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DESTRUCTION OF A FOREST (AUROVILLE LAND+PRIVATE LAND) 30. 09 & 01. 10. 2022 

Satprem Maïni, Director of the Auroville Earth Institute 

4th October 2022 

Dr Jayanti Ravi (JR) ordered the destruction of a Forest, to open a 2.5 m wide cycle path. At 5 pm on 30th September 
2022, 6 people plus a junior engineer from CPDW, Vignesh, entered Existence community with a bulldozer, which 
started to destroy a strip of the forest in Existence, then continued on private land and went up till the border to Bliss 
Forest. As usual, the community was not informed, and no office order was shown. 

Around 10 am on 1st October 2022, the bulldozer came back, went over the private land and went on destroying Bliss 
Forest. Vignesh explained that they were briefed by the AVFO to create a 2.5 m wide cycle path in the city area through 
all planned green corridors. This cycle path of 1.13 km length was designed by Anupama and Sindhuja. It is planned 
to start from the city centre, run from Existence into Bliss Forest, crossing the Crown, and go through Revelation until 
it connects to the outskirt of the green belt, thus opening a direct access from the city centre to Alankuppam 
village. However, this cycle path is not needed at all; as Figure 5 on the next page shows, the zone already has many 
cycle paths. Furthermore, a 2.5 m wide cycle path is far too large, as it will allow 4 wheelers to use it. 

CPWD was told to bypass trees which had a girth larger than 30 cm. Vignesh was informed by the Aurovilians that 
the land between Existence and Bliss is a private one. He replied that the AVFO had told them that the area was all 
Auroville land. Vignesh was also informed, by the Aurovilians, that the NGT Court Order does not allow such work 
until an Environmental Clearance has been obtained and a DDP worked out. He replied that the AVFO gives orders to 
the CPWD and that he was not aware of such details. 

As more Aurovilians arrived on site, they managed to stop the destruction. Mr Madhi, the vigilance officer of JR, 
arrived on site. He said that the Aurovilians had nothing to do there and were illegally blocking government work. 
He asked people to leave and to let the bulldozer destroy. He added that JR’s ATDC had done a DDP for the whole of 
Auroville. He was asked to show an office order, a plan and an environmental clearance. He had none of this. 

Two land Board members who came on site ascertained that the private land was not recently purchased by the 
Auroville Foundation and that they were not aware of any agreement between the owner and the AVFO. As the 
bulldozer was stopped by the Aurovilians, it destroyed only 130 m of forest, on an average of 3.5 m wide. It is 
important to note that this destruction was partly on Auroville land and partly on private land (Figure 6, next page). 

Later, a member of the illegal ATDC nominated by JR and Lieve Claes (member of QAnon) came on site. Lieve was 
filming the Aurovilians present with her cell phone, presumably for reporting to Dr. Jayanti Ravi for retaliation (see 
the last sentence of the note published by JR’s ATDC, next page) and probably to upload the video on the Facebook 
page “Manifesting Auroville”, where she and her friends are regularly posting divisive and defamatory information, 
lies and words of hatred against those who are standing against the on-going mindless destruction and threats. 

 
Fig. 1: Bulldozer destroying the forest 

 
Fig. 2: Bulldozer opening a cycle path 

 
Fig. 3: Minimum width destroyed = 3 m – Average width = 3.5 m 

 
Fig. 4: Maximum width destroyed = 5 m 
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The member of the illegal ATDC was kind enough to meet with some of us in the ATDC office, and to show a printed 
plan (Figure 5). He told us that he had been ordered by the AVFO not to show us this plan or to give any information. 
However, he shared the plan despite the order, as he was concerned about such development. Nevertheless, he was 
not able to show neither any DDP nor environmental clearance which would have been required before starting such 
destruction. Vignesh was also present and said that he was told that this plan was not final. The plan below shows 
that there is absolutely no need to open this new cycle path, as many cycle paths already exist in the zone. 
Furthermore, the foresters present on site mentioned that there was no need to bring a bulldozer to do this job, and 
that it would be much better to cut the vegetation by hand, taking care of rare species and transplanting them if 
needed, if the work would indeed prove necessary and legal. They also expressed that they would be happy to do 
it themselves, if one day needed.  

 
Fig. 5: Temporary plan shown by the member of JR’s ATDC 

 
Fig. 6: Area showing the Auroville land and the private land 

Though the work ordered by Dr Jayanti Ravi was illegal, because she did not get any prior environmental clearance, 
JR’s illegal ATDC sent a note through the Auroville Mass-Bulletin, threatening anyone obstructing the work with 
retaliation, as mentioned hereafter. 

This is to inform that the clearing work in progress to create cycle paths through the parks, are in required 
compliance. The work pursued is the clearing of shrubbery for the purpose of creating a cycle path. Further, no 
trees are being felled for this purpose. It's a legal offence to obstruct this work in progress. Anyone obstructing 
this work is doing so at their own risk and necessary actions may be initiated with the videos and photos of 
the people involved. With Best regards, 
Dr G. Seetharaman (MS), Govind, Hemant, Jaya, Ponnusamy, Prasad, Sindhuja & Toby, L’Avenir d’Auroville 


