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1. SCOPE OF WORK 

 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

The Crown Road (CR) is part of the Master Plan of Auroville, the International city under construction in South India. 

The first draft of the Master Plan was prepared in 1999. However, the second version of the Master Plan which was 

approved by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD), Government of India on the 12
th
 April 2001 

was based on the document “Auroville Universal Township Master Plan (Perspective 2025)”. Much later, the 

MHRD gazetted the Master Plan on the 16
th
 August 2010. 

It is important to note that the Crown Road is only the circular corridor with infrastructure, which distributes the four 

zones of Auroville and the radials. The entire “Crown” is a much more complex feature and is the most essential 

part of the Galaxy concept. Roger Anger, the architect of Auroville never spoke of the Crown Road but of the 

“Crown”, that he wanted to be absolutely circular. However, he wished the road span on the Crown to be the 

narrowest possible for emergency vehicles. He imagined a convivial place where the pedestrian life would happen 

on the inner part of the Crown and where there would be small restaurants, bookshops and stores of various kinds 

as they can be found in lively cities. 

About one third of the Crown Road (1423 m long x 4.5 m & 7.5 m wide) has been built by the Auroville Road 

Service between 2008 and 2012 with funds from the Government of India. It has not been possible to build more 

stretches of the CR due to the lack of funds and because the CR passes through lands not owned by Auroville. 

In December 2021, the Auroville Foundation Office (AVFO) ordered the clearing the forest passing through Bliss and 

the Youth Centre (YC) and the destruction of YC buildings extending into the right of way of the CR, in order to lay a 

HT cable on the side of the Crown Road. See Annex 7.7 page 35 for more information on this destruction. 

Recently, under the push of the secretary of the Auroville Foundation, Dr Jayanti Ravi, the Central Public Work 

Department (CPWD) has been contracted to build 2 km of the CR. CPWD did a tender and contracted SP & Co, 

Karuvampalayam, Tirupur who won the bid for 9.7315 Crores Rs. 

The work on the 340 m stretch of the CR passing through Bliss Forest and the YC started around the 21
st
 June 2022. 

In July 2022, the Auroville Town Development Council (ATDC) nominated by the secretary of the AVFO ordered the 

destruction of the pavement of the CR by removing all the pavers blocks. To date, pavers and all the kerbs have 

been removed on three different stretches, for a total of 492 m of 4.5 wide road. The entire length of the road built 

by the Auroville Road Service is supposed to be destroyed as the tender for making the new road is for 2 km. 

Note on the ATDC nominated by the secretary of the AVFO and the Town Development Council of the Auroville 

Foundation, selected by the Residents' Assembly: See Annex 7.1 page 26 which details what these two bodies are.  

 

1.2 REQUEST FROM THE AUROVILLE TOWN DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL OF THE RESIDENT ASSEMBLY 

As the work done by SP & Co for the CR did not appear to follow the best practices, the recently elected Town 

Development Council of the Auroville Foundation, selected by the Residents' Assembly (RA TDC) asked Satprem 

Maïni, director of the Auroville Earth Institute (AVEI) to prepare a report on the road construction and a comparative 

study on the quality of the old paver blocks that were being removed, and the new ones that were delivered on the 

road. See Annex 7.3 page 29 for the official letter from the RA TDC. 

 

1.3 SCOPE OF THE TECHNICAL REPORT 

While starting the investigation on the quality of the work being done for this road and in view of the complexity of 

the situation, it became clear that the scope of the report had to be widened. Therefore, this document includes 

information and data beyond the initial scope, which was for the quality of the road construction and the 

comparative study of the paver blocks. The following components were added by Satprem. 

− Assessment of the planning, study, and information sharing by the secretary’s ATDC. 

− Evaluation of the quality of the existing CR, built by the AV Road Service in 2008, 2010, 2011 and 2012. 

− Brief information on the destruction of the Youth Centre, violence and aggressions allegedly ordered by the AVFO. 
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2. SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

2.1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

No justification has been given by the Auroville Foundation Office and the secretary’s ATDC as to why they have 

contracted the CPWD to build 2 km of the Crown Road. The Auroville Road Service did an excellent work, and all 

the roads that they have built with government funds are still in good condition after 10 and 14 years. 

Furthermore, the Road Service had no work for the last 4 years and B.V. Doshi mentioned in 2011, when he was 

the chairman of ATDC, that any construction of buildings and infrastructure in Auroville should be awarded to 

Auroville services if they have the capacity, which is totally the case here with the Road Service. See the letter in 

Annex 7.2. 

The contractor selected by the CPWD did an estimate of 9.7315 Crores Rs. for 2 km of road, but the Auroville Road 

Service would have done it cheaper than that, and with a better quality.  

The secretary’s ATDC ordered the removal of all the pavers blocks and kerbs of the exiting road, arguing that “they 

wanted a better grade of blocks and that the thickness was not matching” . This statement it totally wrong: the 

older blocks done by the Road Service are stronger by 14% and thicker than the new ones by 4.1 mm, which is 

better for heavy traffic. The evaluation of the existing road shows that it is still in good condition after 10 and 14 

years. Thus, the removal of the old pavers is a pure waste of government money worth 97.78 Lakhs Rs. 

Further, as the old road was financed by the government, wouldn’t it be necessary for the government to approve 

this work before destroying anything? 

It seems that there is a total lack of planning, proper survey and study by the secretary’s ATDC: 

− They were asked three times to provide proper plans, study and survey of the crown road, but they never did. 

− The survey done mentions levels of the Crown which are 48 to 49 m higher than the actual levels. 

− Sindhuja Jagadeesh, a member of the ATDC, said publicly “Right now, we are following the level of the land, as 

they are on the Crown. Crown will go up and down along with the levels as it is today.”  A road cannot just 

follow the ups and down of the original topography. This kind of answer demonstrates that they have not 

planned anything to solve the variation of levels, and they have no idea how to plan and to build this road.  

− The road section given to the site engineer does not show any infrastructure detail, which is vital  while making a 

road. All service infrastructure should be defined and built before making the road. 

The evaluation of the road being built shows the following serious mistakes. The contractor does not follow the 

Indian standard published by the Indian Roads Congress and the Ministry of Surface Transport (Roads Wing): 

− The materials are not the correct ones: They are using a fine red soil for levelling the depressions, when it 

should be a well graded soil or better, clean aggregates. The sub-grade is done with a mixed aggregate 

containing a lot of fine stone dust. Thus, the road will not allow any rainwater percolation. 

− Materials are spread in a single layer of 400-600 mm, when standards request layers of not more than 100 mm. 

− The contractor did not put any markers. Thus, levels are not well controlled. 

− Kerbs are not levelled, and they do not follow the proper curve of the road. 

− The width of the road and the infrastructure corridor varies up to 9.5 cm. 

− The position of the trench for the HT cable, which has been partially laid, varies between 30 cm inside and 60 

cm outside of the limit of the infrastructure corridor. 

Furthermore, the clearing and demolition at the Youth Centre and Bliss Forest ordered by the secretary, Dr Jayanti 

Ravi, where a volunteer could have been killed, was done without any proper survey. As a result, at the Youth 

Centre, the width of the clearing is about 5 m beyond the right of way along a 100 m stretch (outer part of the CR). 

 

2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. This road must be stopped immediately, and a proper study and survey done. 

2. Whatever has been badly built by the CPWD contractor must be removed. 

3. Construction of the road should only resume only once this study has been completed and survey redone.  
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3. ASSESSMENT OF THE PLANNING & STUDY BY THE SECRETARY’S ATDC 

 

3.1 WRONG LAND SURVEYING AND ABSENCE OF PLANNING BY THE SECRETARY’S ATDC 

The RA TDC asked the group nominated by the secretary for the town planning (ATDC) to provide proper plans, 

study and survey of the Crown Road. Satprem asked them twice also to share these plans, but the ATDC never did. 

Dorothea Heller (Dorle), a member from the RA TDC asked the team on the site to show the survey and asked the 

contractor to show the plans (planned trajectory, sections, levels, drainage, etc.). Only a schematic plan in Figure 1 

was shown along with a schematic road section (Figure 4).   She asked him also to show the markers on the 

ground, but he was unable to show any markers either, which are a must to control the levels and alignments of a 

road. 

Dorle was only doing her duty as a member of the RA TDC. However, Dr. G. Seetharaman, Member-Secretary of 

the secretary’s ATDC published a complaint in the mass bulletin of the 12
th
 July writing that “she obstructed the 

work and that obstructing government works is a criminal offence, and also in this case contempt of court.”  

 

Fig. 1: Wrong survey done by INSTA INFRA, Coimbatore 
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The plan of the survey shown in Figure 1 is absolutely wrong on many points: 

− All the levels mentioned in this plan are all wrong, as they are higher by 48 to 49 m as compared to the actual 

levels: The Auroville plateau stands at 45-50 meters above the mean sea level, but this survey indicates levels 

on the Crown between 87.689 and 100.565 m. Their lowest point at 87.689 m is in fact at 38.72 m according 

to a proper survey done by Dirk Nagelschmidt from Aqua Engineers in 2012. See the correct levels of the Crown 

Road in Figures 2 and 3 below. 

− The few buildings on the plan are incorrectly located: they have been shifted randomly between 20 and 30.  

− Similarly, the few roads are also rotated by the same angles and are also incorrectly drawn. 

− In the area of Darkali and Ilaignarkal the slope of the site is very steep with slopes of 5.25% and 8.1%, as the ir 

survey mention altitudes of 87.689 m, 90.246 m and 91.312 m with short distances in between. These 

differences of levels, despite the fact that they are 48-49 m too high, follow the same kind of slope surveyed by 

Dirk. However, these kinds of slopes cannot be kept for a city road. 

− It is important to mention here the comment given by Sindhuja Jagadeesh, from the ATDC, during the 

“Community Support Meeting” held on the 26
th
 July: When the question was asked “How do you want to deal 

with the 13 m level difference on the Crown Road?” she answered: “Right now, we are following the level of the 

land, as they are on the Crown. Crown will go up and down along with the levels as it is today.” This kind of 

answer demonstrates that they have not planned anything for solving the variation of levels on the Crown, and 

they have no idea on how to plan and build this road. Dirk did an excellent study on that, at the request of a 

previous ATDC… but his study and recommendations have been discarded by the present secretary’s ATDC. 

− To the question that was asked to Sindhuja during the same meeting “Which reference points are you taking, 

and which coordinate system are you using to mark the Crown Road?” she answered: “I will get back to you on 

this question by email.” She has not answered for the past three weeks. Furthermore, according to Giulio Di 

Anastasio, half of the reference points of Auroville have disappeared. 

 

Fig. 2: Proper survey done by Dirk Nagelschmidt in 2012 – Longitudinal section part 1 

 

Fig. 3: Proper survey done by Dirk Nagelschmidt in 2012 – Longitudinal section part 2 
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Figure 3 mentions “slope 1.9%”. These slopes would be the slope of the road once made, as Dirk planned it with 

some levelling, culverts or bridges, and he also mentioned in some cases that further studies would be needed. 

The slopes of 5.25% and 8.1% calculated from the survey of INSTA INFRA are the slopes of the actual land. As 

Sindhuja quoted, “Crown will go up and down along with the levels as it is today”. This means that the road will be 

very steep in that area, as the secretary’s ATDC did not apparently study anything. 

Thus, because of these numerous mistakes and inaccuracies of this survey, the survey in Figure 1 is totally 

unreliable. Therefore, one can wonder how the ATDC can trust this surveyor and how the contractor can ever locate 

and build properly this road. 

 

3.2 SECTION OF THE CROWN ROAD WITHOUT DETAILS OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE 

Even though the secretary’s ATDC refused to share any information and any plans for this road, it has been 

possible to get a section of the road from the site engineer who allowed taking a photo of it. Note that the quality on 

the road section showed below in Figure 4 is very bad because it has been taken with a cell phone on the site. 

 

Fig. 4: Road section taken with a cell phone on the site 

Figure 7 next page shows another section of the Crown Road, which again does not detail anything about the 

infrastructure. We should hope that the secretary’s ATDC has planned something for the various services on the 

side of the road on the right of way. However why don’t these plans show such information? 

Especially the plan given to the engineer on the site (Figure 4) must show these, as he should be aware where to 

leave provisions for these services. Further, these services should be laid before doing the road, and this has not 

been done, as shown in Figures 5 & 6: they are preparing the base to lay the stone pavement. Thus, everything will 

have to be broken down later, when services will be laid. What a waste of money, time and finally bad quality work. 

It is important to note that the stretch of the CR built by Road Service has pipes laid across every 50 m as 

provisions for laying infrastructure network from one side to the other, in case of future necessity. This detail avoids 

opening the road later, which would cost a lot and disturb the traffic for quite some time. This has not been done 

now on the YC stretch and may not have been planned by the secretary’s ATDC for the rest of the Crown Road.  

 

Fig. 5: No service laid… but pavement is being prepared 

 

Fig. 6: No provision for services and for the tree corridor 
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Fig. 7: Road section with pavement details, posted on twitter: Again, no infrastructure details given 

The figure above shows the type of pavement that the secretary’s ATDC plans to lay  on the sides. This type of 

design will make this road unliveable during the hot season because of the heat caused by the sun radiation. 

Further, the strip of the tree corridor of 1.2 m has been reduced to an insufficient width. This is a highly 

inappropriate bioclimatic design for a “green street” in the hot tropical monsoon climate of Auroville. 

 

The figure above was taken from Twitter and has been officially communicated to neither the members of the RA 

TDC who asked for information nor to the residents of Auroville. This demonstrates that the secretary’s ATDC is 

more interested in advertising on social media than in answering to people who asked for information or in 

communicating to the residents who will be using this road.  

 

3.3 BYPASSING THE WORK OF THE DREAM WEAVING 

In response to today’s Auroville critical moment, a group of 18 architects and planners collectively worked for a 

few months to propose studies and designs for the development of the Crown and the manifestation of the Galaxy 

concept. Teams intentionally met with a variety of people, perceived to be on 'opposite' sides, to understand their 

points of view and to find a synthesis between diverse ideas in order to weave them into cohesive outcomes. 

In a process of design integration, they have closely worked both with Auroville’s pioneers as a source to further 

understand the process and intentions leading to the Galaxy model, as well as with experts of various related fields 

working on the ground. This process could allow people to come to agreements from different sides and angles, 

working in harmony with evolving ecosystems and changing challenging realities, while holding to the original 

vision. 
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However, the secretary’s ATDC insisted first on cutting and modifying the final report, which includes a pool of 

designers' ideas, as well as experts and community feedback. This has been rejected by the Dream Weaving 

coordinators because it did does not fit the standards of participatory planning processes. 

Then the secretary’s ATDC simply bypassed the Dream Weaving work. None of the ideas from the Dream Weaving 

report which were proposed for the Crown have been used to help develop the Crown Road which is currently 

under construction. 

Initially, the Vastu Shilpa Consultants were supposed to use the Dream Weaving report to support their work on the 

entire Detailed Development Plan (DDP) of Auroville, but, according to our knowledge, the secretary’s ATDC 

pushed them out by continuously adding unreasonable conditions and constraints to the contract. Of course, the 

Vastu Shilpa Consultants did not accept as this would undermine the consultants’ work. To our knowledge, the 

DDP is not in process as the Vastu Shilpa Consultants are not involved anymore in Auroville. The entire outcome of 

the Dream Weaving has been discarded by the secretary’s ATDC. 

For more information on the Dream Weaving process, please follow this link to the all the presentations: Dream 

Weaving presentations, and the report: Dream Weaving report 

 

3.4 CLEARING BLISS FOREST & DESTRUCTION OF THE YOUTH CENTRE WITHOUT PROPER SURVEY 

The frantic and violent action which started on the 4
th
 December 2021 by the order of the secretary, Dr Jayanti Ravi 

to clear and raze portions of Bliss and Darkali Forests and the Youth Centre ostensibly along the right of way of the 

Crown Road was done without any proper survey. As a result, the width of the clearing at the Youth Centre, is 

about 5 m beyond the right of way stretch, about 100 long, on the outer part of the road as shown in Figure 8. 

Figure 9 shows that the oven of the Youth Centre was outside of the right of way. This oven was severely damaged 

on the 9
th
 December 2021. It was finally destroyed on the 23

rd
 July when a JCB went on breaking more things 

which were out of the right of way. This oven should not have been destroyed.  

The youth reported that “Two members of the secretary’s ATDC, Anbu and Toby guiding the attack on the 9
th
 Dec. 

2021, instructed the JBC drivers to drop two trees onto the roof of the pizza oven, in a wilful and conscious 

attempt to destroy it.” 

This shows the definite will from the AVFO/ secretary’s ATDC to try destroying the Youth Centre. 

 

Fig. 8: Clearing and road too wide 

 

Fig. 9: Oven was outside of the right of way 

See Annex 7.7 page 35 for more information on the destruction at the Youth Centre. 

 

3.5 STUDY OF THE ENTIRE CROWN ROAD DONE BY DIRK NAGELSCHMIDT IN 2012 

Dirk was contracted for this study by a previous team of ATDC in 2012. He did an excellent and detailed study, 

where he integrated the hydraulic verification of the entire crown road. He integrated climatic data, rainfall intensity, 

wind, evapotranspiration, geology and permeability of the earth surface, etc. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXObPhDbeljhsGWcq300nQ/videos?view=0&sort=p
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLXObPhDbeljhsGWcq300nQ/videos?view=0&sort=p
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MhV3hwT-yzgoP7TGrcmC5ungPslpYyQY/view
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His technical study started from the present ground realities and went up to the planning of levels with bridges, 

culverts and dam structures for crossing canyons, for which he said that further investigation was needed.  He 

wrote: “In the canyons, deeper studies and investigations, including an environmental impact study, are 

necessary, but they are not part of this study.” 

Dirk did a very detailed study of stormwater management with possible technical solutions for stormwater drainage 

and erosion control, including biological impact and its treatment. This stormwater management plan was following 

the principle of passive rainwater harvesting through infiltration. He even went into the technical details of designing 

the transversal cross section, e.g. the carrying layer structure, water channels, ponds and pits. These detailed 

designs were ready for implementation. Why isn’t the secretary’s ATDC implementing those? 

Dirk emphasized the environmental aspects, as the Crown Road crosses sensitive areas such as canyons, water 

recharge areas and the Bliss and Darkali Forests. He mentioned that in some parts, special trees would have to be 

identified and would need to be integrated into the design of the Crown. He mentioned that some areas on the 

Crown had clay formations, and therefore did not fulfil geotechnical requirements for percolation. Regarding this 

issue he wrote: “Those areas are found near Darkali, Aurodam and Centre Field. The rainwater from these areas 

need to be channelled to areas where there is a good percolation or to existing canyons.” 

 

Fig. 10: Infiltration map of Auroville from the report of Dirk 

For more information on the report done by Dirk in 2012, please follow this link: Dirk Report on Crown Road 2012.  

The basic information given on this excellent study done by Dirk is reported here to contrast with the absence of 

study, lack of environmental concern, inexistence of stormwater management and many other technical details 

which have not been done by the secretary’s ATDC. In reference to Bliss and Darkali Forests, when Dirk mentioned 

that “in some parts, special trees would have to be identified and would need to be integrated into the design of 

the crown”, the AVFO and the secretary’s ATDC bulldozed everything, without proper survey and without notice. 

The above statement is made because the RA TDC asked the secretary’s ATDC to provide proper plans, study and 

survey of the Crown Road, and that the author also asked them twice to share these plans and study. However, the 

ATDC never did. If they had ever done such a study, why would they not share it? Isn’t Auroville supposed to be a 

place of transparency and collaboration, towards “a living embodiment of an actual Human Unity”? 

Didn’t the Mother write in 1954 this sentence in the “Dream”? 

“In short, it would be a place where human relationships, which are normally based almost exclusively on 

competition and strife, would be replaced by relationships of emulation in doing well, of collaboration and real 

brotherhood.” 

Why won’t the AVFO and secretary’s ATDC abide by this sentence of the Dream?  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6HQQy2nj0zUUFE0MnVpYlNuWkU/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-yuFfchonQwGsJAmgSOT71w
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4. EVALUATION OF THE ROAD BEING BUILT 

 

The work done by the contractor SP & Co, which has been contracted by CPWD, is substandard for every detail or 

sequence of the road construction. The following section reports how badly this road is being built and how it does 

not follow the Indian standards, which are published by the Indian Roads Congress and the Ministry of Surface 

Transport (Roads Wing). 

 

4.1 SUB-GRADE AND SUB-BASE 

First, the materials are not the correct ones: 

− To save on the cost of the filling material for levelling depressions, the contractor is using a fine red soil for 

levelling the depressions. This red soil is very fine and does not contains aggregates. When the Auroville Road 

Service needs to use a cheaper filler, they use what they call “Gravel”, which is a very gravely red soil, 

containing about 30% of small aggregates (3 to 10 mm). The correct practice is to use well graded soils 

containing large size of aggregates, varying from 20-25 to 100-125 mm, according to the Indian standard IRC 

19-2005. The practice from the Auroville Road Service to use the “gravel” is justified by the fact that the 

Auroville area does not have well graded soil, containing such size of aggregates. 

− The filling layer in front of the Youth Centre (Figure 11) was done with a mix of red soil and top soil containing 

roots, which was collected from the clearing of the forest. 

− To save on the cost of aggregates and to minimise the process of laying various layers of different materials, 

the contactor used a very thick single layer of mixed aggregates, containing a lot of fine stone dust. The later is 

so fine, that it has the size of silt (<0.06 mm). Thus, this material will seal the sub-grade and will not allow 

percolation of rainwater. In contrast, the Auroville Road Service follows the best practice, which is to lay clean 

aggregates of 40 mm in 2 layers of 10 cm compressed to 8 cm, then 1 layer of 20 mm aggregate and finally 

baby jelly (6-8 mm). Only this sub-grade can allow rainwater to percolate. See Figure 13. 

 

Fig. 11: In front of YC: filling with red soil mixed top soil 

 

Fig. 12: Single layer of mixed material of 40 cm and not 10 

 

Fig. 13:  Auroville Road Service best practice works for the previous part of the Crown: 

Proper materials with proper thicknesses of the various layers  
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Second, all the materials are spread as a single layer which is too thick, and not compressed enough: 

− Figures 11 and 12 in the previous page show that the aggregate has been laid as a single layer of 40 cm. Thus, 

the bottom part of the layer cannot be well compressed. The course was compressed by only 5 cm. 

− Figures 14 to 16 below show how thick the single layer is before compressing it with the roller compressor. 

− Figure 17 shows a small test that the author did at the same place as shown in Figure 16: using only the force 

of both hands, the rod of  16 mm went inside the layer after it was compressed. At 10 cm below the top, the 

rod went in by 10 cm and at 30 cm below the top, the rod went in by 30 cm… Th is shows that the bottom part 

of the layer was not compressed at all. Thus, it is very likely that this part of the road will cave in after the rains. 

 

Fig. 14: 40 to 60 cm of loose red soil at once = far too thick 

 

Fig. 15: 45 cm of loose red soil = not well compressed 

 

Fig. 16: 60 cm of loose red soil at once = far too thick 

 

Fig. 17: Bottom part of the layer not compressed 

The Indian Roads Congress standard “IRC 19-2005 Standard Specifications and Code of Practice for Water Bound 

Macadam”, specifies in section 3.2.1, page 5 that these courses should be done “with a compacted layer 

thickness of 100 mm”. It even adds further in section 4.3.2, page 8 “that thickness of each compacted layer is not 

more than 100 mm for grading 1” (clean aggregates ranging from 125 to 22.4 mm). See Figures 18 and 19. 

Similarly, the standard published by the Ministry of Surface Transport “Specification for road and Bridges work”, 

1973 revised 1995, mentions in section 400, pages 101 to 105, the same specifications and requirements for sub-

base (non-bituminous and shoulders). 

  

 Fig. 18: 100 mm thick layer from IRC 19-2005 Fig. 19: Max 100 mm thick layer from IRC 19-2005 
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4.2 KERBS, ALINGMENT AND LEVELS 

Another serious problem is that the contractor did not put any markers. He uses only a total station to mark the 

road and levels. We have no idea which reference points he is taking to be sure of the correct location of the road - 

Sindhuja never answered this question. Further, one man on the site mentioned once that they took the “Globe” 

(Matrimandir) as the centre point of the crown. He was not able to say anything else. In fact, the centre of Auroville 

is the banyan tree and not the Matrimandir, and with only a single point, it is not possible to locate anything: 

Reference points are needed for that as it is necessary to do some triangulation to locate something correctly on 

the ground.  Therefore, it is not possible to be sure if the road is well located. Anyhow, this is not within the scope 

of this study. Nevertheless, the levels and alignment of the kerbs are very badly done, as the photos below show. 

 

Fig. 20: Kerbs are laid on the soil and not on cement mortar 

 

Fig. 21: No plain concrete on the sides 

The kerbs are not laid on cement mortar as they should be and no plain concrete is laid on the sides to hold the 

kerbs, as the Auroville Road Service does. 

 

Fig. 22: Kerbs are falling and moving a lot 

 

Fig. 23: Kerbs are not aligned properly and move 

Kerbs are not aligned: 

A string line of 10 m was pulled to 

check the alignment of the kerb in 

various places. Figures 24 and 25 

besides show how accurate the laying 

of these kerbs is. 

Further, as the kerbs are not held by 

plain concrete at the bottom, they 

move further, during the compression 

of the layers by the roller compressor. 

Thus, they also tilt as the layers are 

not compressed on both sides 

simultaneously.  

 

Fig. 24: No care for alignment 

 

Fig. 25: Up to 2.5 cm wrong 
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The kerbs zigzag a lot, as showed in Figure 26. This figure shows also that this part of the kerbs is linear and does 

not even follow the curve of the Crown. 

We also checked the levels of the kerbs, as it also appeared that they were not levelled. A string line of 10 m was 

also pulled to check these levels. Figures 27 and 28 shows that there is always 2 cm difference in level on 10 m. 

This checking was done 5 times on 50 m and there was always such a difference. 

We also checked the levels with a tube level on both sides of the road, to check the slope: We took 10 

measurements over 50 m. The slope mentioned on the drawing in Figure 4 on page 7 is 2 cm/m, thus making 13.4 

cm difference between the inner and outer kerbs. Figure 29 shows that the difference in slope varies from 8.5 cm to 

13.2 cm, but never 13.4 cm. Thus, giving slopes varying between 1.27% to 1.97% and not 2%. 

We also checked the levels between the outer kerbs of the road and the outer kerbs of the right of way. Again, there 

were a lot of differences with the levels varying from -2 to +3 cm, thus making a difference up to 5 cm. 

 

Fig. 26: Zigzags and kerbs linear and not curved 

 

Fig. 27: Kerbs not levelled, up to 2 cm difference 

 

Fig. 28: Wrong levels 

 

Fig. 29: Never the proper slope: 1.26% to 1.97% and not 2% 

 

Fig. 30: Difference of levels between road and right of way 

 

Fig. 31: Kerbs are not levels and show big bump 

Figure 31 shows a very big bump, with 6.5 cm wrong on 20.6 m long. The contractor is not checking well his work. 
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Fig. 32: Big bump by 6.5 cm 

 

Fig. 33: Inaccuracy of levelling 

Figures 32 and 33 show how inaccurate the levelling is. This is the result of not taking proper markers and not 

laying the kerbs on cement mortar. 

We also measured the width of the road, which is 

supposed to be 6.7 m. We took 10 measurements over 

50 m and the width is rarely 6.7 m. 

Figure 34 shows that the width varies between 6.66 and 

6.72 m, thus making 6 cm of difference. 

Similarly, the width of the outer infrastructure corridor, 

which is supposed to be 5.8 m wide, varies even more, 

from 5.765 m to 5.86 m, thus making a greater 

difference, up to 9.5 cm. 

 

Fig. 34: Width varying a lot 

 

4.3 POSITION OF THE UNDERGROUND HT CABLE 

Several measurements were taken, trying to locate this HT cable, as it appeared that the trench was never in the 

same alignment from the road.  Figures 35 to 41 show that the underground HT cable is never located at the same 

distance from the road, as is varies from 30 cm in to 60 cm out. 

Thus, it will be impossible to know with precision where this cable will be for future possible maintenance.  

 

Fig. 35: HT cable moves from 30 cm in to 60 cm out. 

 

Fig. 36: Totally inaccurate location of the HT cable 
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Something was very puzzling about this HT cable: Figure 41 shows the HT cable going out of the ground on the 

front side, but at the other end, there was no cable in the trench, which was randomly opened or filled, over about 

100-120 m. 

We checked very carefully by removing the loose soil in 

a trench which was opened, to see if the cable was 

below the earth which fell in (Figure 40) and after 20 cm 

we found the natural ground and no cable. 

Therefore, I asked Ponnusamy, from the Electrical 

Service and member of the secretary’s ATDC, one week 

ago “Does it mean that the cable has been laid in the 

middle portion of the road only, and not at the 

entrance?” 

He did not answer this question, asked one week ago. 

 

Fig. 37: Trench 30 cm inside and no cable 

 

Fig. 38: Trench never in a straight line with no cable inside 

 

Fig. 39:  Trench 15 cm outside and no cable 

 

Fig. 40: Trench 1.3 m deep with no cable inside 

 

Fig. 41: Cable comes out in front, but no cable at the end 
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4.4 LAYING OF THE NEW PAVERS 

With the frenzied action undertaken by the secretary’s ATDC, perhaps to show the Governing Board and the 

International Advisory Council who they are meeting soon, the contractor started to lay the pavers. As a result, the 

pavement is so badly done that it will be impossible to drive on them as we have measured up to 11 mm difference 

of level of two pavers side by side (Figures 43 and 45). 

The figures below speak for themselves. 

This odd work is due to several reasons: 

1. The block thickness varies a lot: measurements were taken on 50 blocks: the thinnest one being 70.9 mm and 

the thickest being 83.8 mm = 12.9 mm thickness difference on 50 pavers. 

In addition to this unacceptable variation, many pavers (at least a quarter of the 50 blocks measured) had a 

great variation in thickness from one side to the other. 

=> The maximum thickness measured varied from 78 mm to 69.3 mm = 8.7 mm difference for a single paver. 

2. The sand bed below was not well levelled by the contractor 

3. The workers laying the pavers are unskilled and did not lay them well. 

4. The contractor does not supervise anything and has not demonstrates attention to quality. 

5. The level of the pavers varies a lot, from 40 mm to 55 mm above the kerbs (Figure 43), when they must be at 

the same level. However, a worker said that a layer of granite slabs of 50 mm will come on top of the kerbs, laid 

on a sand bed of 10 mm. Firstly, the thicknesses will not match, as the difference of level between the pavers 

and the kerbs is as an average 48 mm (taken from 10 measurements) whereas the slab with sand will be 60 

mm. Secondly, this detail is vey bad, as the granite slabs will partly rest on the hard kerbs and the soft filling of 

the side, thus causing the slab to break if any vehicle drives on it. 

 

Fig. 42: Pavers laid very badly 

 

Fig. 43: A lot of difference of level between pavers 

 

Fig. 44: 10 mm difference in level between 2 pavers 

 

Fig. 45: 11 mm difference in level between 2 pavers 

=> These pavers must be entirely removed. 

  



- 18 - 

5. COMPARATIVE STUDY OF OLD PAVERS AND NEW PAVERS 

 

5.1 TESTING PROTOCOL AND SPECIFICATIONS FROM THE INDIAN STANDARDS 

Following the request from the RA TDC, we tested the old pavers and the new pavers. We conducted the test for 

water absorption and dry compressive strength according to the Indian Standard “IS 15658-2006 Precast concrete 

block for paving – Specifications”. 

Water absorption followed the protocol described in Annex C of this standard: Pavers were immersed 24 hours in 

water and then dried in a ventilated dry air oven at 107C for 24 hours, until two successive weighing at intervals of 

2 h show an increment of loss not greater than 0.2 percent of the previously determined mass of the specimen.  

The compressive strength followed the protocol described in Annex D of this standard. They were tested with our 

3000 kN digital testing machine. 

The standard IS 15658-2006 specifies these requirements: 

− Maximum limit for water absorption: 7% 

− Strength required according to use:  

30 MPa: Non-traffic; 35 MPa: Medium-traffic; 40 MPa: Medium-traffic (city streets); 50 MPa: Heavy-traffic 

(industrial complexes); 55 MPa: Very heavy-traffic (container terminals) 

 

Fig. 46: Recommended specifications according to IS 15658-2006 
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5.2 OLD PAVERS PRODUCED BY THE ROAD SERVICE IN 2012 

The old pavers which were manufactured by the Road Service in 2012 were collected from the stretch of the Crown 

Road near Svedam, which had been dismantled by the secretary’s ATDC. Luckily, some pavers were left on the 

road and we could collect them. Nine pavers were selected randomly. Their compressive area was 338.55 cm
2
. 

Only three samples were tested for water absorption. 

 

Fig. 47: Old paver blocks 

 

Fig. 48: Testing old pavers 

The results were as such: 

− Average thickness, taken on 50 samples = 79.9 mm => Thickness varies from 76.6 to 81.8 mm = 5.2 mm. 

− Average water absorption, taken on 3 samples = 4.1% 

− Average compressive strength, taken on 9 samples = 47.01 MPa 

− Standard deviation of the compressive strength, taken on 9 samples = 7.87 MPa. 

Note: 1 MPa = 10.917 kg/cm
2
 = 145.037 PSI 

 

5.3 NEW PAVERS FROM SRI ANNAI TILES, DELIVERED FIRST AND RETURNED 

Several thousand blocks were delivered on the side of the road being built opposite of the Youth Centre. They were 

produced by Sri Annai tiles, Poothurai - Gorimedu Road near Ousteri lake. Nine samples were collected randomly 

from this pile. Their compressive area was 319.49 cm
2
. Similarly, to the old pavers, only three samples were tested 

for water absorption. 

 

Fig. 49: New pavers by Sri Annai Tiles 

 

Fig. 50: Testing new pavers by Sri Annai Tiles 

The results were as such: 

− Average thickness, taken on 9 samples = 78.2 mm 

− Average water absorption, taken on 3 samples = 8.7% 

− Average compressive strength, taken on 9 samples = 18.36 MPa 

− Standard deviation of the compressive strength, taken on 9 samples = 7.37 MPa. 

While preparing this report, new information surfaced: On Saturday 6
th
 August, the secretary’s ATDC returned all 

these new pavers to the manufacturer. They may have realised that these pavers were not up to the grade they 

wanted to have, as it is shown in the data above.  
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5.4 NEW PAVERS, SECOND BATCH FROM VIGNESH INDUSTRIES TO BE USED 

After the return of the first batch of pavers, the secretary’s ATDC again delivered several thousand blocks on the 

side of the road being built opposite of the Youth Centre. These pavers were produced by Vignesh Industries, 

Chennai. The cost of the pavers is 63 Rs./ sqft, thus ~21 Rs. /paver. Nine samples were also collected randomly 

from this pile. Their compressive area was also 319.49 cm
2
. Three samples were tested for water absorption. 

 

Fig. 51: New pavers by Vignesh Industries 

 

Fig. 52: Testing new pavers by Vignesh Industries 

The results were as such: 

− Average thickness, taken on 50 samples = 75.8 mm => Thickness varies from 70.9 to 83.8 mm = 12.9 mm. 

− Average water absorption, taken on 3 samples = 6.7% 

− Average compressive strength, taken on 9 samples = 41.13 MPa 

− Standard deviation of the compressive strength, taken on 9 samples = 4.58 MPa. 

For more information on the testing report for all these types of blocks, see Annex 7.6, page 32. 

5.5 ANALYSIS OF THE RESULTS 

Though the pavers produced by Sri Annai Tiles will not be used, it is important to compare them with the older 

pavers, as it demonstrates how unprofessional the secretary’s ATDC has been proceeding from the very onset. 

• Old pavers from the Road Service 

− The strength of the old pavers satisfies the requirements of IS 15658-2006 for medium-traffic of city streets, 

which requires 40 MPa, but their compressive strength is 47.01 MPa, with only 4.1% water absorption. 

− They are 14% stronger than the new pavers from Vignesh Industries and their water absorption is 61% 

better. => Therefore, there was no reason at all to remove these pavers. 

• New pavers from Sri Annai Tiles 

− They are sub-standard and cannot be used for traffic roads according to IS 15658-2006. 

− They cannot even be used to pathways as the minimum requirement is 30 MPa and the average 

compressive strength was18.36 MPa. Their water absorption is higher than the limit of 7% with 8.7%. 

• New pavers from Vignesh Industries 

− Though they are better than the pavers done by Sri Annai Tiles, with a compressive strength of 41.13 MPa, 

they are still weaker than the old pavers of the Road Service by 14%. 

− These pavers did not undergo “all the necessary quality check in due course of time…” mentioned by 

Ponnusamy in his email dated 15. 07. 2021 (see Annex 7.4, page 30). 

− Pavers are thinner by 4.1 mm than the ones of the RS. Their thickness varies up to 12.9 mm. 

− The maximum thickness difference in a block, from one side to the other is 8.7 mm. 

− The new pavers may erode faster than the old ones, as their water absorption is much higher with 6.7%, and 

at the limit of the Indian standard IS 15658-2006 (7%). 

 Therefore, the argument of Sindhuja in the “Community support meeting” held on the 26
th
 July, that they 

are removing the old blocks because they wanted to have better grade and thickness does not stand at all. 

Many questions arise about this work and especially these two:  

• Why are they laying new pavers without having tested them and be sure that they are according to standards? 

=> They even made that mistake twice!!! 

• Why did they dismantle the existing road before being sure that they could find better pavers and do a better work? 

This is one more example of the lack of project planning and professional incompetence.  
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6. EVALUATION OF THE QUALITY OF THE EXISTING CROWN ROAD 

 

During the “Community Support Meeting” held on the 26
th
 July, Sindhuja justified the removal of the existing pavers 

because according to her “They are not in a perfect condition first of all”.  

It is true that they are not in a perfect condition, because the oldest ones have seen 14 years of traffic and the 

newest ones 10 years, and they received respectively rainfall of 20,203 mm and 13,282 mm. 

Therefore, it was necessary to evaluate the state of the old pavers and the whole road to be sure of her statement. 

 

6.1 REMOVAL OF THE PAVERS OF THE EXISTING CROWN ROAD BUILT BY THE ROAD SERVICE 

The 1,423 m length of the Crown Road was built by the Road Service with GoI funds from 2008 to 2013. The width 

of the road is mostly 4.5 m, except for the Solar Kitchen – PTDC stretch, where it is 7.5, thus amounting to 7,040 

m
2
. The Road Service estimated recently the cost of the pavement that the secretary’s ATDC is removing to 92, 34 

Lakhs Rs. See figure 53 below. 

 

Fig. 53: Details of the stretch of the crown road built by the road Service 

Sindhuja said in the “Community Support Meeting” held on the 26
th
 July, that they wanted to use these pavers to 

make a road near Aurodam and something at the southern service node. However, 7,040 m
2
 of pavers is 1.74 

acres or a square of 84 m x 84 m. Do they really have a study for that or is it merely an idea thrown to try justifying 

wasting 92.34 Lakhs Rs. of government funds? 

 

Fig. 54: Removing pavers which are in a very good condition 

 

Fig. 55: Pavers removed 
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Fig. 56: Removing the kerbs 

 

Fig. 57: Pavers in good condition 

 

Fig. 58: Transportation of pavers 

 

Fig. 59: River sand has been removed 

Figure 59 shows dismantled stretch of Svedam which was in the best condition, as this stretch did not have so 

much traffic. All the river sand (~111 m
3
, worth ~1.7 Lakhs Rs. in 2013) has been removed and no one knows 

where it went. Furthermore, this material is very precious, as it is not possible to get any of it anymore due to the 

ban on it. Is this sand sold? If yes, to whom and why? 

The removal of these pavers and kerbs was mentioned in the tender given by CPWD. However, did the secretary’s 

ATDC do a technical study to show that these pavers were not good enough and that they had to be removed? As 

the government paid for it, the government must have approved first their removal. 

 

6.2 STATE OF THE PAVEMENT AFTER 10 AND 14 YEARS 

A visual examination of the quality of pavers was done on stretches of the road which have not yet been 

demolished (~950 m). Some parts of the road are in a very good condition after 12 years (stretch after Arka), as 

shown in Figure 60 and 61. Similarly, many parts of the Crown are in the same condition. 

 

Fig. 60: Road after Arka, towards Gaia 

 

Fig. 61: Texture of pavers after 12 years & 14,864 mm rainfall 
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The visual examination also tried to identify the most damaged pavers. Figures 62 and 63 below show the most 

damaged part of the entire Crown, opposite Arka, near an entrance of Surender. Figure 62 shows the area of the 

road which was surveyed: An area of 4.6 m
2
 (137 blocks). Only 17 blocks were eroded as shown in Figure 63, 

thus giving a ratio of 12.4%.  

It is important to note that the pavers shown in figures 62 and 63 are the worst of the entire Crown. In most of the 

areas, pavers are not eroded much and look like those in Figure 63, in the previous page. Nevertheless, though 

these blocks do not look great, they could still have been used for several more years. 

However, the advantage of paver blocks compared to macadam is that any damaged paver can be easily removed 

and replaced. 

 

Fig. 62: Most damaged pavers at the entrance of Surrender 

 

Fig. 63: Most damaged pavers opp. Arka-entrance of Surrender 

It should be mentioned that most of the severe erosions are due to the abrasion caused by the red soil brought up 

onto the pavers by vehicles where the CR is connected to the dust road. This was to be expected. 

 

6.3 PLANENESS, EVENNESS AND DEFORMATIONS 

Another part of the evaluation was to study the planeness, evenness and deformations of the most damaged parts 

of the remaining road. This was conducted by either pulling a 10 m string line very tightly or checking the 

deformations with a straight edge of 3.6 m long in the most damaged parts. 

 

Fig. 64: Existing road at Kalabhumi 

 

Fig. 65: Existing road at Gaia 

Figure 64 shows the most damaged parts at the beginning of the stretch of Kalabhumi, which are eroded because 

of the step between the dirt road and pavers. The left side, which is 2.5 cm depressed is due to a deformation of 

the sub-base. 

However, the entire area of the deformation is only ~1 m
2
 and could be easily repaired if needed. 

Figure 65 shows significant deformation on the stretch near Gaia, with long undulations, but of a maximum of 2.5 

centimetre. It is important to mention such deformations are impossible to feel while driving. 
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Figure 67 shows the most deformed part of the entire 

Crown Road, opposite of Arka, near an entrance of 

Surrender. 

These deformations are due to the settlement of the 

sub-base. However, the paver blocks were not 

damaged. 

This kind of deformations could easily be repaired by 

removing the pavers, redoing the sub-base and putting 

the pavers back. 

 

Fig. 66: Existing road at Gaia: deformation over 3.6 m 

 

Fig. 67: Existing road at Arka: the most damaged part 

 

Fig. 68: Existing road at the round about 

 

6.4 UNJUSTIFIED DESTRUCTION OF THE EXISTING ROAD BUILT WITH GOVERNMENT FUNDS 

The evaluation of the existing road shows that it is still in a very condition after 10 and 14 years and receiving, for 

the oldest pavers 20.2 m of heavy monsoon rainfall during that time. Only a very few blocks would need to be 

replaced if their eroded texture were deemed unacceptable. 

The strength of the old pavers largely satisfies the requirements of IS 15658-2006 for medium-traffic of city 

streets: the minimum requirement for such road is 40 MPa and the old blocks have an average compressive 

strength of 47.01 MPa, which almost meet the requirements for heavy-traffic (industrial complexes). 

Therefore, the removal of these pavers was totally unjustified and is a huge waste of government money, worth 

92.34 Lakhs Rs., plus the cost of removing the pavers, estimated in the tender of CPWD at 5.44 Lakhs Rs. … 

This amounts to a waste of almost one Crore Rs. (0.9778 Crore Rs. to be precise), paid with GoI funds. 

Furthermore, the road which has been dismantled in front of Santé is being very badly redone by the contractor: 

aggregates containing a lot of fine dust (Figure 69) have been spread in a very thick layer (Figure 70). The grainsize 

distribution of this material shows that it has a continuous grainsize distribution with 22.1% of very fine grains from 

0.5 to 0.05 mm, meaning that it is a very compact material, which will make the layer nearly impervious and 

thus will stop the percolation of rainwater. The road done by the Road Service was very well done with the proper 

size and clean aggregates and it has behaved very well over the last 10 and 14 years. 

Figure 70 shows that this base course is 8 cm higher than the old road. This means that the road level, which was 

correctly levelled by the Road Service, will be ~20 higher than what was done earlier. This will create problems to 

access the surrounding development existing beside the road. 

 

Fig. 69: Too many fines in the aggregate 

 

Fig. 70: Course higher by 8 cm above old road level 
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7. ANNEXES 

 

7.1 NOTE ON THE TOWN PLANNING BODIES AND AUROVILLE WORKING GROUPS 

According to the “Foundation Act 1988”, the Auroville Foundation is composed of three authorities which are the 

Governing Board (GB), the Residents’ Assembly (RA) and the International Advisory Council (IAC). As per the act, 

the Residents’ Assembly is in charge of selecting its various working groups, such as the Working Committee, The 

Auroville Council, the Funds and Asset Management Committee, the Town Development Council, etc. 

However, the secretary’s office has recently started to issue Office Orders with the intention of replacing members 

of these groups with people of her choice. 

Accordingly, a few months back the secretary, Dr Jayanti Ravi has nominated a new team for the town planning 

that we mention here as either “ATDC” or the “secretary’s ATDC”. This body is not, according to the Foundation 

Act 1988, the legal body representing the Residents’ Assembly. Therefore legally, this body has no authority to do 

any town planning in Auroville. However, with the support of the secretary, they do. 

At the end of June 2022, the Residents’ Assembly has elected a new group of Town Planning Council that we refer 

here as the “RA TDC” or the Town Development Council selected by the Residents' Assembly. Only this body 

should have the authority to do town planning and to order work to be done in Auroville. 

Furthermore, the members of the ATDC have to be approved by the Ministry of Human Resource Development and 

their names and functions printed in the Gazette of India. To our knowledge, none of these legal requirements have 

been taken by the Auroville Foundation Office. 
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7.2 LETTER FROM B.V. DOSHI AND SAURO FROM THE 2011 TDC REARDING AWARDING WORKS 

Note: the author has highlighted in yellow the most important part regarding the allocation of works. 

 

Fig. 71 (1): Letter from B.V. Doshi and Sauro, dated 11. 08. 2011, first page 
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Fig. 71 (2): Letter from B.V. Doshi and Sauro, dated 11. 08. 2011, second page 
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7.3 REQUEST FROM THE AV TOWN DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL OF THE RESIDENT ASSEMBLY 

 

 

Fig. 72: Letter from the RA TDC ordering this study 
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7.4 LETTER FROM THE ATDC (PONNUSAMY) ASKING NOT TO INTEFERE AND NOT TO TEST PAVERS 

The author asked Ponnusamy, member of the secretary’s ATDC, to collect some samples for testing, as he found 

that the new paver blocks were not as good as the old ones. This request was out of a genuine concern for the 

quality of the road. However, the answer of Ponnusamy clearly states that they don’t help and people to interfere , 

meaning to check what they are doing. However, this question remains: why did they deliver pavers twice on the 

road, before testing them? 

 

Fig. 73: Reply from Ponnusamy asking not to interfere 
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7.5 LONGITUDINAL SECTIONS OF THE CROWN RAOD, SURVEYED BY DIRK NAGELSCHMIDT 

These sections were part of the report done by Dirk on Crown Road 2012. 

 

 

Fig. 74: Longitudinal section, part 1 

 

 

Fig. 75: Longitudinal section, part 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6HQQy2nj0zUUFE0MnVpYlNuWkU/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-yuFfchonQwGsJAmgSOT71w
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7.6 TESTING REPORT OF PAVER BLOCKS CONDUCTED BY AVEI 

Report of the 1
st
 batch of new paver blocks, produced by Sri Annai Tiles (returned just before the completion of this report). 

 

Fig. 76: Test results pavers – Old ones & new pavers produced by Sri Annai tiles 
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Report of the second batch of new paver blocks, produced by Vignesh Industries, delivered on Sunday 7
th
 August. 

 

 

Fig. 77: Test results pavers – Old ones & new pavers produced by Vignesh Industries  
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Data on the comparative measurement between 50 old pavers from the Road Service and 50 new ones from Vignesh 

Industries. Note that the old pavers are 4.1 mm thicker than the new ones and are much more regular in size. 

 

Fig. 78: Comparative measurement between the old pavers by the Road Service and the new ones by Vignesh Industries 
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7.7 DESTRUCTION OF THE YOUTH CENTRE WITHOUT PROPER NOTICE 

There have been accusations from the Auroville Foundation Office that large portions of the Auroville population, 

particularly the youth, do not support the development of Auroville in line with the Galaxy concept, but this can be 

contradicted by the actions of youth in the months prior to the destruction of the Youth Centre. Young Aurovilians 

from the Youth Centre, in collaboration with the youth network organised a participatory planning workshop, on the 

6
th
 September 2021, long before the destruction of the Youth centre, which started on the 4

th
 December 2021. 

This workshop aimed to collect wishes, dreams project ideas and aspirations. Please follow this link for more 

information: Planning workshop organised by the Youth. This workshop shows the goodwill and aspiration not only 

of the youth of Auroville, but of so many elders who attended the workshop to explore how to manifest Auroville. 

The exercise done with 18 architects with the participation of many people for the Dream Weaving contradicts also 

the statement of the AVFO and the secretary’s ATDC that large portions of the Auroville population do not support 

the development of Auroville in line with the Galaxy concept. 

 

7.7.1 Main sequence of events, starting at the Youth Centre 

The main sequences of events reported here show the violence committed by the Foundation Office against the 

Youth Centre (YC), by asking police force to enforce the clearing of a forest, hiring people to threaten youth and the 

destruction of their living spaces without proper notice. It is important to note the date and time of the following 

events, which show how fast the situation evolved, or rather degenerated in the first days. It is also important to 

note the timeline and promises given by the secretary Dr Jayanti Ravi and her ATDC, which were never fulfilled. 

The following sequence of events, photos, videos and comments made by members of the secretary’s ATDC 

demonstrate the premeditated attempt by the AVFO and the secretary’s ATDC to destroy the Youth Centre, and also 

the forest of Darkali. Some sentences are underlined by the author hereafter to emphasize this fact. 

The violence committed by the Foundation Office traumatised many of the youth of the YC, as well as older 

residents. The Foundation Office has to be accountable for it and this trauma to be dealt with. 

In the following link Destruction of the YC on the 9
th
 Dec. 2021, led by Antim one can hear at 5 min 20 s. a 

volunteer screaming: she was sleeping in the main space when the JCB started breaking the roof while she was still 

inside. Luckily, the AV Security could to drag her out, otherwise she could have been killed. 

− 2021 12 02: The Youth Centre and Bliss Forest members receive an email from ATDC informing them that the 

work on clearing the 16.7 m right of way will begin ‘next week’ (meaning on the 9
th
 Dec.). 

− 2021 12 03: Youth Centre responds via email, demanding a stay on this decision, given the short notice.  

− 2021 12 04: The community gathers for the funeral of Bernard Borg. Toby and Joel are seen at the gate of Lila 

Loka by 8:30 am. A resident asks Toby why they are there when people are heading to a previously announced 

honouring event, and that the ATDC has just written an email to the YC saying they would be coming to clear in 

a week, Toby replies, "plans changed" and cannot look in the eyes of the resident. 

− 2021 12 04, 9 am: Contrary to what ATDC has previously informed the YC and Bliss Forest stewards, 

bulldozers, from Auroville Road Service arrive at Bliss forest, and they start uprooting trees. No Work Order is 

presented by the people doing the clearing work. Bliss Forest - 4
th
 Dec. 2021. 

− 2021 12 04, 9.30 am: Caretakers call out for help. More than a hundred Aurovilians rush to the site. The police 

is called by the Foundation. After being given all the facts by the residents, the police leave the site. 

− 2021 12 04, Noon: Residents reach out to the WC and the ATDC for explanation and to decide on a way forward.  

− 2021 12 05, 1 am: Bulldozers leave the Foundation office with ATDC members, escorted by many police 

officers, and head to Bliss Forest to uproot trees in the middle of the night. YC residents rush to stop their 

advance. Extra police officers have already erected multiple roadblocks at all access points, to stop other 

concerned residents from reaching YC. The police arrest some of the Aurovilian teenagers, including a girl. A 

few dozen Aurovilians manage to reach the site through the forest, some assaulted by the police as they do. The 

arrested youth are eventually released. Youth Center - 5
th
 Dec. 2021   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCISDrPNSx_WoAvOR0k2AotQ/featured
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYf8SYkg7Eo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRTrjplGWFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqEUDjqa8FE
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− 2021 12 05, 3 pm: Shocked community members gather at Kalabhumi amphitheatre to discuss the aggressive 

events. The consensus is that the events represent a kind of behaviour that cannot be accepted in Auroville. A 

resolution is signed to this effect, by all present at the meeting.  

− 2021 12 06, 6 pm: Five Aurovilians meet the Secretary at Matrimandir. She verbally offers 10 Lakhs Rs. to the 

YC, and the possibility of relocating the buildings in the Bliss Forest if the YC and the rest of the community 

steps aside. They are told they must respond by 7 am the following morning. 

− 2021 12 06, 8 pm: YC members call an emergency meeting to report the outcome of the talk with the 

Secretary, as they have been given only 12 hours to accept the offer. The youth accept to collaborate under 

some conditions: They will dismantle the buildings themselves. They decline the financial compensation. ATDC 

should provide the signed NOC within 48 hours to allow the construction of the new buildings in the same area. 

A written response is sent within the required timeframe to the Secretary and the ATDC. 

− 2021 12 07, 7 am: No answer has been received from the Secretary’s office by 7 am, the deadline given by the 

Secretary. The YC continues to wait for a written agreement signed by the Secretary. 

− 2021 12 07, 8 am: A spontaneous meeting is held with the wider community at the YC. Still no answer from the 

Secretary’s office has been received. While the meeting is undergoing, an answer from ATDC is received, but it 

differs from the original request, and is confirmed by the Secretary’s office.   

− 2021 12 07, noon: Outreach Media (Auroville’s service that facilitates external media relations on behalf of the 

community) is told by the Foundation to “refrain on issuing any statements until further notice”. The Foundation 

office appoints two official spokespersons, without seeking any approval from the Residents.  

− 2021 12 07, 3 pm: In order to support the youth in these challenging times, a peaceful get-together is planned 

at YC so that the community can heal together. However, a parallel event is then announced by the newly -

appointed “Auroville Spokespersons” at the same venue. Despite this tactic, the event goes ahead peacefully. 

− 2021 12 07, 3 pm: Darkali stewards make a presentation to ATDC for their proposal to develop the land in an 

ecologically sensitive manner. 

− 2021 12 08: The Residents Assembly asks the Working Committee (WC) to organise an emergency RAD. The 

request is refused by the majority of the WC members, with two members in favour, and four against.  

− 2021 12 09, 7 am: More than 100 unidentified people led by Venkatesh Thiruchitrambalam, Panchayat leader 

of Koot Road, allegedly hired by an Aurovilian under the order of the Foundation Secretariat, enter the YC with 

two bulldozers. The YC team and concerned citizens try to establish order and request the official Work Order. 

Ignoring their requests, the paid crowd and machines forcefully enter and start destroying infrastructure, 

bulldozing trees and buildings. Aurovilians are manhandled. Finally, residents from different communities of 

Auroville come together. Holding hands, they silently bear witness. Youth Center - 9
th
 Dec. 2021 - Part 1  

− 2021 12 09, 9 am: Within 2 hours all the buildings are down. Aurovilians watch in shock. More buildings have 

been taken down than had earlier been discussed. 

− 2021 12 09, 3 pm: While some residents attend a meeting at the Unity Pavilion called by the Foundation, 

bulldozers, driven by people from a distant village (not direct neighbours of Auroville), make their way towards 

Darkali. The sudden arrival of bulldozers causes a chaotic situation as Aurovilians and concerned people try to 

stop them without using violence. After some confrontations, the situation evolves into a peaceful sit -down 

protest, as those present chant and refuse to move. 

− 2021 12 09, 6 pm: The community is informed that at 6 am the following morning, bulldozing will restart at 

Darkali. Peaceful protesters continue to camp at the site overnight. 

− 2021 12 10, 7.30 am: Four bulldozers, along with Auroville’s Road Service and members of ATDC arrive in 

Darkali. They start bulldozing work, while Auroville residents protest silently.  

− 2021 12 10, 2.30 pm: A Stay Order is obtained from the National Green Tribunal, which orders that the felling of 

trees must stop for one week (until 17
th
 December). All work is stopped.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0vDB15EyLY
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− 2021 12 10: Former International Advisory Council (IAC) members send a collective statement to the Chairman 

of the Governing Board (GB), sharing their deep admiration for Auroville and their equally deep concern 

regarding the unfolding events. 

− 2021 12 11: The present IAC expresses its concerns in writing to the GB and calls for inclusiveness and 

collaboration. 

− 2021 12 12: Auroville Road Service proceeds with the marking for the high tension cable and start digging. 

− 2021 12 21: The stay order is extended until the next hearing on the 3
rd
 January 2022.  

− 2021 12 22, 8 am: In violation of the stay order prohibiting any activities in the area, the Auroville Road Service 

starts laying HT cable in the trench, despite some trees standing on the path. 

− 2021 12 22: The AVI board sends a second letter to Dr Jayanti Ravi, and to the members of the GB. 

− 2021 12 28: The ATDC informs the community that they will not take into account the ongoing Resident 

Assembly decision process by pausing development till a decision is made by the community. 

− 2022 01 02: A second meeting of the Residents’ Assembly is held to organise an RAD to pause development till 

a decision is made by the community. Revised RAD proposal 02. 01. 2022 

− 2022 01 04: The status quo order continues. Meanwhile sessions for a collaborative and participatory planning 

organized by the Citizen Assembly are taking place with the participation of Vastu Shilpa consultant. 

Dreamweavers walk, 4
th
 Jan. 2022 

 

7.7.2 Violence at the Youth Centre 

The following photos are of very poor quality, as they have taken in a rush with cell phones and often from print 

screen of a video. 

 

Fig. 79: Police manhandling people 

 

Fig. 80: JCB bulldozing at night with police force 

Please follow these links more information on how the AVFO and the secretary’s ATDC orchestrated the destruction 

of this place, where a volunteer could have been killed. 

− Violence on the 5th & 9th Dec. 2021, led by Antim 

− Photos and videos of the violence by the mob on the 9
th
 Dec. 2021 

− Photos and videos of the events of Dec. 2021 

− Photos and videos of the following events in 2022 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1c3_WnSBhE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kW3yDUTCEtI
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10_6mLc8bd7gecSJ4lESvapoY3iYUENSY/view?usp=sharing
https://photos.app.goo.gl/rERgfmR1oeUG92z48
https://photos.app.goo.gl/odgpEhsePnRuG5YSA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/6tEYLCM91s93rX847
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Fig. 81: Antim attacking people 

 

Fig. 82: Antim trying to punch a resident 

 

Fig. 83: Vindictive Antim and Srimoyie saying “She 

(secretary Dr Jayanti Ravi) said it has to be done now” 

 

Fig. 84: Venkatesh Thiruchitrambalam, Panchayat leader 

Of Koot Road manhandling a resident 

 

Fig. 85: Venkatesh Thiruchitrambalam Panchayat leader 

 Of Koot Road twisting the arm of a resident 

 

Fig. 86: Venkatesh Thiruchitrambalam 

snatching a resident’s child 

Was this kind of violence, ordered by the AVFO, necessary? 

Is this kind of violence tolerable in a civilised society of the 21
st
 century? 

Is this kind of violence, tolerable in Auroville which aims at Human Unity, at the dawn of the supramental and before 

the 150
th
 anniversary of Sri Aurobindo? 

Why were the police deployed in force at night to bulldoze trees and buildings but were absent when this mob, 

probably hired by the AVFO, came to manhandle people? 

Why was this panchayat leader involved and instrumental in the destruction? What political game is being played here? 

Why could these people, Antim, Venkatesh Thiruchitrambalam and others, operate with impunity and why weren’t 

they put in jail? 
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Fig. 87: Demolition of game room without warning 

and with all things inside 

 

Fig. 88: The violent mob harassing a woman 

resident protesting peacefully 

 

Fig. 89: Kitchen destroyed without notice 

and with all things inside 

 

Fig. 90: Savage destruction without notice 

 

7.7.3 Cost of the destruction at the Youth Centre and Darkali 

• Youth Centre 

The AVFO offered 10 Lakhs Rs. but the Youth Centre declined the offer as the estimated cost to rebuild 

everything was much more than that, with 16,80,500 Rs., as follows: 

− Game room 

− Kitchen  

− Main space structure  

− Oven and roof 

= 6,50,600 Rs. 

= 2,41,900 Rs. 

= 3,52,000 Rs. 

= 4,36,000 Rs. 

 

• Darkali 

The cost of the destruction at Darkali cannot be evaluated in financial terms, as the JCBs have bulldozed trees 

and a natural ecosystem. 

Environmental devastation is far more difficult to evaluate and the loss of the ecosystem of a 35 year old forest, 

with mostly species from the local Tropical Dry evergreen Forest and very thick undergrowth, is probably 

greater than the loss of buildings. 
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7.7.4 Trauma caused to people by the aggressive violence caused by the Foundation Office 

The violence displayed by people allegedly hired by the AVFO to destroy assets of Auroville caused serious 

emotional traumas and fear among many Aurovilians, such as a child waking up in the night, afraid that a JCB will 

come to break her house. 

Beyond the psychological shock and trauma for which some people had to follow a therapy, this violence created 

also physical disorders and led to health issues as mentioned by the testimony of some residents who were 

harassed and threatened. 

Note that the name of these witnesses is not mentioned, due to the fear of the foreign residents to be accused, 

threatened and inflicted with some retaliation by the AVFO. Some sentences are underlined by the author, as to 

emphasize certain critical aspects. 

 

The destruction totally broke our hearts and affected our health. I had to call the ambulance at home as my body 

developed Hyperthyroid and my heart beat was accelerating uncontrollably. I am still under medication. I had to go 

into therapy with my family to deal with the psychological trauma these events have had and find coping 

mechanisms to stay healthy. 

 

To witness the destruction of the Youth Center, the terror the youth and children of Auroville were forced to 

experience, was something so very painful I could have never imagined in my 44 years in Auroville. I ended up 

having a severe nosebleed for 4 days for which I eventually ended up in PIMS hospital. My blood pressure had 

gone through the roof and till date I have to take medicine to control this. As the destruction of Auroville continues, 

the stress levels are uncontrollable. 

 

I was present when the original confrontation happened. I had to watch 20 year old trees that I had personally 

planted be wilfully uprooted and the game room which the Youth Centre kids had lovingly built destroyed before 

their very eyes. It was an act of vindication intended to insult and degrade the Youth. It demonized the JCB to the 

extent that I heard from one mother of a child waking in the night crying out in fear of a JCB. 

 

I am an Aurovilian living here since 1980. I was not personally victim of physical violence on the Youth Centre site 

during the forceful destruction of the site even though I was present. But the emotional and psychological violence 

which I am going through even today, is probably worse than a physical violence. As the Youth Centre concerned 

all the generations of Auroville, and its cultural and sociological value cannot be denied, this act of violent 

destruction strike at the core of our collective body. 

 

On 9
th
 morning, I awoke to messages citing a mob holding hands approaching YC and arrived to find Antim 

holding a picture of the Mother and violently pushing a foreign Aurovilian. I stepped in to stop it without much 

thinking and got thrown out of the way by Antim. The rest of the morning passed in a daze between weeping and 

salvaging whatever possible. I eventually found that my wallet had been stolen by this mob, with Rs.7000. I 

distinctly remember crawling under the living room's broken roof through a hole to salvage some bigger pots and 

pans, passing what I could to a 13 year old Auroville child outside the hole. Her face haunted my dreams for over a 

month. 

 

On December 9
th
 early morning I didn't encounter personal violence with Antim, but I observed the violence that he 

and his gang orchestrated at the Auroville Youth Centre. People were trying to tell him to stop this madness but 

each time he violently pushed them aside, saying 'Don't touch me!' as if we were dirty people and shoving 

Mother's picture onto our faces. I think this was one of the most traumatic experiences I lived through in Auroville 

after the murder of Sydo. There were 4 JCBs on the job. People were trying to stop the destruction of buildings 

and trees but others along with the mob, were threatening us. Many, part of the mob, were very aggressive and 

drunk, others after talking to them seemed a bit lost and didn't really know what they got into. The leaders were 

Antim, that politician from Koot Rd, Kaliananda and Sindhuja from the ATDC.  Joel was filming everything. 
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On 4
th
 Dec. 2021, I recorded a video of JCB action when Kalya aggressively slapped my phone out of my hand. At 

night, I recorded JCB action when six policemen tried to wrest the phone from my hand and eventually, they did. 

They kept my phone and kept me in custody by holding me by the wrist and elbow. Later, I passed a police 

blockage on my cycle in the night when one policeman lifted a 4 feet long stick to hit me. I crouched and the stick 

missed my body by inches. 

 

I stopped at the Youth Centre as I was driving by and noticed many strangers about to go in the front gate, with a 

JCB in front. I started filming and got in the way but got physically shoved out of the way and then my phone was 

taken from me whilst I was physically manhandled by several people, forcing my arms behind my back. The phone 

was then passed around so that I would lose track of it. I eventually managed to recover it though the screen had 

been damaged and the cover was lost. I was threatened not to film again. 

 

At 1 am in the morning I was blocked from going to YC by police barricades at Gaia. I could hear young people 

shouting and the sound of the JCB. I ran through the forest to find myself alone in front of the JCB. For about 10 

minutes before other people came to the site, I was pushed, grabbed and shoved between 3 men (police men and 

the JCB owner) while I tried to stand still in front of the bulldozer. One man coaxed the JCB driver to run the 

machine into my body, but the driver refused. The assault ended when another women came and shouted that 

police are not allowed to touch women. 

 

I managed to run through 2 different police barricades at 1 am to reach the JCBs in the forest. Three women were 

pleading with the police and JCB drivers to stop the work. I stepped in front of the JCB next to where my girlfriend 

was already standing. Two police men and 1 man wearing plain clothes immediately violently pushed me away, I 

lost my chappals, and they carried me to their jeep and told me I was going to jail.  After 15 minutes I was able to 

leave from the jeep and return to the JCB, as more and more Aurovilians were coming to stop the work.  

 

When I arrived on Saturday 4
th
 Dec., I saw a bulldozer that had already forced its way through Bliss forest and 

many Aurovilians, trying to stop the destruction. One young woman was crying so I went to her and opened my 

arms, trying to reassure her that all this madness would stop. My heart was beating fast. I was in shock that such 

destruction could happen without consultation with the community nor warning, far from the ideals of 

consciousness and Human Unity we are here to embody. Luckily, some people managed to stop the destruction 

on that day, but they came back in the night, bulldozing the storeroom and the place where someone who was 

sleeping just managed to run out. 

 

I arrived at the Youth Centre on the 9
th
 December just before they tore down the game room. When I saw it being 

crushed I just collapsed. I physically couldn't hold myself up, my knees just buckled. It felt so violent. Happened so 

fast. I've never felt so powerless. We had no time to empty the buildings or process what was happening. When 

they started to take down the kitchen people were trying to save what they could while the building was coming 

down. I somehow couldn't believe they would be taken down. Everyone was in so much pain. Except for those who 

supported the destruction. Some of them told me they just came to see, as if it were some sort of entertainment.  

 

I was amongst the first in YC. A mob of violent men shoving and pushing us with threats of beating us. They were 

a total of around 100 people and 40 of those in the frontline pushing me and the others to the side and slapping 

us or grabbing our phones and smashing them. 

 

Traumatised by police women and men aggressively grabbing me and pushing me into their car  along with the 

others with no explanation as 3 JCB's bulldozed through the trees and forest (home) in the middle of the night at 1 

am till 4 am. Next 6 days barely any sleep nor ability to eat which never happens, and only managed to "rest" when 

I was taken home by friends and convinced to take a hot shower, eat some food and relax. Delayed and ongoing 

emotional processing, as the issue continues. To this day waking up to the scene of the site, the construction of 

the road and the sound of JCB's psychologically affects and imprints in the subconscious. 
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I was assaulted on 9
th
 December morning in Youth Centre by Mr. Venkatesh Thiruchitrambalam and a lot more 

people that came with him. I was the first one to be assaulted. They kept pushing me and slapping me despite my 

calls and requests for them to stop. I lost one of my contact lenses as a result of one of the slaps and could not 

see well. The most traumatising part was that as soon as they realised that I wasn't going to fight back or be 

aggressive towards them they doubled all of their efforts at shouting, grabbing, pulling, pushing, slapping, shoving 

etc. 

 

I arrived to YC, early morning, about 6.30 am with my daughter, 8 year old Avigail. Of course, not knowing what 

was coming we assumed we were going for a peaceful protest. At about 7 am suddenly a huge crowd of 

aggressive men, accompanied with 2 JCB's stormed inside the compound.  They cornered Kirtan (68 years old) 

and pushed him to the ground. Then the main aggressor, dressed in white (Venkatesh Thiruchitrambalam) 

snatched my daughter brutally out of my hands. I immediately took her back in my hands and retreated to the 

back, shaken and utterly devastated.  I still have difficulty explaining to my daughter the reasons behind why we 

were manhandled that way. 

 

Since the events of December, I shiver every time I hear a JCB. Doctors call this post-traumatic stress. I feel like 

everything that has been slowly built since my parents set foot in Auroville in the early 70s is being slashed for the 

sake of some power driven people, neglecting all the values that made of this place an oasis in our crazy world.  I 

am lost and scared and I don’t want to see my home destroyed, the only home I have, the home which I love 

deeply since birth. 

 

7.8 DESTRUCTION AT DARKALI 

The following information was communicated by Agnes Gastmans.  

On the 9
th
 December at 3 pm JCB excavators arrived at the Darkali fence on the Mangalam radial. The Youth Centre 

had just been destroyed in the morning and Auroville residents were in too much pain, shock and utter disbelief. 

The same hired people, not from our local villages, who had come with the excavators to the YC were now at 

Darkali accompanied by people from ATDC. Aurovilians tried to negotiate and beg them to not continue destroying 

Auroville in this way. Members of the then Working Committee actually begged on their knees to stop this 

destruction of Auroville. Eventually the situation evolved into a peaceful sit-down protest as people chanted, lit 

candles and refused to move. An agreement was reached to stop the work with this aggressive group of hired 

people. The Aurovilians were informed that the bulldozing would start the next morning. Peaceful protesters 

camped at the Darkali fence overnight. 

On the 10
th
 December at 7.30 am four excavators, along with Road Service and members of ATDC, arrived in 

Darkali. They started destroying the Darkali Forest while Aurovilians continued their silent protest.  

At 11 am the JCB reached a thick cluster of old indigenous forest very close to the canyon, an important and 

precious water catchment area, and at this point a few dedicated Aurovilians couldn’t deal anymore with their pain 

of having to witness this utter and senseless destruction of a beautiful place and they stopped the excavator.  

At 2 pm two of the excavators stationed at the other side of Darkali received orders from ATDC members to start 

the clearing there. This time the stewards were begging and pleading with the members of ATDC to please not 

continue this senseless destruction, to make them remember the endless hours spent together working on an 

alternative. However once again the sincere pleading was ignored and the JCB’s started to destroy the fence and 

just as two big neem trees were destroyed, and the excavators were making their way to destroy the most beautiful 

part of Darkali with 35 year old banyans and numerous water catchments the stay order was obtained from the 

National Green Tribunal. 

It is important to mention that the Darkali stewards started integrating a possible Crown Road through Darkali over 

30 years ago. The then alignment was taken into consideration and no valuable trees were planted on that stretch 

which was at that time predicted to be a 5 meter wide road. It was protected and natural regeneration happened.  

The Darkali stewards have always made a sincere effort to collaborate with the various development groups of 

Auroville and even reached an agreement with Roger Anger regarding the park boundaries.   
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However, in recent years it became apparent that the alignment for the Crown Road had changed and had moved 

into an area that had been beautifully developed as a park with big and valuable trees. It is also an area into which 

extensive soil and water conservation was done. 

The Darkali stewards have proposed an alternative road, perfectly circular, which still falls within the 30 meter 

Crown parameter. This route requires very little tree removal compared to the massive clearing of dense indigenous 

vegetation as well as substantial areas of large mature trees that the ATDC Crown Road would require.  

This road proposed by Darkali also does not impact the 

exhaustive rain water conservation work carried out in 

the area compared to the extensive damage that 

destroying two key water catchments would bring 

should the ATDC proposal be followed. Most of the road 

proposed by Darkali has been cleared. 

 

Fig. 91: Peaceful presence at Darkali, to avoid bulldozing 

 

Fig. 92: Bulldozing old trees at Darkali 

 

Fig. 93: Bulldozing trees at Darkali 

 

7.9 DESTRUCTION AT CENTER FIELD 

The following information was communicated by Mita Radhakrishnan. 

A lot of false statements have been spread by the secretary’s ATDC about the status of the houses of Tapas/Mita, 

and Elodie/Txuma in Centre Field. The following brief history of these houses demonstrates that these houses were 

either built before any system of building permissions existed, or that whatever had been developed later had a 

permission to be built and that they were not willingly built on the Crown. This history shows also how often the 

town planning groups changed their mind and especially the one of the secretary Dr Jayanti Ravi. 

The former house of Tapas and Mita was one of the first houses of Auroville and it was built in 1978 by a French 

artist, Michel. Therefore, the original house was built BEFORE any planning permissions existed.  Also, no one 

knew exactly where the road would come. 

Tapas became the steward in the mid-1990s, and later Mita joined her in 1995.  In 1996, Tapas and Mita applied 

for and received building permission (now called NOC) for a small extension with a ferrocement roof to create a 

small kitchen and dining area with a small room. In 1997 Elodie, the daughter of Tapas asked for and got building 

permission to make a bathroom close to the studio.  Later, Txuma and Elodie, applied for and got building 

permission in 1998 to build a house.  

In 1999 Tapas and Mita applied for and got building permission for an extension. Luigi from the former town 

planning “Aurofuture” visited once the site and said that it was a very harmonious atmosphere and that they would 

make a loop in the road around the house. 
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In July 2021, during a meeting at the SAIIER Conference Room, Dr Jayanti Ravi accused Tapas, Mita, Elodie and 

Txuma of being “encroachers”.  The next day, there was a “Crown Walk” with more than 200 people who came 

along with the secretary, at which point she was informed that they had received NOCs. Thus, the secretary 

acknowledged that she had made a mistake and that they would have to be relocated.   

Later in 2021 Tapas, Mita, Elodie and Txuma had several meetings with the ATDC.  They cooperated for the Survey 

but opposed it when the promises made in the meetings were not kept.  Along with Darkali, Youth Centre and Bliss, 

they cleared themselves a path for the road, where it could come without disturbing the buildings.  This path was 

also shown to the secretary and her ATDC. 

At this point, the secretary told Jasmine of Auro Orchard and also some youth that the house could remain as it is 

and could become a Crown building.  It was an idea in the air since Tapas and Mita too had wanted it to be 

integrated as a Crown Building as an Art Gallery or a space for Art classes. 

Like Bliss, Youth Centre and Darkali, they continued to negotiate with the secretary’s ATDC represented by Toby 

and Anbu.  In the discussions with them, especially after the Survey results came, they said that it was not clear yet 

whether the house would need to be demolished or not. Toby and Anbu said that in case it would need to be 

demolished, they would allow Tapas and Mita to demolish it themselves in order to save as much as possible and 

be able to reuse them. Toby and Anbu said that the secretary’s ATDC would pay the demolition charges. 

Meantime, Tapas and Mita accepted the offer from the FAMC to move to Nolly’s house in Samasti , as they felt that 

if they agreed to move, a war would be avoided.  Papers were signed at the Housing Service in August 2021 and 

the keys were given to Tapas. 

On the 2
nd

 May 2022, the staff from the Secretary’s office along with members of the secretary’s ATDC and others 

(Sindhuja, Antim, Josephine, Varun, Tine, Janemajay, Santosh, etc.) came without any warning in the evening with 

a JCB and started demolishing Tapas and Mita’s house.  They cited the NGT judgement as the reason.  

For Elodie and Txuma’s bathroom which falls on the right of way of the road, the members of the previous ATDC 

had promised that they would be able to re-build the bathroom on the other side and would not need to move out.  

This was totally overturned later by the secretary’s ATDC. 

 

Fig. 94: House of Tapas and Mita outside 

 

Fig. 95: House of Tapas and Mita intside 

 

Fig. 96: House of Tapas being destroyed 

 

Fig. 97: House of Tapas destroyed 

 


