
Madras High Court, 12th Aug 2022:
Complete document here: Judgment of MHC, 12th August

The original petition of Hemant, Krishna, and Anita is not cited in this document. Here, we only aim to
contextualise the arguments made by the lawyers of the Governing Board (GB). We have also included some
citations from the fairly bipartisan verdict of the Madras High Court that the Foundation Office has appealed.

Reminder that this document does not aim to summarise the verdict.

Arguments presented in court by the lawyers representing
the Governing Board, on the petition filed by Hemant Lamba (WCom):

From: Page 23

Plain English Translation:
It is argued that Hemant Lamba has filed this case
vindictively, to “wreak vengeance” in order to “deal
with private disputes” with Anu, Partha, Srimoyi and
Arun.

From: Page 23

Plain English Translation:
It is argued that interference from the court is
unnecessary because all they (GB) are asking for is
for Aurovilians to update the Register of Residents.
The process has been delayed because of “lack of
cooperation of a section of belligerent residents”.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16u2NcKqZk0uZpSHqq2m_Vt2LLjgnZ7eD/view?usp=sharing


From: Pages 24 and 25
Plain English Translation:
It is argued that Hemant Lamba has been
indulging in “anti-Aurovilian activities”,
“opposing every action of the Governing Board
and acting against the interest of the residents
of the Auroville and the Mother's charter.” He
has committed “criminal offences” and has
stopped public officials from performing their
legal duties, for which an FIR has been
registered against him.

He “lacks bonafide and should not be “allowed”
to invoke the jurisdiction of this Court.”
This sentence aims to paint Hemant Lamba as a
criminal who shouldn’t even be allowed to make
a case in the High Court.

Note: The criminal offences mentioned here
refer to the FIR filed against Hemant Lamba and
5 other individuals by the Office of the Auroville
Foundation. A quash order (to annul the FIRS)
has been applied for by Hemant and the others
since they consider the allegations made to be
spurious.

From: Page 25

Plain English Translation:
It is argued that “The Governing Board
is the Supreme authority under the
Auroville Foundation Act.”

This argument is the core ground for
the later appeal filed by the lawyers of
the Governing Board.



From: Pages 25-26

Plain English Translation:
It is argued that all powers of the Auroville
Foundation, including the powers of the
Residents’ Assembly (RA), come under the
GB. The GB “has complete control and
management of the affairs” of Auroville and
is the authority who may take a call on
what is and isn’t in the best interest of
Auroville.



From: Pages 26 - 27

Plain English Translation:
It is argued that the function of the RA is only
to advise the GB. It is at best only an advisory
body of the GB.

It is further argued that this is abundantly clear
especially from the AV Foundation Rules of
1997 which expanded on the powers of the GB.
The WCom can help create further organisation,
only in-line with the decisions of the GB.

According to the lawyer, only the GB has the
power to make any regulations.



From: Page 27 - 28

Plain English Translation:
It is argued that the Mother envisaged a spiritual
and cultural township of nearly 50,000 people
from all over the world living on 3000 acres of
land.

It is then argued that people like Hemant Lamba
want to use Auroville as their own private
“fiefdom” (estate or domain of a feudal lord),
make Auroville their own elite club by restricting
entry to newcomers, and squatting on land
belonging to the Auroville Foundation, meaning
land belonging to the government as per law,
purely against the vision of the Mother.

It is also pointed out that the GoI provides grants
close to 30 crores every year for hardly 2500 -
3000 people living in Auroville.

Note: The budget allocated for Auroville’s
purposes covered about 4% of Auroville’s
overall budget in 20-21.

Note:
Arguments were also presented in court by lawyers representing

Anu, Arun, Srimoyi and Partha, on the same petition.
They have been omitted here due to milder significance in the larger picture.

You can find these arguments on pages 28 - 32 of the document.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16u2NcKqZk0uZpSHqq2m_Vt2LLjgnZ7eD/view?usp=sharing


Arguments presented in court by the lawyers representing
the Governing Board on the petition filed by Anita Gaur (Outreach Media):

From: Page 35

Plain English Translation:
It is argued that the Charter says Auroville
belongs to nobody in particular.
Therefore, no person who wants to be a true
Aurovillian should fight for positions and assets.
However, Anita “smacks of arrogance” since she
wants a certain person to “continuously hold
positions in the foundation”.

From: Page 35

Plain English Translation:
It is argued that Fabienne has usurped
public property and stolen equipment
belonging to the Foundation, purchased
through public funds and public money.
She lacks integrity and should not be
“allowed” to make a case in High Court.

Note: All assets in Auroville do indeed
belong to the Auroville Foundation, of
which Fabienne is a part as a member of
the Residents’ Assembly. It is not
correct to claim that Fabienne was using
the assets for her personal use.



From: Page 36

Plain English Translation:
The same argument stating that people like the
petitioner (this time Anita) want to use Auroville as
their own private “fiefdom”, make Auroville their
own elite club and squatting on land belonging to
the Auroville Foundation was made again,
including the mention of GoI grants.

Arguments presented in court by the lawyers representing
the Governing Board on the petition filed by Krishna Devanandan (ATDC):

Over pages 36, 37, 38, 39 and 40, the lawyers argue the petition to be invalid. In addition, the same argument
about the Charter was invoked.

From: Page 40 - 41

Plain English Translation:
It is argued that the idea and concept of
Auroville is being destroyed by people like
Krishna. It is argued that the vision of
Auroville is that of a “spiritual and cultural
township for nearly 50,000 people […] in
the 3000 acres of land”, and  “miscreants”
like Krishna “do not believe in the spiritual
guidance of the divine Mother” and
“disturb the peaceful humanity,
co-existence and selfless lifestyle of
Auroville.”



From: Page 41

Plain English Translation:
It is argued that the GoI “is providing free
lands, subsidised infrastructure, food,
energy, electricity” and “full income tax
exemption” to Auroville only for the
Charter. “Meddlesome interlopers” like
Krishna with a “my way or highway
attitude” cannot abuse this.

Note: All Auroville land has been
purchased through Auroville’s own
fundraising efforts. No land has been
bought from Government of India funds.
It is also unclear what ‘food’ is referred to.
The Government of India is also not
providing energy, electricity, or subsidised
infrastructure.

General note: There is no mention of ‘human unity’ in the vision of Auroville presented by the lawyers of the
Governing Board.

Statements by the judge
(verdict)

The Court expressed its “deep sense of anguish for the present infighting” in Auroville. Excerpts of some of the
statements offered by the honourable judge are below. It is worth noting that the sentiments expressed by the
honourable judge seek unity and fraternity.

It is also these very sentiments that are currently being appealed by the Governing Board.



From: Page 43

From: Page 44



The bipartisan nature of the ruling may be seen through statements like below,
exhibiting the court’s insistence on all bodies truly functioning in a collaborative manner

in order to uphold Mother’s vision for Auroville.

From: Page 55

Plain English Translation:
The judge states that even the WCom
cannot take decisions on its own, they
must be collective decisions, very much
approved by the GB. Any policy decision
for the Foundation must be to promote the
ideals laid down in the Charter - Unity in
diversity and peace of humanity.

From: Page 76

Plain English Translation:
The judge states that to achieve the noble
ideals of the Mother, the only way out is to
update the RoR to re-establish the democratic
setup of the Foundation.

Over pages 57 and 58, the honourable judge reiterates
through various statements that the Auroville Foundation Act was

“established for the welfare of the residents of Auroville who are followers of the Charter of Auroville,
whose primary teachings are human unity, peace and progress.”



Please find below the closing remarks by the judge

Plain English:
If the  authorities under the Foundation Act

work together, the ideals of the Mother and Sri Aurobindo “will certainly be achieved and
there will be peace and prosperity for the Residents of Auroville.”

The honourable judge was confident that all parties will work together for Mother’s Charter, because
united we stand, and divided we fall.

—--------- x —---------


