condition of changing, for
there are many who want both not to change and not to worship also!”
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sattwic and cultured men came for the Yoga, men without very much of the vital difficulty
in them, then because the difficulty of the vital element in terrestrial nature has not been
faced and overcome, it might well be that the endeavour would fail.”

(Sri Aurobindo, Letters on Himself and the Ashram, p. 600.)

“Ours is a problem of world-change. People here are an epitome of the world. Each one
represents a type of humanity. If he is changed, it means a victory for all who belong to
this type and thus a great achievement for our work. But for this change a constant will is
required. If that will is there, lots of things can be done for the man.”

(Sri Aurobindo speaking of his Ashram on 10.12.1938, noted by Nirodbaran in his Talks with Sri Aurobindo, Vol. I, p. 5.)

On 8.11.1960, during one of their conversations, Mother told Satprem that she is well aware that
some people are criticising her:

“I’m even told that there are some people who shouldn’t be in the Ashram. My reply is
that the whole world should be in the Ashram!

But as I cannot contain the whole world, I have to contain at least one representative of
each type.”    (Mother’s Agenda)

On 20.9.1960, speaking of the Ashram, Mother told Satprem:

“If  he [Pandit-ji]  imagines  for one moment  that  I  believe  all  the people here [at  the
Ashram] are doing sadhana, he is grossly mistaken!

The idea is that the earth as a whole must be prepared in all its forms, including even
those least ready for the transformation. There must be a symbolic representation of all
the  elements  on  earth  upon which  we  can work  to  establish  the  link.  The  earth  is  a
symbolic representation of the universe, and the group is a symbolic representation of the
earth.”

(Mother’s Agenda)

On 4.4.1972, during one of  their  conversations,  Mother  spoke to Shyam Sunder  and Roger
Anger about “undesirable” people in Auroville:

Roger: The question in our minds, Mother, was to know whether you saw these people as being
useful in providing Auroville with a certain type of difficulty.

“No! Certainly not! No, no, I don’t favour deliberately adding difficulties! I know they
come for... But they shouldn’t be invited – on the contrary. They shouldn’t. Things should
be made as easy as possible. Only, we shouldn’t be ruffled by difficulty, that’s the point. I
am not at all saying that difficulties should be accepted – don’t invite them at all, at all, at
all; life is difficult enough as it is! But when a difficulty comes, you must take heart and
face it courageously.”           (Mother, Mother’s Agenda, XIII, pp. 129-36; Shyam Sunder, Down Memory Lane,
pp. 154-55.)

Read a lot more on this point in my compilation on “The Ashram and, even more so, Auroville are meant to be
symbolic representations of humanity’s diversity for India and humanity to be transformed through their inmates.”

7) Regarding Mother’s conditions for living in Auroville:

It is interesting to note that Mother’s views evolved along the years.

On 19.6.1967, Mother wrote her first “psychological condition for living in Auroville”:

“To be convinced of the essential unity of mankind and have the will to collaborate for the
material realisation of that unity.”

She added on that day:

“The material conditions will be worked out gradually according to the realisation.”

For Auroville Dedication Ceremony, on 28.2.1968, she added two psychological conditions:
- “Are invited to Auroville all those who thirst for progress and aspire for a higher and

truer life.”
- “To live in Auroville one must be the willing servitor of the divine consciousness”.
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Later, in 1968, Mother was asked about the rules for life     in Auroville and answered:

“I have been asked what the rules are for life in Auroville.
Thank God, as yet there are none.
As long as there are none, there is hope.”

These rules for life seem to pertain to the rules which were then imposed on all Ashramites (and
still are). In 1965, they were: 1) “One who practises the Yoga is strictly advised to abstain from
smoking,  alcoholic drinks and sex life. The last condition is a must. 2) All those who join the
Ashram life must leave politics behind.” Soon after a 5th rule was added: “non-medicinal, non-
prescribed drugs are strictly prohibited.”

Mother did feel the need to impose on the Aurovilians 2 of these 5 rules:  No drugs and  No
political activities. In answer to a question on why she had reversed her policy regarding drugs,
she wrote: “Perhaps the Aurovilians have not yet attained the level of consciousness expected of
them.”

Regarding sexual activities (and most probably also about alcohol and tobacco), on 27.4.1969,
Mother told Roger Anger:

“The important thing is that people understand that they have better things to do than
producing children. If it is permitted in Auroville, it is because there are no constraining
rules. Spiritual life can be lived in whatever circumstances, external conditions shouldn’t
hamper it.  The freedom that is given to people is above all to enable them to reach a
higher consciousness.

The essential  thing  is  not  to  impose  rules,  but  to  create  an atmosphere  that  leads
towards another way of life. Those who cannot accept it will leave of themselves.”

(Roger Anger’s personal notes)

On 4.4.1972, Mother told Shyam Sunder Jhunjhunwalla and Roger Anger:

“I would like people to feel that coming to Auroville does not mean coming to an easy life
– it means coming to a gigantic effort for progress. And those who don’t want to keep up
with it  should leave.  That’s how things stand. I wish it were so strong – the need for
progress, for the divinisation of the being, so intense – that those who are unable (unable
or unwilling) to adjust to it would leave by themselves: “Oh, this is not what I expected.”
As it is now, all those who want an easy life and to do what they please as they please, say,
“Let’s go to Auroville!” It should be just the opposite. People should know that coming to
Auroville means an almost superhuman effort for progress.”               (Mother’s Agenda, Vol.
13, p. 135.)

Mother was very reluctant to make rules for Auroville:

“Any  regulations  will  be  as  liberal  as  possible  and  very  flexible.  Rules  should  arise
according to the requirements. Plasticity and swiftness are needed in order to keep up
with world-movements, so as not to fall behind the universal progress.”

(Mother, 19.8.1966, Gazette Aurovilienne, 8, 2, p. 14)

“I spend my time telling them, “Don’t try to organise, don’t try, you are going to fossilise
the whole thing before it’s begun.”

For my part, I wanted it [Auroville] to grow like that, spontaneously, with the full play
of the unexpected. But then, you are confronted with all the rules and regulations: we are
in a country [India] – we should do it on a desert island! But that no longer exists on
earth, there isn’t any island left that doesn’t belong to a nation – we are caught, bogged
down.”

(Mother’s Agenda, 25.10.1967)

“No rules or laws are being framed. Things will get formulated as the underlying Truth of the
township emerges and takes shape progressively. We do not anticipate.”

(Mother’s Agenda, 30.12.1967)

Mother’s comment to Satprem on the above statement of hers:
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“What I mean is that usually (always so far, and more and more so), men establish mental
rules according to their conceptions and their ideal, then they apply them (Mother lowers her
fist,  as if to show the world under the mental  grip).  And that’s absolutely false,  arbitrary,
unreal,  so  the  result  is  that  things  revolt,  or  else  waste  away  and  disappear....  It’s  the
experience  of  LIFE ITSELF that  must  slowly  work  out  rules  AS  SUPPLE AND VAST  as
possible, in order that they ever remain progressive. Nothing must be fixed. That’s the immense
error of governments: they build a framework and say, “Here is what we’ve established, now
we must live under it.” So naturally, Life is crushed and prevented from progressing. It is Life
itself, developing more and more in a progression towards Light, Knowledge, Power, that must
little by little establish rules as general as possible, so as to be extremely supple and capable of
changing according to need – of changing AS RAPIDLY as habits and needs do.

(silence)
At bottom, the problem almost  boils  down to this:  to replace the mental  government of

intelligence by the government of a spiritualised consciousness.”   (Mother’s Agenda, 30.12.1967)

“I have been asked the rules for life in Auroville. Thanks god there are none. As long as
there are none, there is hope.”           (Mother, 1968)

“I do not want to make rules for Auroville as I did for the Ashram. It is not the same
thing.”

(Mother, Aspiration Talks, 28.7.1968)

On 13.6.1970, Mother wrote a text “To be a true Aurovilian” in which she wrote:

“One should organise one’s life not according to outer and artificial rules, but according
to an organised inner consciousness, for if one lets life go on without subjecting it to the
control of the higher consciousness, it becomes fickle and inexpressive. It is to waste one’s
time in the sense that matter remains without any conscious utilisation.”
(Mother’s Agenda)

In answer to a question on Auroville’s future “political organisation”, Mother said:
“An amusing definition comes to me: a divine anarchy. But the world will not understand
it.

Men  must  become  conscious  of  their  psychic  being  and  organise  themselves
spontaneously, without rules and fixed laws – that is the ideal.

For this one must be in contact with one’s being, one must be guided by it and the
authority and the influence of the ego must disappear.”                (Mother, 28.12.1972, CWM, Vol. 13,
p.219.)

On 31.8.1955, Mother had told her class:
“One must never make rules. Every minute one must endeavour to apply the highest truth
one can perceive. It is much more difficult, but it’s the only solution. Whatever you may
do, don’t make rules beforehand, because once you have made a rule you follow it more
or less blindly, and then you are sure, ninety-nine and a half times out of a hundred, to be
mistaken. There is only one way of acting truly, it is to try at each moment, each second,
in each movement to express only the highest truth one can perceive, and at the same time
know that this perception has to be progressive and that what seems to you the most true
now will no longer be so tomorrow, and that a higher truth will have to be expressed more
and more through you.”   (Mother, Questions & Answers,
31.8.1955)

Though Mother was always extremely reluctant to impose rules, at some point in time some material
rules may need to be either clarified or imposed.... but one has to be extremely cautious because some ill-
conceived rules could end up doing more harm than good.2

2  One  needs  to  remember  that:  1)  the  whole  world  is  full  of  rules  and  people  cheat  everywhere  and  2)
experience has shown that those who are the keenest on imposing rules on others have often been the first ones to
break them.
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8)     Regarding Auroville’s would-be “approved Master Plan”:   In fact, it has never been “approved”
by the only body which can approve it legally and hence make it enforceable: Tamil Nadu’s
relevant authority. It is high time Auroville’s “authorities”, Aurovilians and others stop referring
to this plan as being “approved”.

Tamil Nadu’s relevant authorities may allow Auroville to continue for some more time to
develop on its own lands according to its own wishes but Auroville doesn’t have the power to
impose its  own plans  on outside parties.  For  Tamil  Nadu’s  relevant  authority  to be able  to
impose on the area its own plan (not necessarily Auroville’s own plan), it will have to hear all
affected parties and a judge will decide whom to support. As long as this process won’t have
taken place, there won’t be any mobility plan upon which a road layout can be finalised and
hence, no “approved Master Plan”.

It must be noted that, in his plans, Roger Anger never took into consideration any of the site’s
features – neither when he conceived (in France, without any oral or written interaction with
Mother)  his  ‘Galaxy’  concept,  nor  during  the  remaining  40  years  of  his  life  (24.3.1923-
1.15.2008). As Auroville’s would-be approved Master Plan doesn’t take into account any of the
site’s  features,  it  would  also  be  astonishing  if  the  relevant  authority  of  Tamil  Nadu would
endorse it as it is.

9) Sri Aurobindo Ashram never did any “humanitarian work”. Sri Aurobindo explained why:

“Humanitarian  work  of  this  kind  is  outside  the  scope  of  the  Asram;  it  is  not  as  in
Ramakrishna mission. We avoid public work and activities and confine ourselves to the
sole spiritual work of the Asram itself. To do otherwise would be to disperse energy on the
ordinary levels instead of concentrating it on the building up of a personal and collective
spiritual consciousness and life.”         (Sri Aurobindo, 27.10.1938, Letters on Himself and the Ashram, p. 592.)

Auroville is in a slightly different situation than that of the Ashram because Mother wanted its
influence to spread in its physical surroundings and because, if we didn’t consider our village
neighbours as our brothers and sisters and didn’t help them to improve their lives, our presence
would be rightly perceived very negatively by them.

Though Auroville’s aim is not humanitarian, Auroville has brought much better education,
much better heath and much better income to its neighbours. It has offered them many good
work  opportunities  and  the  possibility  of  being  self-employed  and  of  operating  their  own
businesses.

One  of  Auroville’s  units  works  with  young  handicapped  children  living  in  Auroville’s
vicinity.

10)      While  speaking of  Auroville’s  International  Zone and of its  Cultural  Pavilions,  Mother
spoke of these Pavilions providing food from their respective countries. Though Auroville lies in
the rice-eating part of India (and not in its wheat-eating part), it’s ‘Solar Kitchen’ does provide
chapatis (though yet every day) to those eating there.

Mother was very keen on the Ashram trying to produce, as much as possible, its own food.
Obviously,  the  same applies  also  to  Auroville.  Unfortunately,  Auroville  doesn’t  own many
paddy fields because their owners are very reluctant to part with them. Many food ingredients
don’t grow at all or don’t grow well in the Auroville area: wheat, potatoes, onions, etc.
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