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PART I

Considerations
The conventional methods of human development have brought the world to a
crossroads, leading to extreme stress on human beings and natural resources, and to
inequalities and conflicts. A course correction is needed towards building livable cities.
For the past 55 years, through its spiritual and material researches, Auroville as a living
laboratory has been in search of new paradigms of human development. The pioneering
work in watershed management, afforestation, organic and urban agriculture, integrated
planning, green building, recycling, renewable energy, low carbon mobility and more has
been seeded in Auroville and is spreading in different parts of India. An integrated life
diminishing the lines of division between material and spiritual development to achieve a
living embodiment of human unity is the core purpose of Auroville. The entire focus of
Auroville is on experimenting with new ways to build a progressive future for humanity.

Over the years, a number of exercises have
been undertaken with the participatory
involvement of residents to draw road maps for
development. Some of them are:
A Vision Task Force was constituted in 2015 with the participation of
members of the Governing Board, International Advisory Council and
Residents’ Assembly. Nearly 165 experts from all areas participated to lay a
template for development.
A Green Belt Development Plan was made between 2014 and 2016 with
facilitation from a leading landscape architect, Mr. David Stein, in collaboration
with experts in Auroville.
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A Detailed Development Plan for Residential Zones 1 & 2 was made in
2020 to accommodate a density of 5,000 new inhabitants. Accordingly an
infrastructure of services like parts of the Crown Road, Radial, wastewater
treatment, drinking water, energy and communication was laid down. Since
then, most residential developments have followed the agreed pattern and
many new communities like Kalpana, Humanscapes, Vibrance, Sanjana, Arati,
Maitreye were developed. There is still room for housing to be built for
approximately 4,000 additional people in this zone.

A participatory water development exercise was undertaken in early
2021, with the help of dedicated residents and the several water experts that
live in Auroville. The presence of Auroville has fostered a huge growth in our
surrounding region, which has also created increasing water stress. The main
source of water in Auroville is groundwater, and nearly 5000 wells have been
dug around us. Due to over exploitation, salinity from sea water intrusion is a
big challenge. As construction is an activity that consumes a large amount of
water, any indiscriminate building could spell doom for the future of Auroville
and the bioregion as the existing water resources are scarce. A water plan is
the first area of work that needs to be taken up before any major construction
project begins. The Ministry of Urban Development has given guidelines to
develop water plans, which the Auroville community strives to follow.

Identifying Development Priorities was an exercise conducted in 2021 with
sectoral experts and residents to define needs and set them as priorities for
future manifestation. Sectors that were included in the study were Education,
Water, Economy, Culture, Health & Wellness, Bioregional development, and
more. A detailed report with priorities for each sector is available and
implementation could start tomorrow. Once implemented this would fill gaps
in achieving a need-based growth. Focus on development priorities will
provide a springboard to take a leap in the development of Auroville.
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‘Dreamweaving the Crown’ is a planning exercise that was carried out in
early 2022 to visualize and harmonize the many views of Auroville experts and
residents, seeing that currently the focus on development has gathered
around building a crown road. The concept of the Crown is, however, wider
than just a road. The Crown is a 75-meters wide band connecting all zones of
Auroville. Roads and pathways are only a small element of the Crown and
need to be part of wider planning considerations. With the ‘Dreamweaving the
Crown’ process, a very rich harvest of ideas and suggestions from various
experts have come forth, and are available for manifestation. This exercise
found acceptance among more that 90% of the Auroville residents. Giving
space for the Dreamweavers to develop the Crown would offer a possibility to
get out of the current development impasse. Instead of a crown road, the
focus should shift to the development of the Crown as a whole, taking into
account the input of Auroville’s various experts.

Reports on these exercises and many more can be provided on request.
In conclusion, with the great efforts made by many residents and well-wishers, including
many experts, to build the ‘City the Earth Needs’ with high standards of sustainable living,
Auroville has achieved much in its 54 years of existence and still has much to do.
Our next step in developing Auroville is to synthesize all these efforts and learnings and
take a leap towards accelerating the pace of development. The above studies and many
more have offered concrete steps for encouraging and supporting the growth of Auroville
as the ‘City the Earth Needs’. The skills and competency to undertake these next
steps are present within the Auroville community through its many resident
experts, and it is of utmost importance that those residents - and the Residents’
Assembly at large - are involved and consulted in planning processes.

PART 2

A call for an atmosphere
conducive to growth and
development
Aurovilians aspire for the Auroville city and community to grow and to expand in a
meaningful way - but the current climate of fear and authoritarianism is not conducive to
finding a positive way forward for Auroville. We appeal to you, as the Chairman of the
Auroville Foundation, to take action so that true collaboration between all constituents of
the Auroville Foundation can manifest. More specifically, we appeal for your support in:

1

RECOGNISING AND RESPECTING THE RESIDENTS’ ASSEMBLY AND ITS
COMMITTEES
The Auroville Foundation Act is a unique framework for the experiment of
Auroville that was created to safeguard the freedom of its residents. The
Residents’ Assembly is one of the 3 pillars of the Auroville Foundation, and is
the required component for the change of consciousness that Auroville
aspires to bring to the world and all of mankind. It is through collective
decision-making that Auroville can explore what it means to be a gnostic
society inspired by the works and vision of the Mother and Sri Aurobindo. For
this meaningful project to grow and develop, the first necessity is that the
voice of the residents is being heard and respected - through the Residents’
Assembly, its decisions and its committees. The Working Committee of the
Residents’ Assembly, which has been appointed as per Section 20 of the
Auroville Foundation Act, together with committees created under section 19
of the Act, needs to be recognised and respected.
The 3 ‘authorities’ of the Auroville Foundation (Governing Board, Residents’
Assembly and International Advisory Council) must work in a spirit of
collaboration and mutuality, as was envisioned by Kireet Joshi, the architect of
the Act.
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2

STOPPING THE CULTURE OF INTIMIDATION AND COERCION

3

RESTORING ALL COMMUNITY PLATFORMS FOR INFORMATION
SHARING AND COMMUNICATION

Auroville, as a gnostic community, is based on trust and on faith. The repeated
use of fear to divide and coerce the residents of Auroville needs to stop. For
almost a year, residents have been in fear of losing their homes, their visas,
their maintenances and income. Aurovilians who have expressed
disagreement with the current authoritarian methods of administration have
been harassed and threatened, this leading to FIRs in the most extreme
cases. The ongoing use of blackmail - whether through visas, financial means
or disguised threats - needs to stop. In short, the literal and figurative
bulldozing that has been taking place over the past year has to come to an
end. Auroville’s raison d’être is to be a spiritual, yet experimental township.
The Unity in Diversity that Auroville aims to achieve cannot be built with fear.

For decades, Aurovilians have been communicating through online platforms
which have allowed for fruitful discussion and debate to happen, and for most
essential information to be shared. Since May 2022, these platforms have
been taken over and censored: Aurovilians and committees have lost access
to their auroville.org.in inboxes and Drives, a number of Auronet (intranet
discussion platform of Auroville) users have been banned and their posts
have been removed, and several essential communication channels (such as
the Auroville massbulletin) have been taken over. Committees constituted
under section 19 of the Auroville Foundation Act have been blocked from
communicating with the Auroville residents and with the Office of the
Secretary. All these communication channels were managed by residents who
were known and had the confidence of the community at large, having signed
non-disclosure agreements ensuring confidentiality and privacy would not be
infringed upon. These communication tools were created for the purpose of
integration and cohesion of the residents and need to be restored.
Unfounded accusations on digital platforms and censorship based on
arbitrary criteria must stop.
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4

INCLUDING AUROVILLE EXPERTS AND COMMUNITY IN PLANNING
PROCESSES

5

SECURING THE LANDS, ASSETS AND RESOURCES OF AUROVILLE

For more than 50 years of existence, Auroville has been home to acclaimed
experts in the fields of sustainable building, afforestation, water management,
waste management, education, economics, and many more. Most of these
experts have been sidelined by the current administration, which has refused
to work with those that emphasize the need for Auroville to be the result of a
higher synthesis of views, perspectives, knowledge and skills, based on Sri
Aurobindo’s teachings. Aurovilians’ achievements so far need to be
recognised and embedded in the shaping of the future city. Planning the ‘City
the Earth Needs’ can only be done by integrating inputs from experts in
various fields of action, together with a participative dimension to integrate
the voices of the residents, those who have committed their lives and
resources to Auroville. The many efforts put in over the years to study crucial
aspects of planning, agreeing on development priorities, and processes such
as the recent Dreamweaving initiative, need to be taken into account while
planning for the City of the Future.

The lands of Auroville are the body of the Mother’s Dream. Without these
lands, the Auroville Dream and Charter would not be able to manifest.
Aurovilians cherish all lands that have been vested under the Auroville
Foundation, and all of these lands - whether within the city area or without have been bought with generous donations from people of goodwill all over
the world as offerings to the Mother’s Dream. Securing and safeguarding
lands that currently belong to the Auroville Foundation while acquiring
remaining lands needs to be a priority. Auroville’s assets and resources - its
spaces, its houses, its forests, its people and their ways of sustaining
themselves - need to be protected, for they are the result of the hard work of
several generations of Aurovilians and well-wishers over more than 54 years.

We appeal once more for your help in creating an
atmosphere that is conducive to Auroville’s growth and
positive development, and thank you in advance for your
efforts and commitment to upholding the spirit and
values of Auroville.

