
Observations and questions regarding the Minutes of 59th meeting of the Governing Board

from the Working Committee of the Residents’ Assembly of the Auroville Foundation

1. It is mentioned that there was a 34th meeting of the Finance Committee on 17th January, 

2022 (Item 59.0) and a 35th meeting of the Finance Committee with no date specified (Item 

59.03). The Working Committee would like to request a copy of the minutes of both of these

meetings, as has been done in the past.

2. Action taken report on the Minutes of the 58th meeting (Item 59.04)

 Regarding the issuing of Office Orders, we would like to call your attention to 

Standing Order No. 10 dated 15.04.2015 (attached), regarding the discontinuation of 

Office Orders for matters related to Unit and Trust matters. This Standing Order 

gives the authority to the FAMC of the Residents’ Assembly to create and close units,

as well as appointing executives. In addition, please note that amendments to the 

Standing Order may be made from time to time by the Governing Board in 

consultation with the Working Committee and the FAMC. To our knowledge, no 

amendments have been proposed or approved. 

 We note with interest the budget for Township Development for 2022-23. Please 

share with us for our files the budget request submitted to MoE and the sanction 

letter for the same. Also, we request an update about the “regular meetings with 

officials of the Tamil Nadu Government for the acquisition of city lands and the 

establishment of a New Town Development Authority (for land use regulation)”.

 We request a copy of the MoU signed with the CPWD and a copy of the 

authorization given by the Governing Board to the Secretary.

 Has the agreement between TDC and Vastushilpa Sangath LLP for preparing the 

detailed development plans on the basis of the Auroville Master Plan been finalized 

and signed? If so, please provide a copy of this agreement for our records and for 

circulation to the Residents’ Assembly. If not, we would like to understand why the 

finalization of this agreement is being delayed.

 Was the FAMC of the Residents’ Assembly consulted or otherwise involved in the 

discussion regarding the comprehensive audit mentioned? Also please inform us of 

the specific focus of the special audit.

3. Organization and Governance Committee (Item 59.05)

 There are currently deliberations and efforts being made by internal task forces and 

study groups of Auroville residents and working groups to review and improve 

organization and governance in Auroville in various fields such as economy, 

selection methods and criteria, community decision-making, among others. The 

Working Committee would be happy to organize sharing sessions with such groups 



and teams next time the GB meets in Auroville. We believe this Organization and 

Governance Committee needs to be enlarged to include representatives of the 2 other

authorities of the Auroville Foundation, namely the Residents’ Assembly and the 

International Advisory Council. Representatives of the Residents’ Assembly would 

need to be chosen and selected by it through its Working Committee.

 On the 28th of June we informed you of the membership of the Working Committee, 

FAMC, TDC, Admissions Committee (aka Entry Board) and the Auroville Council. 

This follows a new selection methodology that was approved through a Residents’ 

Assembly Decision-making process on the 19th of April 2022, which reflects the 

resolve of Auroville residents to learning and changing its systems through 

experience. (See attached letter.)

 A correction is needed regarding the Register of Residents (RoR). Several updates 

were carried out since 2005, the last being in 2019 with the help of the Working 

Committee at that time. (See attached our response to Dr. G. Seetharaman, OSD, 

dated 09.05.2022)

 At the entrance of any Meeting of the Residents’ Assembly as part of a decision-

making process, the Residents’ Assembly Service (RAS) asks each attendee to list 

his/her name, community, and Aurovilian status. Only confirmed Aurovilians as 

announced to the community by the Entry Board are able to participate in such 

meetings and in decisions of the Residents’ Assembly. 

4. The task and responsibility of admitting people to Auroville in any category rests 

with the Admission Committee (aka Entry Board) as selected by the residents from 

among themselves, as stated in the Auroville Admission and Termination 

Regulations, 2020. This admission of people to Auroville is decided by the 

Residents’ Assembly in accordance with Section 19(2)(a) of the Auroville 

Foundation Act, 1988. The creation of any new status needs first to be approved by 

the Residents’ Assembly.

5. We request the Board to share with us the “various township development projects” and the 

CPWD estimate for execution of the same, that are mentioned in Item 59.07.

6. We have noted the approval for the appointment of an administrative officer for land-related 

matters and the recent letter from Dr. G. Seetharaman, OSD, appointing 2 such officers to 

the Land Board. However, we must protest the dismissal of Ms. Renu Neogy and Mr. 

Padmanabhan Crocetti who have been duly selected by the Residents’ Assembly as per an 

RA approved process and who have not completed their mandated term nor were given any 

reasons for their abrupt dismissal.



7. We would like to bring to your attention the following points as examples of failure of the 

Secretary to fulfill her duty as Estate Officer of the Auroville Foundation (mentioned in Item

59.17):

1. Pitchandikulam - About 2 years ago an outside party purchased a property in the eco-

sensitive Pitchandikulam area and demanded to use Auroville’s private access instead

of negotiating a closer access through the private Auropark layout. Recently, in spite 

of various attempts by Auroville to assist the party in finding other solutions, the 

party used a JCB to destroy the Pitchandikulam gate and check post, which is on 

Auroville Foundation land, bringing outside enforcers to intimidate the residents on 

23rd March 2022, claiming he had permission from the Secretary. The Secretary had 

been requested in writing by the Working Committee on the same day to file a 

criminal complaint for destruction, trespass and intimidation and to clarify if she 

gave permission for the access (as was claimed by the other party). To date no 

answer has been received from the Office of the Secretary.

2. Eternity - The destruction of the live fence by JCB, without prior intimation or in the 

presence of a Government surveyor, has occurred on one of the Auroville Foundation

beach properties located in Pondicherry district in April 2022. Appeals were made to 

the Secretary to intervene in her capacity as an Estate Officer for the Auroville 

Foundation. However, no assistance was given by the Office of the Secretary. Finally,

through the efforts of Working Committee members, Land Board members and other 

residents, the destruction was halted by the police who also requested a Government 

Survey to be carried out, which was done. The survey confirmed the boundaries that 

the stewards were maintaining.

Police complaints filed by the Land Board are limited in effect, as the Land Board does not 

have authority to proceed in court without further authorization. Encroaching parties are 

behaving with impunity and taking advantage of the present confusion and lack of effective 

follow up. Auroville is facing aggravated encroachments into its land and land grabbing 

issues. The Land Board has regularly faced such problems, however with the assistance and 

involvement of past Secretaries, they were able to deal with these issues effectively. 

Protecting and securing the existing Auroville land must be of prime concern to the Office 

of the Secretary, Auroville Foundation. Besides one case of an enforced eviction of one 

encroachment in AuroOrchard, the powers and authority of the Estate Officer have been 

unexploited in the past year.

8. As only minimal reference was made in the Governing Board’s minutes to presentations 

made by working groups or meetings with residents, and none was made to specific points 

of concern brought up previously by members of the Working Committee, such as the 

insecurity created among many residents by the visa situation (please see attached the note 



submitted in the 59th Governing Board meeting by the Working Committee on this topic), 

we would appreciate if in future such topics and the views of the Governing Board on the 

same may be included.

9. It is also noted that there is no reference made to any meetings with the IAC or any 

recommendations and advice that they may have shared.

10. Lastly, in this meeting the Working Committee had once again extended an invitation

to the Chairman and all members of the Governing Board to spend more time in Auroville in

order to experience more of its activities, people and spirit. The undersigned members of the

Working Committee are at your disposal to organize such visits, as well as meetings with the

wider Auroville community. We believe that a deeper mutual understanding and 

collaboration would result from more time spent together with all 3 authorities of the 

Auroville Foundation. With this in mind we request that a joint meeting is held soon with the

Governing Board, the International Advisory Council and the Residents’ Assembly.


