
This talk tells the story of the genesis of a very important 
event for Auroville as this Act, voted by the Indian 
Parliament in 1988, gave a legal status to Auroville. It 
is still the basis of Auroville’s administration. Till now, 
there was no full documentation on the long period of 
gestation of this Act and particularly about the dramatic 
culmination during the three weeks of August-September 
1988. This translation of the French transcript has been 
augmented with a few more details about the events which 

led to the break-up with the Sri Aurobindo Society. 
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Genesis of the Auroville Foundation Act

Claude Jouen:�2QH�GD\�$ODLQ�ZDV�WDONLQJ�WR�PH�DERXW�WKH�ODZ�
of the Auroville Foundation. I asked him how it had happened 
DQG�ZK\�LW�KDG�KDSSHQHG��KH�WROG�PH�D�ORW�RI�WKLQJV�DQG�,�DVNHG�
KLP�ZKHUH�,�FRXOG�¿QG�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ��7KH�DQVZHU��1RZKHUH��
So I asked Alain to give a talk on the subject for the Pavillon 
GH�)UDQFH��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�WKHQ�EH�UHFRUGHG�E\�WKH�$XURYLOOH�UDGLR��
WUDQVFULEHG�DQG�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�$XURYLOOH�DUFKLYHV��7KLV�LV�KRZ�WKLV�
lecture came about. 

Alain Bernard��7KH� JRRG� WKLQJ� DERXW� WKH� DPLDEOH� SUHVVXUH�
from Claude to give a talk is that it did bring me to do some 
UHVHDUFK�RQ�WKH�WRSLF��,�DVNHG�.ULVKQD�7LZDUL�DQG�)UHGHULFN�±�DV�
we were together in Delhi during the time of the Foundation bill 
YRWH�±�,�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�JHW�WRJHWKHU�DQG�WU\�WR�UHPHP-
EHU�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG��$FWXDOO\��DW�WKDW�WLPH��ZH�PDGH�D�ELJ�HUURU��
ZKHQ�ZH�FDPH�EDFN�IURP�'HOKL�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�������ZH�VKRXOG�
KDYH�JRW�WRJHWKHU�DQG�ZULWWHQ�LPPHGLDWHO\�WKH�GHWDLOHG�KLVWRU\�RI�
ZKDW�KDG�KDSSHQHG��%XW�ZH�GLG�QRW�GR�LW�

When we met – I had prepared a small note with the broad 
parameters of what I remembered – both told me, “Whatever 
\RX¶YH�ZULWWHQ�RQ�WKLV�QRWH�ULQJV�WUXH��EXW�XQIRUWXQDWHO\��ZH�FDQ-
QRW�UHDOO\�VD\��ZH�GRQ¶W�UHPHPEHU�PXFK�DERXW�LW�DQ\PRUH�´�
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6R��,� WROG�P\VHOI��,�VKRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�¿QG�LQ�$XURYLOOH�VRPH�
GRFXPHQWV�DERXW�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG��$W�¿UVW�,�ZHQW�WR�WKH�$UFKLYHV��
EXW�IRXQG�QRWKLQJ��6R�,�IROORZHG�XS�E\�JRLQJ�WR�Auroville Today 
±�ZKLFK� DOVR� VWDUWHG� LQ� ����«� LQ�1RYHPEHU� ������ 6XUHO\� WKH�
Auroville Foundation Act was an important event for Auroville 
Today, there must be something. So I went to the Auroville Today 
DUFKLYHV�DQG�HIIHFWLYHO\��,�ZDV�YHU\�KDSS\�WR�¿QG�DQ�DUWLFOH�EXW��
DODV��WKHUH�LV�KDUGO\�DQ\WKLQJ�LQ�LW��$QG�WKDW�LV�EHFDXVH��ZKHQ�ZH�
JDYH�WKH�LQWHUYLHZ��ZH�FRQVWDQWO\�VDLG�WKDW�³$FWXDOO\��WKLV�ZH¶UH�
QRW�VXSSRVHG�WR�WDON�DERXW��DQG�WKLV��DQG�WKLV�DV�ZHOO´�EHFDXVH�DW�
that time, when the law came through, certain things had hap-
SHQHG�DERXW�ZKLFK�ZH�FRXOG�QRW�WDON�DERXW�RSHQO\��6R�WKH�UHVXOW�
LV�WKDW�LQ�WKLV�DUWLFOH��WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�VSHFL¿F�WR�EH�IRXQG��RQO\�
generalities. So, at some point I started to wonder, “Have I dreamt 
DOO�WKHVH�WKLQJV�,�WKLQN�,�UHPHPEHU"´��

� ,� FDOOHG� D� UHWLUHG� KLJK� IXQFWLRQDU\�� D� FORVH� FROODERUDWRU� RI�
Kireet who had helped a lot at the time – I thought that he at least 
would remember – I gave him a call and he said, “You know, 
$ODLQ�� ,� UHDOO\�GRQ¶W� UHPHPEHU�PXFK�RI�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�DW� WKDW�
WLPH��7KH�RQO\� WKLQJ�WKDW�,� UHPHPEHU� LV� WKDW� LW�ZDV�D�PLUDFOH�´�
7KHQ�,�FDOOHG�.LUHHW��,�DOZD\V�IHOW�WKDW�.LUHHW�KDG�D�YHU\�SUHFLVH�
PHPRU\��$QG�RQFH�PRUH��P\�PHPRU\�DQG�.LUHHW¶V�GLG�QRW�IXOO\�
coincide. 

I then went back at the Archives and looked at the Auroville 
Notes�ZKLFK�FDPH�RXW�EHWZHHQ�6HSWHPEHU�DQG�2FWREHU������DQG�
I saw that there was a mention of a meeting of Aurovilians with 
)UHGHULFN�DQG�.ULVKQD�RQ�WKH��WK�RI�6HSWHPEHU�������L�H��MXVW�DIWHU�
their return from Delhi and it was mentioned that this meeting 
ZDV�UHFRUGHG��6R�,�VSRNH�WR�$\DSSDQ��ZKR�ZRUNV�LQ�WKH�$UFKLYHV��
and told him that there must be a recording of this meeting of 
6HSWHPEHU��WK��+H�VDLG�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�QR�VXFK�UHFRUGLQJ��EXW�KH�
remembered that he had seen a cassette tape on which it was writ-
ten that Krishna, Frederick and Alain had given an interview. And 
¿QDOO\�,�GLVFRYHUHG�D�WDSH�WKHUH�WKDW�ZDV�HIIHFWLYHO\�WKH�UHFRUGLQJ�
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RI� WKH� LQWHUYLHZ�JLYHQ�E\� WKH� WKUHH�RI�XV� WR�Auroville Today in 
6HSWHPEHU�������DERXW�RQH�ZHHN�DIWHU�WKH�YRWLQJ�RI�WKH�$XURYLOOH�
ELOO��7KHUH�,�IRXQG�DOO� WKH�GHWDLOV�RPLWWHG�LQ�WKH�DUWLFOH�DQG�VR�,�
ZDV�¿QDOO\�UHDVVXUHG�WKDW�,�KDG�QRW�GUHDPHG�WKH�ZKROH�GUDPD��,�
TXLFNO\�FRSLHG�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKLV�SUHFLRXV�WDSH�RQ�P\�FRPSXWHU��
VR�QRZ�LW�LV�VDIH��7KHUHIRUH��LW�ZDV�D�XVHIXO�UHVHDUFK�DQG�IUDQNO\��,�
don’t know if I would have gone through all the trouble to do this 
research if there had not been that pressure from Claude to give 
WKLV�WDON��VR�WKDQN�\RX�&ODXGH�IRU�WKDW�

7KHUH� LV� D� VHFRQG�SRLQW�ZKLFK� ,�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� FODULI\�� ,� DP�
QRW�WU\LQJ�WR�GHIHQG�KHUH�ZKDW�KDV�KDSSHQHG�DIWHUZDUGV��ZKDW�WKH�
Auroville Foundation law has become in its implementation. It is 
ZKDW�LW�LV��,W¶V�WUXH�WKDW�VRPH�SHRSOH�WKLQN�LW�LV�XQVDWLVIDFWRU\��7KH�
$XURYLOOH�VWRU\�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�LI�WKLV�ODZ�KDG�QRW�
FRPH�WKURXJK��6R��ZKDW�,�DP�JRLQJ�WR�GR�LV�WR�WU\�DQG�WHOO�WKH�VWRU\�
RI�LWV�ELUWK��7R�WU\�DQG�VKRZ�KRZ�DFWXDOO\�WKHVH�WKLQJV�KDSSHQHG��
%XW� EHIRUH� GRLQJ� WKDW�� VLQFH� TXLWH� D� IHZ� SHRSOH� KHUH�ZHUH� QRW�
WKHUH�DW�WKDW�WLPH�DQG�WKH�\HDUV�EHIRUH��,¶OO�KDYH�WR�H[SODLQ�KRZ�
ZH�JRW�WR�WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�ZH�KDG�WR�KDYH�D�ODZ�IRU�$XURYLOOH��7R�
XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW��ZH�KDYH�WR�ORRN�EDFN��EULHÀ\��RQ�WKH�¿UVW����\HDUV�
of Auroville. 

I also would like to mention that, when I did this plunge in 
WLPH�ZKLFK�WRRN�PH�DOO�WKHVH�\HDUV�EDFN��ZKLOH�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKHVH�
WZHQW\� \HDUV�� ,� VHH� D� SHUVRQDOLW\� WKDW� VWURQJO\� FRPHV� RXW�� DQG�
this is Kireet Joshi. Kireet Joshi, for those who don’t know about 
KLP��ZDV�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�WKH�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�$VKUDP�VFKRRO�XQGHU�
0RWKHU¶V�GLUHFW�JXLGDQFH��0RWKHU�RQFH�KDG�VXJJHVWHG� WR� ,QGLUD�
*DQGKL��WKH�WKHQ�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU��WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�JRRG�LI�.LUHHW�
ZRXOG�ZRUN�IRU�KHU�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�� �6RPH�PRQWKV�DIWHU�0RWKHU¶V�
passing, Indira Gandhi did invite Kireet to come and join the min-
LVWU\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��$QG� LQ� IDFW��XQRI¿FLDOO\��KH� UDSLGO\�EHFDPH�
TXLWH�FORVH�WR�WKH�30��:KHQ�WKH�SUREOHPV�LQ�$XURYLOOH�FDPH�LQ�
WKH�RSHQ��DIWHU���$XURYLOLDQV�ZHUH�VHQW�WR�MDLO�LQ������GXH�WR�WKH�
VWURQJ�SUHVVXUH�EURXJKW�RQ�WKH�ORFDO�SROLFH�E\�WKH�6UL�$XURELQGR�
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6RFLHW\� �6$6��� .LUHHW� LQWHUYHQHG� ZLWK� RWKHU� SHRSOH� ZKR� ZHUH�
YHU\�FORVH�WR�KHU��$IWHUZDUGV�KH�UHPDLQHG�PRUH�RU�OHVV�LQ�FKDUJH�
RI�WKH�$XURYLOOH�¿OH�LQ�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�QHDUO\�XQWLO�������:KHQ�,�
ORRN�DW�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�ZRUN�KH�GLG�IRU�$XURYLOOH�,�PXVW�VD\�WKDW�LW�
KDV�EHHQ�DQ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�ZRUN��3DUWLFXODUO\�IURP������WR�������
.LUHHW�KDV�EHHQ�TXLWH�DQ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�ZRUNHU�IRU�$XURYLOOH��$QG�
he did it in addition to his other onerous responsibilities as one of 
the few top functionaries in the Central Government.

$QRWKHU�WKLQJ�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�VD\�LV�WKDW�WKH�VWRU\�,�DP�JRLQJ�
WR�WHOO�LV�D�VWRU\�IXOO�RI�HPRWLRQV��LW�KDV�EHHQ�RIWHQ�TXLWH�SDLQIXO�
IRU� D�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH��7KH�KLVWRU\�RI�$XURYLOOH�KDV�\HW� WR�EH�
ZULWWHQ��7KHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�SURMHFW�WR�ZULWH�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�$XURYLOOH��
EXW�LW�VWLOO�KDV�WR�EH�ZULWWHQ�GRZQ��2QO\�SLHFHV�KHUH�DQG�WKHUH�KDYH�
EHHQ�ZULWWHQ�� 6R� WRGD\� ,� DP�SUHVHQWLQJ� RQH� RI� WKHVH� LPSRUWDQW�
SLHFHV� WKDW�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ� ODUJHO\� IRUJRWWHQ� LI� ,�KDGQ¶W�KDG� WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�GR�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�DQG�HODERUDWH�LW��,W�LV�D�VWRU\�WKDW�DW�
PRPHQWV�ZDV�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW��EXW�DOVR�KDG�LWV�EHDXWLIXO�PRPHQWV��
DQG� ZDV� SHUFHLYHG� LQ� GLIIHUHQW� ZD\V�� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�$XURYLOOH�
FDPH�RXW�RI�LW�GLYLGHG��6R�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�ZKLOH�,�DP�
JLYLQJ�WKLV�WDON�WRGD\��LW�LV�ZLWK�WKH�IXOO�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�,�FDQQRW�EH�
EXW�VXEMHFWLYH��,�DP�JRLQJ�WR�SUHVHQW�WKLV�VWRU\�LQ�P\�ZD\��,�FDQ�
RQO\�VD\�WKDW�,�VKDOO�WU\�WR�EH�DV�KRQHVW�DV�SRVVLEOH�

Glimpses of the early organization of Auroville 

7KH�6UL�$XURELQGR�6RFLHW\��6$6���DQ�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�FORVHO\�OLQNHG�
WR� WKH�$VKUDP�� KDG� SURSRVHG� WR� WKH�0RWKHU�� ZKHQ� WKH� LGHD� RI�
$XURYLOOH�EHJDQ�WR�WDNH�VKDSH�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�VL[WLHV��WR�WDNH�FDUH�RI�
+HU�SURMHFW��6KH�DFFHSWHG�WKH�RIIHU�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�WKH�6RFLHW\�SUR-
YLGHG�LQ�WKH�HDUOLHVW�VWDJHV�D�¿UVW�VWDEOH�IUDPHZRUN��ERWK�OHJDOO\�
DQG�HFRQRPLFDOO\��WKURXJK�ZKLFK�EDVLF�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�WDVNV�FRXOG�
be handled. 

7KLV�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZDV�LQ�3RQGLFKHUU\�DQG��VRRQ�HQRXJK��WKH�
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FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�EHFDPH�UDWKHU�GLI¿FXOW�ZLWK�WKH�IHZ�$XURYLOLDQV�
ZKR�ZHUH�WU\LQJ�WR�VHWWOH�RQ�WKH�$XURYLOOH�VLWH��7KDW�WKH�UHODWLRQ-
VKLS� EHWZHHQ� WKH� HDUO\�$XURYLOLDQV�� SDUWLFXODUO\� WKRVH� FRPLQJ�
IURP�DEURDG��DQG�WKH�RI¿FH�KROGHUV�RI�$XURYLOOH�RI¿FLDO�DGPLQ-
LVWUDWLRQ� LQ�3RQGLFKHUU\�VKRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�XQHDV\� LV�QRW�VR�VXU-
SULVLQJ��0RVW�RI�WKH�$XURYLOOH�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�LQ�3RQGLFKHUU\�ZHUH�
$VKUDPLWHV��QRW�VR�\RXQJ�RU�HYHQ�HOGHUO\��XVHG�WR�D�FHUWDLQ�ZD\�RI�
IXQFWLRQLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�$VKUDP�DQG�JHQHUDOO\�H[SHFWLQJ�
WR�EH�WUHDWHG�ZLWK�D�PRGLFXP�RI�UHVSHFW�LQ�YLHZ�RI�WKHLU�VHQLRULW\��
0DQ\�RI�WKH�\RXQJ�IRUHLJQHUV�ZKR�KDG�FRPH�ZHUH�UDWKHU�EUDVK�
DQG� KDUG\�� LPSUHJQDWHG�ZLWK� WKH� OLEHUDO� FXOWXUH� RI�PDQ\�ZHVW-
HUQ�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�\RXWK�ZHUH�DFWXDOO\� LQ� UHDFWLRQ�DJDLQVW� WKH�
establishment.

7KHUH�ZDV� DOVR� D� GHHS� FRQWUDVW� EHWZHHQ� WKH�SURMHFWLRQV� DQG�
SODQV�PDGH�IRU�$XURYLOOH�LQ�YDULRXV�RI¿FHV�LQ�3RQGLFKHUU\��ZKLFK�
ZHUH�UDWKHU�RQ�WKH�JUDQG�VFDOH��DQG�WKH�VWDUN�UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�GD\�WR�
GD\�OLIH�RI�WKH�SLRQHHUV�RQ�WKH�$XURYLOOH�VLWH��ZKR�ZHUH�EDWWOLQJ�
IRU�VXUYLYDO�RQ�D�ODQG�GHYRLG�RI�WUHHV��VHYHUHO\�HURGHG��ZKHUH�DOO�
WRR�RIWHQ�SURFXULQJ�HQRXJK�ZDWHU� IRU�GDLO\�QHHGV�DQG�ZDWHULQJ�
the plantations — and protecting the same against herds of cows 
DQG�JRDWV�²�ZDV�D�GDLO\�VWUXJJOH��

$IWHU�YDULRXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�H[SHULPHQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�D�RQH�\HDU�
long experience with a Comité d’Administration d’Auroville  
�&$$���0RWKHU�ZDV�FOHDUO\�GLVVDWLV¿HG�DQG�GHFLGHG�LQ�)HEUXDU\�
����� WR� JLYH� WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� RI� WKH� GD\�WR�GD\� DGPLQLVWUD-
WLRQ�RI�$XURYLOOH�WR�6K\DPVXQGHU��PDNLQJ�KLP�KHU�6HFUHWDU\�IRU�
Auroville, working under her close guidance.

:KHQ� 6K\DPVXQGHU� WRRN� RYHU� WKH� GLUHFW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� RI�
$XURYLOOH��KH�HVWDEOLVKHG�ZKDW�EHFDPH�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�%HDFK�2I¿FH�
LQ�D�ODUJH�URRP�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�ÀRRU�RI�RQH�ELJ�6$6�EXLOGLQJ�RQ�
WKH�3RQGLFKHUU\�VHDVLGH��6RRQ�HQRXJK�WKH�UHVLGHQWV�RI�$XURYLOOH��
PRVW�RI�ZKRP�TXLFNO\�FDPH� WR� UHVSHFW�DQG�KDYH�FRQ¿GHQFH� LQ�
0RWKHU¶V� FKRVHQ� LQWHUPHGLDU\�� WRRN� WKH� KDELW� WR� FRPH� WR� WKLV�
RI¿FH�WR�VXEPLW�WKHLU�SURMHFWV�DQG�SUREOHPV�WR�KLP��6K\DPVXQGHU�
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LQ�WXUQ�ZRXOG�VHH�WKH�0RWKHU�TXLWH�HYHU\�GD\�DQG�WDNH�+HU�JXLG-
DQFH�ZKHQHYHU�QHFHVVDU\��,W�JDYH�KLP�D�VSHFLDO�SODFH�DQG�UROH�LQ�
WKH�FRPSOH[�KLHUDUFK\�RI�$XURYLOOH¶V�HDUO\�PDQDJHPHQW��ZKLFK�
included the Chief Architect, Roger Anger, Navajata, who was 
WKH�6$6�*HQHUDO�6HFUHWDU\�DQG�PDLQ� IXQG� UDLVHU� IRU�$XURYLOOH��
SOXV�D�QXPEHU�RI�DVVRFLDWHV�RI�WKHVH�PDLQ�DFWRUV��2QH�FRPPRQ�
characteristic was that none of them was residing in Auroville, 
which contributed to a developing sense of estrangement from the 
side of the residents.      

0RVWO\�GXH�WR�7KH�0RWKHU¶V�SUHVHQFH�DQG�WR�VRPH�H[WHQW�GXH�
WR�WKH�UROH�SOD\HG�E\�6K\DPVXQGHU��WKH�IUXVWUDWLRQV�RI�DQ�LQFUHDV-
ing population of residents were kept in check despite the accu-
PXODWLQJ� GLI¿FXOWLHV�� %XW� DIWHU�0D\� ���� ������ WKH�0RWKHU�ZDV�
no longer available for guidance and advice, a fact which did 
FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�UHVLGHQWV�RI�$XURYLOOH�JURZLQJ�IHHOLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�
should develop their own organization.

0RWKHU¶V� GHSDUWXUH� LQ�1RYHPEHU� �����ZDV� D� ELJ� VKRFN� IRU�
WKH�HDUO\�UHVLGHQWV�ZKR�IHOW�GHHSO\�WKH�ORVV�RI�+HU�SK\VLFDO�SUHV-
ence. During the following months, concerns and doubts about 
WKH�PHWKRGV�RI�WKH�6UL�$XURELQGR�6RFLHW\�ZRXOG�VWHDGLO\�JURZ��

The registration of the Auroville Society and its aftermath  

2Q�1RYHPEHU��th�������VHYHQ�$XURYLOLDQV�UHJLVWHUHG�DQ�Auroville 
Society� LQ� DQ� DWWHPSW� WR� FUHDWH� DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW� OHJDO� ERG\� IRU�
$XURYLOOH��ZKLFK�FRXOG�UHFHLYH�IXQGV�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�DQG�RIIHU�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�GHYHORS�D�QHZ�LQWHUQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�IRU�$XURYLOOH��
7KLV� ZDV� GRQH� RXW� RI� VKHHU� IUXVWUDWLRQ� RI� VHHLQJ� QR� LPSURYH-
PHQW� LQ� WKH�ZD\�$XURYLOOH�ZDV� DGPLQLVWHUHG� E\� WKH� 6$6�� SDU-
WLFXODUO\�E\�LWV�FKDLUPDQ��)RU�LQVWDQFH��GHVSLWH�SURPLVHV�WKDW�WZR�
Aurovilians would be co-opted as members of the SAS Executive 
&RPPLWWHH��LW�ZDV�QRW�LPSOHPHQWHG��UHÀHFWLQJ�SUREDEO\�WKH�GHHS�
VHDWHG�DYHUVLRQ�RI�1DYDMDWD� WR�VKDUH�SRZHU�DW�DQ\�OHYHO��$W� WKH�
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same time the economic situation was deteriorating, making the 
life of residents quite precarious. Development projects were 
VXIIHULQJ�DQG��LQ�DGGLWLRQ��DOO�WRR�RIWHQ�IXQGV�UDLVHG�E\�WKH�UHVL-
GHQWV�WKHPVHOYHV�IRU�YDULRXV�SURMHFWV�EXW�E\�QHFHVVLW\�FKDQQHOHG�
through SAS accounts would have to suffer a 50% cut to honor an 
DJUHHPHQW�PDGH�E\�WKH�6$6�ZLWK�WKH�6WDWH�%DQN�RI�,QGLD�WKDW�KDOI�
of all funds raised for Auroville would go to reimburse the large 
debt incurred since the beginning of Auroville. So frustration was 
growing deep which led some Aurovilians to decide to act.

7KLV� DFWLRQ�RI� UHJLVWHULQJ�D�6RFLHW\�ZRXOG�EH� WKH�¿UVW� VDOYR�
in what would be a long legal battle for the independence of 
$XURYLOOH��7KH�LQLWLDWLYH�WDNHQ�E\�WKH�VHYHQ�$XURYLOLDQV�²�ZKLFK�
FDPH� RXW� RI� WKH� EOXH� DV� YHU\� IHZ� ZHUH� WDNHQ� LQWR� FRQ¿GHQFH�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�IHDU�WKDW�WKH�6$6�ZRXOG�KDYH�LPPHGLDWHO\�WDNHQ�
legal steps to block the move if it would have heard about it 
EHIRUHKDQG��7KLV�FUHDWHG�D�ELJ�WXUPRLO�LQ�$XURYLOOH��2Q�WKH��th of 
November, the announcement was made about the registration of 
DQ�$XURYLOOH�6RFLHW\�DQG�LW�ZDV�SURSRVHG�WR�KROG�D�JHQHUDO�PHHW-
LQJ�XQGHU�WKH�%DQ\DQ�WUHH�DW�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�$XURYLOOH�RQ�1RYHPEHU�
9th so that the rationale behind the action could be explained to all 
Aurovilians and decisions taken about the follow-up. 

7KH� UHDFWLRQ� RI� WKH� DXWKRULWLHV� LQ� 3RQGLFKHUU\� ZDV� RQH� RI�
VKRFN� DQG�GLVEHOLHI��0HVVDJHV�ZHUH� VHQW� LPPHGLDWHO\� QRW� RQO\�
E\� WKH� 6$6� EXW� DOVR� E\� WKH�$VKUDP� DXWKRULWLHV�²�ZKR�ZRXOG�
XQIRUWXQDWHO\� WDNH� PRVWO\� WKH� VLGH� RI� WKH� 6$6� LQ� WKH� FRQÀLFW�
ZLWK�WKH�$XURYLOLDQV�²�WKDW�WKH�QHZ�6RFLHW\�VKRXOG�EH�GLVVROYHG�
forthwith. 

&RPPXQLW\� PHHWLQJV� ZLOO� FRQWLQXH� WR� EH� KHOG� HYHU\� ZHHN��
VRPHWLPHV� WZLFH�� WLOO� WKH� HQG� RI� WKH� \HDU� GXULQJ�ZKLFK� UHSRUWV�
were given about contacts between various Aurovilian represent-
atives and SAS and Ashram authorities.

During the numerous meetings held in Auroville, there were 
discussions about questions of organization with the idea that 
PDQ\� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� IXQFWLRQV� EDVHG� LQ� 3RQGLFKHUU\� VKRXOG� EH�
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WDNHQ�XS�E\�$XURYLOLDQV��$IWHU�D�ZKLOH�� VRPH� IDWLJXH� VHW� LQ�DQG�
meetings became less attended. Nevertheless, two important steps 
ZHUH�WDNHQ��2QH�ZDV�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�QHZ�PHGLXP�RI�FRPPXQLFD-
WLRQ��D�ZHHNO\�MRXUQDO��Auroville Notes, to link and inform the com-
PXQLWLHV��7KH�VHFRQG�ZDV� WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�D�QHZ�HFRQRPLF�
DQG�¿QDQFLDO�V\VWHP�OLQNLQJ�VHYHUDO�DFWLYLWLHV�VXFK�DV�3RXU�7RXV�
VWRUH��EDNHU\��ODXQGU\��JUHHQ�IXQG��HWF��WKURXJK�D�3RXU�7RXV�)XQG�
in which there would be collective as well as individual accounts. 

7KH�ÀXUU\�RI�PHHWLQJV�EHWZHHQ�JURXSV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�IURP�
Auroville and the SAS and Ashram authorities did not bring tan-
JLEOH�UHVXOWV��7KHUHIRUH��RQ��nd 'HFHPEHU�������WKH�6$6�¿OHG�DQ�
DI¿GDYLW�LQ�WKH�3RQGLFKHUU\�&RXUW�WR�REWDLQ�DQ�LQMXQFWLRQ�DJDLQVW�
the Auroville Society. In this document, the SAS made the follow-
ing claims among others:

In the legal sense, it (Auroville) is a project which is part 
and parcel of the SAS and takes within it all the land, prop-
erty, buildings, equipment which are now situated in the 
complex known as Auroville. (p. 1, para 2) 
The Charter of Auroville is a spiritual declaration. It is in-
appropriate to quote from the Charter in a legal document. 
All the land, equipment, etc., in Auroville are the properties 
of the SAS and no person can set any title to the properties 
or claim the right to manage the same. (p.2, para 4) 
The defendants have no right, much less a statutory right, 
to carry on any activities in Auroville or in respect of Au-
roville, except to carry on the work allotted to them by the 
plaintiff Society. (p.3, para 7) 
Auroville is the property of SAS and is under the manage-
ment of the Executive Committee of the SAS. The loose ex-
pression “Aurovilians” has no place in legal documents. 
(p. 5, p 10) 

So it was in the open now, how the SAS dignitaries saw the 
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Aurovilians, not like brothers who had come from all over the 
ZRUOG� WR� UHVSRQG� WR� WKH�FDOO�RI� WKH�0RWKHU� DQG�KHU�&KDUWHU� IRU�
$XURYLOOH��EXW�OLNH�HPSOR\HHV�DW�WKHLU�EHFN�DQG�FRPPDQG��(YHQ�LI�
RQH�WDNHV�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�OHJDO�DI¿GDYLWV�GR�QRW�VR�HDVLO\�
allow the making of subtle distinctions, the wording and tone of 
WKH�GRFXPHQW�ZDV�IHOW�GHHSO\�RIIHQVLYH�DQG�FRQ¿UPHG�WKH�ORQJ�
KHOG�VXVSLFLRQV�DERXW�WKH�UHDO�DWWLWXGH�RI�WKH�6$6�RI¿FH�KROGHUV�
EHKLQG�WKH�HDUO\�YDJXH�FRQFLOLDWRU\�SURPLVHV�

:KLOH�WKH�&RXUW�FDVH�ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�WKH�3RQGLFKHUU\�&RXUW��
the SAS was taking other ominous steps, such as asking foreign 
$XURYLOLDQV�� UHTXHVWLQJ� WKH�YLVD�JXDUDQWHH� WKDW�6$6�RQO\�FRXOG�
give, to make a statement of support and obedience, short of 
ZKLFK� QR� JXDUDQWHH�ZRXOG� EH� H[WHQGHG��2Q�'HFHPEHU� ���� WKH�
6$6� UHJLVWHUHG� D� QHZ� WUXVW� FDOOHG�$XUR�7UXVW�� XQGHU�ZKLFK� DOO�
WKH�SURSHUWLHV�RI�$XURYLOOH�ZHUH�OLVWHG��LQFOXGLQJ�XQLWV�FUHDWHG�E\�
$XURYLOLDQV��VR�WKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�FODLP�DOO�WKH�LQFRPH�GHULYLQJ�IURP�
$XURYLOOH� DFWLYLWLHV��7KH\�ZHUH� WU\LQJ� WR� IRUFH� WKH�$XURYLOLDQV�
into submission through court case and other legal means.

$WWHPSWV�DW�FRQFLOLDWLRQ�DQG�¿QDO�EUHDN

<HW�IRU�VRPH�WLPH�LQ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�������PD\EH�SURPSWHG�E\�
WKH�PDQDJLQJ�7UXVWHH�RI�WKH�$VKUDP��&RXQRXPD��ZKR�ZDV�TXLWH�
ZRUULHG�DERXW�WKH�GHYHORSLQJ�FRQÀLFW�DQG�WKH�EDG�SXEOLFLW\�WKDW�
LW�ZDV� OLNHO\� WR�FUHDWH�� WKHUH�ZDV� VRPH�HIIRUW� WRZDUGV�FRQFLOLD-
WLRQ��7KH�3RXU�7RXV�)XQG�PDQDJHUV�ZHUH�DOORZHG�WR�RSHQ�D�EDQN�
DFFRXQW�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�$XURYLOOH�EUDQFK�RI�WKH�6WDWH�%DQN�RI�,QGLD�
— which could not be done without an authorizing resolution 
from the SAS (who still rejected two names in the proposed list of 
VLJQDWRULHV���1DYDMDWD�SURPLVHG�UHJXODU�VXSSRUW�WR�WKH�3RXU�7RXV�
fund for the maintenances� of Aurovilians — a promise which 

�� �0DLQWHQDQFH���PRQWKO\�DOORFDWLRQ�IRU�EDVLF�QHHGV�
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would not be honored. Navajata and other members of the SAS 
Executive Committee came to two successive meetings of the 
UHFHQWO\� RUJDQL]HG�ZHHNO\� 3RXU�7RXV�PHHWLQJV�� 1DYDMDWD� HYHQ�
ZHQW�WR�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�VROLFLWLQJ�D�KXW�LQ�$VSLUDWLRQ�²�E\�IDU�WKH�
ODUJHVW�FRPPXQLW\�DW�WKH�WLPH�²�VR�WKDW�KH�PD\�KDYH�D�FKDQFH�WR�
EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�GD\�WR�GD\�UHDOLWLHV�RI�WKH�$XURYLOLDQ�OLIH��
Despite the overcrowding, as it was thought a manifestation of 
JRRG�ZLOO��D�UHFHQWO\�YDFDWHG�ODUJH�KXW�ZDV�PDGH�DYDLODEOH��$QG�
KH�GLG�FRPH�DQG�VSHQW�D�IHZ�GD\V«

%XW�WKURXJK�WKH�ODUJH�F\FOH�RI�DFWLRQ�UHDFWLRQ��DQG�ZLWK�WKH�NLQG�
RI�HYHQWV�ZKLFK�WHQG�WR�RFFXU�LQ�D�FRQÀLFW�VLWXDWLRQ��WKH�FKDQFHV�
RI�FRQFLOLDWLRQ�DUH�DOZD\V�IUDJLOH��$IWHU�KDYLQJ�LQLWLDOO\�DJUHHG�WR�
channel funds for Aurovilian maintenances through the new Pour 
7RXV�)XQG��1DYDMDWD�DSSDUHQWO\�FKDQJHG�KLV�PLQG�DQG�QR�IXQGV�
ZHUH�UHFHLYHG��GHVSLWH�VHYHUDO�UHPLQGHUV��,Q�HDUO\�)HEUXDU\��WKHUH�
came the shocking news of Francis, an American Aurovilian, get-
WLQJ�D�4XLW�1RWLFH��7KHQ��VRRQ�DIWHU��6DYLWUD��DQRWKHU�$PHULFDQ��
got the same. When questioned about it, Navajata pretended that 
it was Government of India’s decision due to allegations of CIA 
FRQQHFWLRQV��1RERG\�ZDV� IRROHG�E\� WKLV� WDOH�DQG�� LPPHGLDWHO\��
a petition was opened to support our American brothers, which 
IXUWKHU� LQIXULDWHG� 1DYDMDWD�� XSVHW� WKDW� PDQ\�$XURYLOLDQV� ZHUH�
signing it. 

2Q�$XURYLOOH� ODQG�DOVR�� WKLQJV�ZHUH�EHFRPLQJ�GLI¿FXOW��7KH�
manager of Land Estate for the SAS pretended to administer 
those agricultural lands on which Aurovilians had settled and had 
begun the hard work to bring the land back to health. He was 
leasing Auroville lands with cashew or mango trees which were 
XQGHU�WKH�FDUH�RI�$XURYLOLDQV�WR�ORFDO�YLOODJHUV��WKXV�GHOLEHUDWHO\�
FUHDWLQJ�D�WHQVH�VLWXDWLRQ��7KH�6$6�DOVR�EHJXQ�WR�KLUH�ORFDO�YLO-
ODJHUV�DV�ZDWFKPHQ�ZKRP�WKH\�GLG�QRW�KHVLWDWH�ODWHU�WR�VHW�DJDLQVW�
$XURYLOLDQV�ZKRP�WKH\�FRQVLGHUHG�³WUHVSDVVHUV´�

:KHQ�LW�EHFDPH�FOHDU�WKDW�1DYDMDWD�DQG�WKH�6$6�ZHUH�WU\LQJ�WR�
JHW�$XURYLOLDQV�LQWR�VXEPLVVLRQ�E\�ZLWKKROGLQJ�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW��
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WKH�VPDOO�JURXS�PDQDJLQJ�WKH�QHZ�3RXU�7RXV�)XQG�H[SHULPHQW�
GHFLGHG� LQ� ODWH� )HEUXDU\� WR� LQIRUP� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� DV� ZHOO� DV�
all the friends of Auroville abroad, Auroville Centers as well as 
LQGLYLGXDOV��7KHUH�ZDV�D�QLFH�UHVSRQVH�ERWK�IURP�WKH�$XURYLOLDQV�
— quite a few came and made donations, sometimes quite sub-
VWDQWLDO�²�DQG� IURP� WKH�&HQWHUV��7KH� UHVXOW�ZDV� WKDW�$XURYLOOH�
EHJDQ�WR�EH�¿QDQFLDOO\�LQGHSHQGHQW�IURP�WKH�6$6��VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�
ZH�GLG�QRW� WKLQN�UHDOO\�SRVVLEOH�DW� WKH� WLPH��EXW�ZHUH�IRUFHG�WR�
DFFRPSOLVK�XQGHU�6$6�EODFNPDLO��7KLV�KDUG�ZRQ�¿QDQFLDO�LQGH-
SHQGHQFH�²�RI� FRXUVH� \HW� YHU\� IUDJLOH� DQG�PLQLPDO�²�ZRXOG�
ODWHU�EH�YHU\�FUXFLDO�E\�HQDEOLQJ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� WR� DVN� IRU� WKH�
VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�,QGLD�LQ�LWV�VWUXJJOH�IRU�DXWRQRP\��
6XFK� D� UHTXHVW�ZRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ� GLI¿FXOW� WR�PDNH� LI� WKH� FRP-
PXQLW\�ZHUH�VWLOO�HFRQRPLFDOO\�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�6$6�UHVRXUFHV��6R��
UHWURVSHFWLYHO\��RQH�FDQ�QRZ�VD\�WKDW�LW�ZDV�DQ�XQLQWHQGHG�PDMRU�
JLIW�IURP�1DYDMDWD�DQG��VXUHO\��D�ELJ�VWUDWHJLF�PLVWDNH�RI�KLV�LQ�WKH�
XQIROGLQJ�FRQÀLFW�

2Q�WKH�YLVD�IURQW��SUREOHPV�ZHUH�JURZLQJ��7KH�6$6�GLG�QRW�
UHQHZ�WKHLU�JXDUDQWHH�IRU�WKRVH�IRUHLJQHUV�WKH\�FRQVLGHUHG�XQGH-
VLUDEOH��WKHUHIRUH�SXWWLQJ�DERXW�WKLUW\�RI�WKHP�RQ�WKH�ZURQJ�VLGH�RI�
WKH�ODZ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��IRU�H[WHQGLQJ�YLVD�JXDUDQWHHV��WKH\�GHFLGHG�
to ask even long-time Aurovilians to sign an amended admis-
VLRQ�IRUP�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�VLJQDWRU\�VSHFL¿FDOO\�GHFODUHV�WKDW�KH�RU�
VKH�³ZLOO�DOVR�DELGH�E\�DOO�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�DQG�RWKHU�GHFLVLRQV�RI�
the Executive Committee of the SAS whether made so far or in 
WKH�IXWXUH�´�)UDQFLV�DQG�6DYLWUD�KDG�¿QDOO\�EHHQ�REOLJHG�WR�OHDYH�
,QGLD�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�0DUFK��GHVSLWH�UHSHDWHG�HIIRUWV�LQ�1HZ�'HOKL�
WR�VROYH�WKH�SUREOHP�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�6$6��1HHGOHVV�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKH�
DWPRVSKHUH�LQ�$XURYLOOH�ZDV�YHU\�GLVWXUEHG�DQG�PRVW�$XURYLOLDQV�
were quite upset with the SAS and worried about the future.
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7KH�¿JKW�EUHDNV�RXW��
the police in Aspiration, and Aurovilians in jail 

7KH�KXW�REOLJLQJO\�JLYHQ�WR�1DYDMDWD�VWRRG�HPSW\�IRU�ZHHNV�²�
RQO\�RQFH� LQ�D�ZKLOH�ZRXOG�KLV�QHSKHZ��3UDEKDW�3RGGDU�� FRPH�
DQG�WDNH�D�QDS��,W�IHOW�OLNH�D�MRNH�DQG�D�SURYRFDWLRQ�LQ�DQ�RYHU-
FURZGHG�FRPPXQLW\�DV�$VSLUDWLRQ�ZDV�DW� WKH� WLPH��6R�RQH�GD\�
LQ�HDUO\�0D\��WKHUH�ZDV�D�PHHWLQJ�RI�D�ODUJH�JURXS�RI�$VSLUDWLRQ�
residents which decided to take back the hut and allot it to a fam-
LO\�LQ�QHHG�RI�PRUH�VSDFH��7KH�KXW�ZDV�RSHQHG�DQG�WKH�YHU\�IHZ�
EHORQJLQJV�IRXQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�FDUHIXOO\�VHW�DVLGH�WR�EH�JLYHQ�EDFN��
7KH�QH[W�GD\�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ��WKHUH�ZDV�WKH�VKRFN�RI�SROLFH�SUHV-
HQFH�LQ�$VSLUDWLRQ�DV�D�FRPSODLQW�KDG�EHHQ�ORGJHG�E\�WKH�6$6��
7KH�SROLFH�VWD\HG�RQ�GD\�DQG�QLJKW��ZKLFK�JDYH�D�VWUDQJH�IHHOLQJ�
WR�WKH�UHVLGHQWV��WR�VD\�WKH�OHDVW��$IWHU�WKUHH�ZHHNV��RQ�0D\���th 
�����²�WKH�GD\�ZKHQ�D�ORQJ�FRQFUHWLQJ�MRLQHG�WKH�IRXU�ULEV�RI�
0DWULPDQGLU�²�HLJKW�$XURYLOLDQV�ZHUH�DUUHVWHG��VL[�)UHQFK��RQH�
American, one Indian, as the supposed ring leaders of the rebel-
OLRQ��7KH\�VSHQW�RQH�IXOO�ZHHN�LQ�WKH�7LQGLYDQDP�VXE�MDLO�WLOO�WKH\�
ZHUH�IUHHG�RQ�EDLO�E\�GHFLVLRQ�RI�WKH�+LJK�&RXUW�RI�0DGUDV�

7KH� RYHUUHDFWLRQ� RI� WKH� 6$6� KDG� WKH� XQLQWHQGHG� UHVXOW� RI�
attracting even more the attention of the Central Government in 
'HOKL��ZKLFK�ZDV�DOUHDG\�DOHUWHG�WR�WKH�FRQÀLFW�VLWXDWLRQ�WKURXJK�
WKH� VWRU\� RI� WKH� HYLFWLRQ� RI� )UDQFLV� DQG� 6DYLWUD�� +DUGO\� WKUHH�
GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�DUUHVW��D�KLJK�RI¿FLDO�ZDV�VHQW�WR�3RQGLFKHUU\�DQG�
$XURYLOOH�WR�DVVHVV�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�UHSRUW��7KLV�RI¿FLDO�ZDV�QRQH�
RWKHU�WKDQ�.LUHHW�-RVKL��D�IRUPHU�FORVH�FROODERUDWRU�RI�WKH�0RWKHU�
ZKRP�30�,QGLUD�*DQGKL�KDG�FDOOHG�WR�'HOKL��'XULQJ�WKH�WZHOYH�
\HDUV�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�\HW�WDNH�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�OLEHUDWLRQ�RI�$XURYLOOH��
.LUHHW�-RVKL�ZRXOG�UHPDLQ�D�YHU\�FHQWUDO�DFWRU��1RZ�WKHUH�ZRXOG�
EH�QR�WXUQLQJ�EDFN�IURP�WKH�FRQÀLFW�ZKLFK�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�EH�SOD\HG�
out till the bitter end.

After the visit of Kireet Joshi, there was an expectation that 
the intervention of the central government would somehow free 
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$XURYLOOH�VRRQ��%XW�JRYHUQPHQW�ZKHHOV�PRYH�VORZO\�DQG�WKHUH�
ZHUH� FRPSOH[LWLHV� LQ� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ�� 7KH� 6$6� KDG� OHJDO� ULJKWV�
which could not be ignored even if the international nature of the 
SURMHFW�DQG� WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�VHYHUDO� UHVROXWLRQV� IURP�81(6&2�
JDYH�D�FHUWDLQ�OHJLWLPDF\�WR�D�*RYHUQPHQW�VXSHUYLVLRQ��

Auroville’s population would remain more or less stagnant for 
PDQ\�\HDUV�GXH�WR�WKH�YHU\�XQFHUWDLQ�DQG�XQVHWWOHG�VLWXDWLRQ��)RU�
PDQ\�SHRSOH�RXWVLGH�ZKR�ZHUH�DZDUH�RI�$XURYLOOH¶V�SUHGLFDPHQW��
there were legitimate doubts about Auroville’s ultimate survival. 
%XW�PRVW�LI�QRW�DOO�UHVLGHQWV�IHOW�FRQ¿GHQW�LQ�0RWKHU¶V�SURWHFWLRQ��
7KH\� ZHUH� LQWLPDWHO\� FRQYLQFHG� WKDW� $XURYLOOH� ZRXOG� SUHYDLO�
against all odds. 

'XULQJ�WKHVH�PRQWKV�RI�VXPPHU�DQG�IDOO�RI������WKH�ZHHNO\�
3RXU�7RXV�PHHWLQJ�UHPDLQHG�WKH�PDLQ�IRUXP�LQ�ZKLFK�FROOHFWLYH�
PDWWHUV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG��GLVFXVVHG�DQG�GHFLGHG��7KH\�ZHUH�KHOG�LQ�
D�VPDOO�EXLOGLQJ�EXLOW�DW� WKH�ERUGHU�RI�.XLODSDOD\DP�DV� LWV�¿UVW�
GHVWLQDWLRQ�LQ������ZDV�WR�EH�D�VKRS�DOVR�RSHQ�WR�YLOODJHUV��/DWHU�LW�
EHFDPH�WKH�3RXU�7RXV�FHQWUH�IRU�IRRG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�WR�$XURYLOLDQV�
DQG�WKHQ�WKH�3RXU�7RXV�IXQG�³EDQN´��6RPHWLPHV�XS�WR����SHRSOH�
would squeeze themselves inside amidst the vegetable and other 
food items, some on the ground, some up on the counter. It is 
RQO\�WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU�WKDW�LW�ZDV�GHFLGHG�WR�VKLIW�WR�D�
PRUH�FRQYHQLHQW�VSDFH��$IWHU�VHYHUDO�WULDOV��WKH�3RXU�7RXV�PHHW-
LQJV�¿QDOO\�VHWWOHG�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�LQ�WKH�ODUJH�OLYLQJ�URRP�RI�D�
ELJ�KRXVH�LQ�$XURVRQ¶V�KRPH�FRPPXQLW\��WRGD\�&HUWLWXGH��

$�¿UVW�*RYHUQPHQW�PRYH�DQG�VXGGHQ�VHWEDFN

7RZDUGV� WKH�HQG�RI������� WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�PDGH� LWV�PRYH��7KH�
setting of a high-level committee for Auroville was announced 
DQG�LW�GLG�FRPH�LQWR�H[LVWHQFH�E\�-DQXDU\�������

%XW�LW�VR�KDSSHQHG�WKDW�LQ�0DUFK������,QGLUD�*DQGKL�ORVW�WKH�
general election that she had called after the lifting of the State 
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RI��(PHUJHQF\����7KH�RSSRVLWLRQ��IRU�RQFH�XQLWHG��ZRQ�DQG�D�QHZ�
-DQDWD�JRYHUQPHQW�FDPH�LQWR�SRZHU��7KLV�ZDV�IHOW�DV�D�KXJH�VHW-
EDFN�E\�PDQ\�$XURYLOLDQV�ZKR�IHDUHG�WKDW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�SUR-
WHFWLRQ�UHFHQWO\�REWDLQHG�PD\�QRW�HQGXUH��7KHUH�ZDV�D�IHHOLQJ�RI�
XQFHUWDLQW\�

$� IHZ�PRQWKV� ODWHU�� HDUO\�6HSWHPEHU��¿YH�$XURYLOLDQV�PDQ-
DJHG�WR�VHH�WKH�QHZ�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�LQ�'HOKL��7RLQH��RQH�RI�WKH�
¿YH��WROG�PH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
 

The meeting was not at the house of the Prime Minister but 
LQ�KLV�RI¿FH�LQ�6RXWK�%ORFN��:H�HQWHUHG�WKH�RI¿FH�E\�VD\LQJ�
that we were going to meet the Personal Secretary of the 
PM and when we met the Personal Secretary and told him 
that we came to meet the PM he was angry and made us 
wait … long hours.

$QRWKHU�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�GHOHJDWLRQ��3UHP�0DOLN��ORQJ�DJR�JDYH�
me an account of the meeting:

$OWKRXJK�ZH�KDG�QR�DSSRLQWPHQW��ZH�ZHQW�WR�WKH�30�RI¿FH�
WR�WU\�DQG�VHH�KLP��:H�ZHUH�WROG�WKDW�ZH�KDG�OLWWOH�FKDQFH�
WR�EH�DEOH�WR�VHH�WKH�30�EXW�ZH�ZHUH�DOORZHG�WR�ZDLW��:H�
waited nearly for 5 hours. In the meanwhile we saw Shyam-
sunder, who had got an appointment, coming out and he 
told us that the old man was in a bad mood. 
Finally we were called and when we entered, Morarji Desai 
was reclining back on his seat, looking very much the 82 
years old that he was and I had a rather sinking feeling, 
as an Indian, seeing this new PM looking so old and tired. 
:H�WRRN�RXU�VHDWV�DQG�6DYLWUD�EHJXQ�WR� WDON��ZLWK� WKH�30�
remaining in the same apparently lethargic position. At one 

�� �6WDWH�RI�(PHUJHQF\�SURFODLPHG�E\�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�,QGLD�LQ�-XQH������XSRQ�UHTXHVW�
E\�30� ,QGLUD�*DQGKL�ZKRVH� FRQWLQXDWLRQ� LQ�RI¿FH�GXH� WR� OHJDO�SUREOHPV�ZDV� FKDO-
OHQJHG�WKURXJK�ODUJH�PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�ZKROH�FRXQWU\�



��

SRLQW��6DYLWUD�VDLG�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH���³:H�KDYH�FRPH�WR�,QGLD�
to help,” and suddenly Morarji quite literally jumped up in 
his seat and said forcefully “India does not need any help!” 
I felt happy that there was actually quite some juice in the 
old man while we all looked rather severely at Savitra.
This was not a very auspicious beginning but, after a while, 
we managed to tell our story. He then told us that he did not 
much believe in the chances of our project as our leader 
ZDV�GHDG��%XW�KH�VDLG�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�³,QGLD�LV�D�YDVW�FRXQ-
try and if 400 odd people from many countries have assem-
bled to pursue some spiritual goal, it can be accommodated 
and such people should not be harassed.” 
He asked whether this Navajata, about whom we were com-
plaining, was not in fact Keshav Poddar. I was able to con-
¿UP�WKLV��+H�WKHQ�VDLG�WKDW�KH�NQHZ�WKLV�PDQ�WR�EH�D�FURRN��
$V�&KLHI�PLQLVWHU�RI�%RPED\��KH�KDG�ZDQWHG�WR�DUUHVW�KLP�
EXW�1DYDMDWD� KDG� ÀHG� WR�3RQGLFKHUU\� DQG�³<RXU�0RWKHU�
protected him,” he added.
He did not see what he could do for us but he said that 
he would make a noting that important Auroville matters 
should be referred back to him prior to any decision. I be-
lieve that it contributed to providing a modicum of protec-
tion to Auroville during the turbulent times that followed.

$IWHU�WKLV�UDWKHU�PLUDFXORXV�VWRU\�±�,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�LI�WKHUH�DUH�
PDQ\�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�\RX�FRXOG�PHHW�WKH�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�ZLWK-
out an appointment – there was a kind of ‘rampant guerilla war’ 
ZLWK�PDQ\�VWUXJJOHV��%XW�1DYDMDWD�ZDV�QHYHU�DEOH�WR�GR�ZKDW�KH�
ZDQWHG��WKDW�LV�WR�VD\��KH�KLPVHOI�WROG�PH�RQFH�LQ�������³FORVH�
$XURYLOOH�DQG�UHRSHQ�D�IHZ�\HDUV�ODWHU´��

:KDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ������������DQG�������ZDV�TXLWH�GLI¿FXOW��
:H�KDG� OLWWOH�PRQH\�� UHVRXUFHV�ZHUH� VFDUFH��$W� WKDW� WLPH� VRPH�
$XURYLOOH�IDUPV�ZHUH�JURZLQJ�³FOXVWHUEHDQV´�D�NLQG�RI�KDUG\�EHDQ�
�VXUHO\�QRW�WR�FRPSDUH�ZLWK�WKRVH�IURP�*HUDUG�LQ�$XUR�RUFKDUG���
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WKH� NLQG� \RX� QHHG� WR� FKHZ� ZHOO�� $QG� ZH� ZHUH� ÀRRGHG� ZLWK�
³FOXVWHUEHDQV´�� 2QH� GD\�� VRPHRQH� IURP� $VSLUDWLRQ� VXGGHQO\�
HQWHUHG�3RXU�7RXV�ZKHUH�P\�SDUWQHU�&KULVWLQH�ZDV�WU\LQJ�KHU�EHVW�
WR�¿QG�PRQH\�IRU� WKH� IRRG�PDUNHW�DQG� WROG�KHU��³&OXVWHUEHDQV��
FOXVWHUEHDQV��EXW�ZH�DUH�QRW�DQLPDOV�´�

7KDW�LV�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKRVH�WLPHV�ZHUH�UHDOO\�FKDOOHQJLQJ��EXW�ZH�
GLG�VXUYLYH�DV�EHVW�DV�ZH�FRXOG��7KHUH�ZHUH�VHYHUDO�SURWUDFWHG�EDW-
WOHV�ZLWK�WKH�6$6�DQG�LWV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��7KH\�PDQDJHG�WR�JHW�WKH�
SROLFH�WR�DUUHVW�D�ODUJH�JURXS�RI�$XURYLOLDQV��DERXW�IRUW\��WRZDUGV�
WKH�HQG�RI�$XJXVW�������7KH�$XURYLOLDQV�KDG�DVVHPEOHG�XQGHU�WKH�
EDQ\DQ� WUHH�� WKH�SROLFHPHQ�VXUURXQGHG� WKHP�DQG�FDOOHG�RXW� WKH�
QDPHV�RI�WKRVH�WR�EH�DUUHVWHG��7KH�$XURYLOLDQV�VWD\HG�LQ�MDLO�IRU�D�
IHZ�GD\V�DQG��ODWHU��KDG�WR�DSSHDU�HYHU\�IRUWQLJKW�EHIRUH�WKH�FRXUW�
in Villipuram. Whenever and wherever possible, during these 
ORQJ�\HDUV��WKH�6$6�UHVRUWHG�WR�KDUDVVPHQW��SDUWLFXODUO\�WU\LQJ�WR�
EORFN�WKH�ZRUN�DW�WKH�0DWULPDQGLU��1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�$XURYLOLDQV�
were able to make slow progress in various areas, including in 
their organization which continued to be centered around the Pour 
7RXV�PHHWLQJV�DV�WKH�PDLQ�SODFH�IRU�FROOHFWLYH�GHFLVLRQV��7RZDUGV�
WKH�HQG�RI�������WKH�$XURYLOOH�&RRSHUDWLYH�FDPH�LQWR�H[LVWHQFH��D�
VPDOO�JURXS�RI���RU���$XURYLOLDQV�IRU�D�EHWWHU�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�
as to represent Auroville whenever needed.

The government gets involved again

7KHQ� UDWKHU� VXUSULVLQJO\�� ,QGLUD�*DQGKL� FDPH� EDFN� WR� SRZHU� ±�
DIWHU�WKH�(PHUJHQF\�DQG�KHU�GHIHDW�LQ������ZH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�PXFK�
KRSH�VKH�FRXOG�SRVVLEO\�UHWXUQ�WR�SRZHU��+HU�SDUW\�ZRQ�WKH�HOHF-
WLRQV�HDUO\�-DQXDU\������DIWHU�WKH�FROODSVH�RI�WKH�-DQDWD�JRYHUQ-
PHQW��6KH�VRRQ�FDOOHG�DQ�DGYLVRU�ZKR�ZDV�YHU\�FORVH�WR�KHU��+LV�
name was Sir C.P.N. Singh���+H�ZDV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�KDG�DOUHDG\�

�� �$�GLSORPDW��HPLQHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWRU�DQG�IULHQG�RI�1HKUX�
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helped Auroville a lot and she asked him to be the governor of 
8WWDU�3UDGHVK��WKH�ODUJHVW�VWDWH�RI�,QGLD��&�3�1��6LQJK��ZKR�ZDV�
DOUHDG\�TXLWH�ROG��KH�ZDV�DERXW�����WROG�KHU�>VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV@��
³<RX�NQRZ��SROLWLFV�IRU�PH«�,�KDYH�KDG�P\�VKDUH��DW�SUHVHQW�WKDW�
is not what preoccupies me, I prefer spiritual life and I am preoc-
FXSLHG�DERXW�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�$XURYLOOH�´

,QGLUD�*DQGKL� WROG�KLP��³3OHDVH�GR�ZKDW� ,�DP�DVNLQJ�\RX�� ,�
QHHG�\RX�LQ�8WWDU�3UDGHVK�>WKH�PRVW�SROLWLFDOO\�GLI¿FXOW�VWDWH@�±�,�
SURPLVH�ZH�ZLOO�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�IRU�$XURYLOOH�´

6R�WKDW�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV�ZH�FDPH�WR�NQRZ�ZK\�,QGLUD�
*DQGKL�JRW�TXLFNO\�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�$XURYLOOH��%XW�VKH�KHUVHOI�KDG�
shown personal interest for Auroville and she had a sincere devo-
WLRQ�IRU�WKH�0RWKHU��7KHUHIRUH�VKH�ZDV�PRWLYDWHG�WR�DFW�IRU�UHVFX-
LQJ�WKH�SURMHFW��$V�D�UHVXOW��DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU�������DURXQG�
1RYHPEHU�����LQ�QHZVSDSHUV�KHDGOLQHV�$XURYLOOH�ZDV�ELJ�QHZV��
WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�KDG�SURPXOJDWHG�DQ�2UGLQDQFH��IRU�D�WHPSRUDU\�
takeover of Auroville.

:K\�DQ�2UGLQDQFH"�7KHUH�ZDV�D�VHFUHW�VWRU\�EHKLQG�WKLV�RUGL-
nance. It had been promulgated just before the opening of the 
SDUOLDPHQWDU\� VHVVLRQ�� 1RUPDOO\�� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� GRHV� QRW� GR�
that. An ordinance is passed when the Parliament will not be in 
VHVVLRQ�IRU�VRPH�PRQWKV�RU�DW�OHDVW�VHYHUDO�ZHHNV��%XW�KHUH�WKH�
ZLQWHU�VHVVLRQ�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�VWDUW�YHU\�VRRQ��%XW�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�
knew that there was a lot of support for the SAS in the Parliament 
EHFDXVH�1DYDMDWD�KDG�PDQ\�IULHQGV�DQG�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�DPRXQW�RI�
FRQWDFWV�HYHU\ZKHUH��7KHUH�ZDV�D�SHUFHSWLRQ�WKDW�LI�WKH�JRYHUQ-
ment tried to pass a law on Auroville in the Parliament, it would be 
TXLWH�GLI¿FXOW��WKHUH�ZRXOG�OLNHO\�EH�ORWV�RI�DPHQGPHQWV�SURSRVHG�
E\�6$6�VXSSRUWHUV�DQG�WKH�GHVLUHG�UHVXOW�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�REWDLQHG��
7KHUHIRUH��LW�ZDV�GHFLGHG�WR�JR�IRU�DQ�RUGLQDQFH�EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�DQ�
RUGLQDQFH�LV�SURPXOJDWHG��WKH�3DUOLDPHQW�±�ZKLFK�PXVW�UDWLI\�DQ�
RUGLQDQFH�ZLWKLQ�VL[�PRQWKV�±�FDQQRW�DPHQG�LW��LW�FDQ�UHMHFW�LW��RI�
FRXUVH��EXW�RWKHUZLVH�LW�PXVW�UDWLI\�LW�DV�LW�LV�

%\�'HFHPEHU����WKH�RUGLQDQFH�ZDV�UHSODFHG�E\�WKH�$XURYLOOH�
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(PHUJHQF\�3URYLVLRQV�$FW��ZKLFK�ZDV�SDVVHG�DIWHU�IHZ�GD\V�RI�
GHEDWHV�E\�ERWK�+RXVHV��2QH�RI� WKH�VSHDNHUV� LQ� WKH�/RN�6DEKD�
was Dr. Karan Singh��ZKR� VDLG� �� ³7KLV� LV� QRZ� D� OHDS� LQWR� WKH�
XQNQRZQ��DV�LW�ZHUH��,W�FRXOG�FRQFHLYDEO\�EH�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�
VLQJOH�%LOO�HYHU�SDVVHG�E\�WKLV�+RXVH�EHFDXVH�LW�GHDOV�QRW�VLPSO\�
with material manifestation, not even with the collective human 
PDQLIHVWDWLRQ��EXW�LW�GHDOV�ZLWK�VRPHWKLQJ�ZKLFK�LV�VWLOO�EH\RQG�
the ken of human consciousness, it deals with an idea which is an 
DUURZ�LQWR�WKH�IXWXUH�´

�� 'U��.DUDQ�6LQJK�LV�D�SURPLQHQW�SHUVRQDOLW\�LQ�,QGLD��6RQ�RI� WKH�ODVW�0DKDUDMD�RI�
.DVKPLU��KH�ZDV�IRU�D� IHZ�\HDUV� WKH�JRYHUQRU�RI� WKLV� ,QGLDQ�VWDWH�DIWHU� WKH� LQGHSHQ-
GHQFH��+H�WKHQ�EHFDPH�D�\RXQJ�FDELQHW�PLQLVWHU�LQ�WKH�FHQWUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�� �'HHSO\�
connected to the Ashram and Auroville, he had a more or less formal role of liaison at 
WKH�KLJKHVW�OHYHO�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�\HDUV�RI�$XURYLOOH��:KHQ�,QGLUD�*DQGKL�FDPH�EDFN�WR�
SRZHU�HDUO\�������KH�ZURWH�WR�KHU�UHTXHVWLQJ�D�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�LQ�$XURYLOOH¶V�
troubled affairs. After the enactment of the Auroville Foundation Act, he became in 
)HEUXDU\������WKH�¿UVW�&KDLUPDQ�RI�WKH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�RI�WKH�$XURYLOOH�)RXQGDWLRQ��
Nominated again in 2005, he continues to watch over the progression of Auroville.
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The unlikely story of the Auroville Ordinance

The following text is an insertion and is therefore not the 
literal transcription of the talk. When Kireet Joshi read it, 
he proposed a few corrections, and in particular he gave 
the detailed story of the Auroville Ordinance episode that 
we integrally insert below due to its special interest.

On 17 November 1980, the Indian Parliament was to meet. 
Around mid-October, Kireet was suddenly called by Indira 
Gandhi – who was the then Prime Minister – to a Cabinet meet-
ing (with the main ministers of the Central Government). Kireet 
UXVKHG�RXW�RI�KLV�RI¿FH�WR�DWWHQG��EXW�ZKHQ�KH�DUULYHG�WKH�PHHW-
ing had already began. R.K. Dhawan, Indira’s personal secretary 
LQIRUPHG�KHU�WKDW�.LUHHW�KDG�DUULYHG��6KH�DVNHG�IRU�KLP��:KHQ�
Kireet entered the room, Indira Gandhi asked him to take a seat 
next to her – a huge honor for a simple functionary who is not 
supposed to attend a Cabinet meeting since these are restricted 
to Cabinet members only. She told him: “Kireetji, please take a 
seat and talk to them about Auroville.” Kireet then explained the 
Auroville situation to all the ministers and at the end of this pres-
entation and the brief discussion that followed – some ministers 
friends of Navajata tried to intervene in favor of the SAS but they 
were rapidly contradicted by other ministers like Vasant Sathe – 
there was an agreement on the fact that the ordinance project pre-
pared by the Law Minister was faulty on one point, the fact that 
the residents of Auroville were nowhere in the picture. Narasimha 
5DR��WKH�WKHQ�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV�PLQLVWHU��GHFODUHG��³:H�VKRXOG�QRW�
give the impression to want to introduce the control of the govern-
PHQW� LQ�$XURYLOOH��:H� WKHUHIRUH�KDYH� WR�DPHQG� WKH�RUGLQDQFH�´�
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Indira did not say anything but turned towards Kireet and told 
him: “Do the necessary.” She then left the meeting.

The same evening, Kireet worked with Mr. Peri Shastri who 
was Secretary at the Law Ministry. Very quickly, in a few minutes, 
they agreed on the concept of an International Advisory Council, 
DQ�LGHD�RI�.LUHHW��ZLWK�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GH¿QLWLRQ�

7KH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$GYLVRU\� &RXQFLO� RI�$XURYLOOH� ZLOO� EH�
FRPSRVHG�ZLWK�QR�PRUH�WKDQ�¿YH�PHPEHUV�QDPHG�E\�WKH�
Central Government.
7KH� &HQWUDO� *RYHUQPHQW� ZLOO� FKRRVH� WKH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
$GYLVRU\� &RXQFLO¶V� PHPEHUV� DPRQJVW� SHUVRQDOLWLHV� WKH\�
GHHP� GHGLFDWHG� WR� WKH� LGHDOV� RI� KXPDQ� XQLW\�� SHDFH� DQG�
progress.
7KH�&RXQFLO��RQ�LWV�RZQ�LQLWLDWLYH�RU�LQ�UHIHUHQFH�WR�D�UHTXHVW�
PDGH�E\�WKH�&HQWUDO�*RYHUQPHQW��FDQ�JLYH�LWV�DGYLFH�WR�WKH�
&HQWUDO�*RYHUQPHQW�RQ�DQ\�VXEMHFW�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�GHYHO-
opment and administration of Auroville.
%\�DGGUHVVLQJ�LWV�FRPPHQWV�WR�WKH�&HQWUDO�*RYHUQPHQW��WKH�
&RXQFLO�ZLOO�WU\�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�

the ideals for which Auroville has been created are 
HQFRXUDJHG�
the freedom to grow and to develop activities and insti-
tutions for the accomplishment of the aspirations and 
programs envisaged in the Auroville’s Charter is main-
tained for the residents of Auroville.

The next morning, Kireet showed the concept to Indira Gandhi. 
She approved it and asked him to show it to the other ministers. 
Kireet went to see Narasimha Rao who approved it and then Shiv 
Shankar, who was the Law Minister and who also approved it 
(of course they were aware that Indira had already approved it). 
Then the Ordinance was to be sent to the Cabinet’s Secretariat.
8S� WR� WKDW� WLPH�� WKLV� RUGLQDQFH� SURMHFW�ZDV� NHSW� VHFUHW��%XW�



29

HYHQWXDOO\�WKHUH�FDPH�D�OHDN�IURP�WKH�&DELQHW¶V�6HFUHWDULDW��%\�
24 October 1980, it was known that an ordinance was in prepara-
tion regarding Auroville or the SAS. Immediately, the SAS began 
to strike. Letters were sent to the President of India and a legal 
action was launched in the Calcutta High Court (where the SAS 
had its headquarters).

An ordinance can only be promulgated after being signed by 
the President. Normally, it is directly sent to the President by the 
secretariat of the Cabinet, but in that case, the Cabinet Secretary 
gave the document to Kireet and Indira told him to bring it him-
self to the President. (The president was Mr. N. Sanjeeva Reddy 
who had been elected during the Janata Government and there-
fore was not particularly close to the present Prime Minister.)
.LUHHW�ZHQW�WR�WKH�RI¿FH�RI�WKH�3UHVLGHQW��,W�VR�KDSSHQHG�WKDW�

the secretary of the President was a personal friend of Kireet, 
since they had been together at the school of training for the 
Indian Administration Service (IAS). The secretary told Kireet 
that a number of letters opposing this ordinance project had come 
and the President had read them all.

Kireet told him that the Cabinet had approved the ordinance 
and asked him to kindly give it to the President so that he could 
sign it. It was already November 4th and time was short (when the 
Cabinet approves an ordinance, the President is normally obliged 
to sign. He can return it once to the Cabinet but if the Cabinet 
approves it again, he has to sign it.)
:KHQ� WKH� 6HFUHWDU\� UHWXUQHG� IURP� WKH� 3UHVLGHQW¶V� RI¿FH�� KH�

told Kireet that the President was about to sign when a phone call 
came from the Law Secretary who asked him not do it because 
an injunction had been sent by a judge in the Calcutta High 
Court to forbid the President to sign any ordinance that would 
come regarding Auroville or the SAS. The President was furious 
DQG�VDLG��³:KR�GDUHV�JLYH�RUGHUV�WR�WKH�3UHVLGHQW"�,W�LV�D�FUD]\�
PRYH�´�7KH�/DZ�6HFUHWDU\�UHSOLHG��³<HV��3UHVLGHQW�6LU��,�DJUHH�
with you but it is an order from the Court and in my view, you 
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should not sign.”
The secretary friend of Kireet therefore came back with the 

unsigned ordinance. Kireet immediately went to meet Indiraji to 
explain the problem. Her reaction: “Please go straight away to 
Calcutta and have the injunction removed.” (Kireet remarked 
here that Indira did not waste time into recriminations. She sim-
ply said: have it removed!) 

The next day, on November 5th 1980, Kireet went to Calcutta 
with his personal secretary, Mr. Arora, who had taken with him a 
small portable typing machine that Mother had given to Kireet. 
.LUHHW�PHW�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�DGYRFDWH�ZKR�WROG�KLP��³:H�ZLOO�GR�
the needful on November 17th�´�±�³:K\�QRW� WRPRUURZ"´�DVNHG�
Kireet. The advocate said that they were in the midst of the big 
Calcutta festivals and judicial holidays but not to worry, it would 
be done just after that. Kireet replied it was not acceptable and 
went on explaining why it should be done before November 10th. 
He added: “Please, help me.”
7KH� ODZ\HU� WKHQ� ZHQW� WR� KLV� RI¿FH� DQG� FDOOHG� WKH� MXGJH� LQ�

charge during the legal holidays [who was the very person who 
had written the injunction]. The judge answered that he would 
hear the case on November 17th�DQG�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�WDNH�LW�XS�¿UVW�
thing.

At this moment, Kireet felt as if he was burning and heard an 
LQQHU�YRLFH�VD\LQJ��³<RX�PXVW�VSHDN�WR�WKH�MXGJH�\RXUVHOI�´�+H�
then asked the advocate: “Could you manage so that I speak to 
WKH� MXGJH"´�7KH� DGYRFDWH� ODXJKHG� DQG� VDLG�� ³,PSRVVLEOH�� RQH�
can only speak to him through a lawyer.” Kireet insisted, “Please, 
please.” The lawyer could not resist Kireet’s plea. He went back 
WR�KLV�RI¿FH��FDOOHG�WKH�MXGJH�DQG�WROG�KLP��³6LU��.LUHHW�-RVKL�ZKR�
came from Delhi wants to speak to you.” — “Tell Mr. Kireet Joshi 
I will hear the case today itself at 4.00 pm. I will remove the 
LQMXQFWLRQ��%XW�\RX�PXVW�LQIRUP�WKH�RWKHU�SDUW\�´

It was 10.00 am. For Kireet it sounded like a miracle. He 
started to explain the matter to the Government advocate but 
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the latter interrupted him saying that he was not a constitutional 
advocate. They went and saw seven advocates, each refusing for 
some reason or another. It was nearly 1.00 pm. Kireet asked: “Isn’t 
WKHUH�DQ\�DGYRFDWH�ZKR�FDQ�SOHDG�RXU�FDXVH"´�7KH�*RYHUQPHQW�
advocate answered: “There is one I can recommend, but he is a 
special advocate, he is a convinced communist and he is the gen-
eral advocate of the Calcutta Government. How will he take your 
VWRU\"�,W¶V�DOUHDG\�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�PHHW�KLP�´

Kireet then said: “Let’s try and meet him.” [At this point of his 
report, Kireet remarked that Mother said that perseverance is the 
key to success.]

The advocate brought Kireet to the general advocate, Mr. 
Acharya. Kireet then, in a few minutes, tried to explain the mat-
ter regarding religion. Mr. Acharya said: “Mr. Joshi, you don’t 
need to explain this to me. Durga is speaking through you; I 
accept your cause, I will come at 4.00 pm and have this injunc-
WLRQ�UHPRYHG��+RZ�FDQ�D�MXGJH�EORFN�WKH�3UHVLGHQW"�0\�SOHDGLQJ�
will be one sentence.”

It was then 1.30 pm.
At 4 pm they went to the judge’s house. There were 3 big law-

yers on the side of Society, who spoke about religion: Auroville 
was a religious undertaking, therefore beyond the powers of the 
Government to control. It was Kireet’s wrongful personal cam-
paign against the SAS. In short, the Government cannot enter 
into religious affairs and the problem only arose because of the 
wrongful intent of Mr. Joshi.

Kireet’s lawyer simply said: “About religion and other mat-
WHUV��ZH�VKDOO�VHH�ODWHU�EXW�¿UVW�VKRZ�PH�LQ�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�ZKHUH�
it is said that President’s powers can be restrained by a judge.”
7KH�MXGJH�VDLG��³<RX�DUH�ULJKW��>,W�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�MXGJH�ZKR�

had put the injunction a few days before!!!] I am lifting the 
injunction.” 

Now the judgment had to be written. “Sir, kindly give me the 
written judgment.” The judge answered: “Today I have no typist”. 



��

Mr. Arora, Kireet’s personal secretary, stood up and said: “Sir, I 
can do any typing”. The judge said: “I don’t have a typewriter”. 
So Arora pulled up the typewriter given by the Mother: “Sir, here 
is the typewriter!”

So the judge dictated the judgment, signed it and gave it to the 
ODZ\HU��0U��$FKDU\D�JDYH�LW�WR�.LUHHW�DQG�VDLG��³1RZ�À\�´
.LUHHW�DQG�$URUD�ÀHZ�EDFN��VKRZHG�WKH�MXGJPHQW�WR�WKH�/DZ�

6HFUHWDU\�DQG�KH�JDYH�WKH�FHUWL¿FDWH�IRU�WKH�3UHVLGHQW��,W�ZDV�QRZ�
November 7th.
7KHQ�.LUHHW� ZHQW� WR� WKH� 3UHVLGHQW¶V� KRXVH�� %\� WKLV� WLPH� WKH�

President was much more reluctant. His reply was that the Prime 
Minister should speak to him personally, only then he would sign.

So Kireet’s friend, the president’s secretary, told Kireet: 
“Please make the Prime Minister speak to the President.”

Kireet then went to the PM’s house, only to hear that she was 
in Kerala and her exact whereabouts were not known. Kireet told 
R.K. Dhawan, her personal assistant, to please locate the PM. 
Now it was November 8th. He could only contact the PM by 9th 
morning. She was so kind, she called the President from Kerala. 
Then the President signed.

The President’s secretary sent the document to Kireet on 
November 9th��,W�KDG�QRZ�WR�EH�JD]HWWHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�KDYH�RI¿FLDO�
validity. The Law Secretary sent a special note to the Government 
Press and on the night of November 9 it was printed. And on 
November 10 it was announced. 
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The Auroville case goes to  the Supreme Court

6R�QRZ�RQH�IHHOV�WKDW�HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�¿QH��WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�FRPH��
7KHUH�ZHUH�WZR�RI�WKHP��0U�1LJDP�ZKR�ZDV�D�IRUPHU�MXGJH�RI�
WKH�$OODKDEDG�+LJK�&RXUW� LQ� WKH� VWDWH�RI�8WWDU�3UDGHVK�� D�YHU\�
QLFH� DQG� FKDUPLQJ�PDQ�� \HW� YHU\� VKDUS�ZKHQHYHU� QHHGHG�� DQG�
0U��2MKD�ZKR�ZDV�TXLWH�D�GLIIHUHQW�W\SH�RI�SHUVRQ��3�1��2MKD�ZDV�
FUDIW\�HQRXJK��KDYLQJ�EHHQ�D�SROLFHPDQ��+H�NHSW�VD\LQJ��³,�NQRZ�
DERXW�SHRSOH��KDYLQJ�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�SROLFH��VR�RQH�VKRXOG�QRW�WU\�WR�
WHOO�PH�VWRULHV«´�%XW� WKLV� VRPHZKDW� VWUDQJHO\�DVVRUWHG�FRXSOH�
GLG�ZRUN�TXLWH�ZHOO�LQ�HIIHFW��DV�0U��2MKD�KDG�D�ORW�RI�UHVSHFW�IRU�
-XVWLFH�1LJDP�ZKR�ZDV�VR�HYLGHQWO\�DQ�XSULJKW�JHQWOHPDQ��7KH\�
began the formal process of taking over according to the terms of 
WKH�2UGLQDQFH�

7KH�6$6�ODXQFKHG�DQ�LPPHGLDWH�FRXQWHU�DWWDFN�E\�UHJLVWHULQJ�
D�FDVH�LQ�WKH�+LJK�&RXUW�RI�&DOFXWWD��2QH�FDQ�FRQVLGHU�WKH�ZD\�
WKH\�GLG�LW�DV�D�NLQG�RI�SHUMXU\��DV�WKH\�JDYH�DV�WKH�PDLQ�JURXQG�
for it the fact that Auroville was like a religious denomination 
DQG�WKH�ZULWLQJV�RI�7KH�0RWKHU�DQG�6UL�$XURELQGR�ZHUH�EDVLFDOO\�
UHOLJLRXV��,W�ZDV�TXLWH�D�FRORVVDO�SHUMXU\�EXW�LW�ZDV�LQ�IDFW�WKH�RQO\�
WKLQJ�WKH\�FRXOG�GR�WR�ZLQ�WKH�FDVH��:K\"�%HFDXVH�LI�$XURYLOOH�
ZHUH� WR�EH�UHFRJQL]HG�E\� WKH�&RXUW�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�UHOLJLRXV�� WKH�
Government of India had no right to interfere.

6R�D�FRXUW�FDVH�ZDV�ODXQFKHG�E\�WKH�6$6�LQ�&DOFXWWD��$V�\RX�
PD\�NQRZ��LQ�,QGLD��FRXUW�FDVHV�FDQ�ODVW�YHU\�ORQJ��WKHUH�DUH�FDVHV�
ZKLFK�KDYH�VWDUWHG�LQ�WKH���th�FHQWXU\�ZKLFK�DUH�QRW�\HW�FRQFOXGHG��
7KHUHIRUH�WKH�6$6�FDVH�DW�&DOFXWWD�FRXOG�KDYH�UHPDLQHG�WKHUH�IRU�
VHYHUDO�\HDUV�DQG�WKHQ�JR�WR�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�DQG�DJDLQ�ZDLW�IRU�
VHYHUDO�\HDUV�DV�LW�LV�RIWHQ�D�YHU\�ORQJ�SURFHVV�WKHUH��%XW�VRPH-
WKLQJ�TXLWH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KDSSHQHG��WKH�FDVH�FDPH�YHU\�TXLFNO\�
EHIRUH�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW��7KH\�WRRN�LW�YHU\�VHULRXVO\��IRUPLQJ�
D�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�EHQFK�RI�¿YH�MXGJHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�&KLHI�-XVWLFH�
as it was seen as a constitutional case. And, quite soon, the case 
begun. 
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You have to understand the situation: Kireet Joshi, who was 
in charge of the Auroville case, had also to deal with his work 
DV�D�KLJK�IXQFWLRQDU\� LQ� WKH�(GXFDWLRQ�0LQLVWU\��D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�
charge. Yet he had to manage the Auroville case, which was also 
YHU\�GHPDQGLQJ��,W�LV�DW�WKDW�PRPHQW�WKDW�6DQMHHY�DSSHDUHG��KH�
ZDV�D� ODZ\HU�DW� WKH�'HOKL�+LJK�&RXUW�DQG��KDYLQJ�KHDUG�RI� WKH�
Auroville case, he came to Kireetbhai to offer his help�. 

'HDOLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� 6XSUHPH� FRXUW� FDVH� SURYHG� WR� EH� YHU\�
H[KDXVWLQJ��7KH�6$6�KDG�TXLWH�D�ORW�RI�PRQH\�DQG�WKH\�KLUHG�RQH�
RI�WKH�EHVW��ODZ\HUV�RI�,QGLD��6ROL�6RUDEMHH�±�ZKR�ODWHU�EHFDPH�
$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�RI�,QGLD�DQG�ZKR��VWLOO�WRGD\��ZULWHV�D�FROXPQ�
HYHU\�6XQGD\�LQ�WKH�,QGLDQ�([SUHVV��+H�LV�NQRZQ�WR�EH�D�JRRG�
XSULJKW�SHUVRQ��,Q�WKLV�6$6�FDVH��KH�SOHDGHG�UHPDUNDEO\�ZHOO��,�
remember Frederick – who was often in Delhi for the case – tell-
ing me : “At a certain moment, we both went out of the Supreme 
Court building and I saw Kireet turn towards me and in his glance 
I could see that we both felt the same, that the case was going 
YHU\�EDGO\�IRU�XV�´�6ROL�6RUDEMHH�KDG�PDGH�D�EULOOLDQW�VXEPLVVLRQ�
DQG�WKH\�IHOW�WKDW�WKH�MXGJHV�KDG�EHHQ�SRZHUIXOO\�LPSUHVVHG�

7KDQNV�WR�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�-�5�'��7DWD��WKH�JUHDW�OHJHQGDU\�,QGLDQ�
LQGXVWULDOLVW��ZKR� KDG� DOUHDG\� SURYHG� WR� EH� D� JUHDW� VXSSRUWHU� RI�
$XURYLOOH��ZH�FRXOG�JHW�)DOL�1DULPDQ��D�YHU\�QRWHG�ODZ\HU��WR�ZRUN�
RQ�RXU�VLGH��%XW��QHYHUWKHOHVV��ZKHQ�LW�LV�D�*RYHUQHPHQW�FDVH��WKH�
PDLQ� ODZ\HU� LV� D� JRYHUQPHQW� DGYRFDWH��7KH� JRYHUQPHQW� ODZ\HU�
ZDV�D�0U��3DUDVDUDQ�ZKR�GLG�QRW� VHHP� WR�XQGHUVWDQG�PXFK�DQG�
.LUHHW� DQG� RWKHUV� IHOW� TXLWH� FRQFHUQHG��+H� FOHDUO\� GLG� QRW�PDNH�
the grade in front of Soli Sorabjee. It got to the point where, the 
GD\��EHIRUH�3DUDVDUDQ�ZDV�GXH�WR�DSSHDU�DQG�SOHDG�RXU�FDVH��GXU-
LQJ�WKH�QLJKW��DV�.LUHHW�WROG�PH�ODWHU��KH�SUD\HG�WR�7KH�0RWKHU�LQ�
�DSSUR[LPDWHO\��WKH�IROORZLQJ�WHUPV��³,�GR�QRW�NQRZ�ZKDW�LV�\RXU�
will in this case, but things don’t seem to be going too well. I have 

�� �6DQMHHY�$JJDUZDO�� D�'HOKL� ODZ\HU� DQG� IXWXUH�$XURYLOLDQ��KDG�FRPH� WR�YLVLW� WKH�
$XURYLOOH�7RGD\� H[KLELWLRQ� LQ�'HOKL� LQ� )HEUXDU\� ������ ,W�ZDV� KLV� ¿UVW� FRQWDFW�ZLWK�
Auroville.
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a feeling that something decisive should be told to these judges 
VR� WKDW� WKH\�PD\�XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�
\RJD�´�7KDW�ZDV�LQGHHG�WKH�FUX[�RI�WKH�PDWWHU�LQ�WKLV�FDVH��KRZ�WR�
make the difference between Religion and Yoga. 

Kireet then went to sleep and, as he recalled later, he had a 
dream in which he saw a kind of parchment on which a formula 
ZDV�ZULWWHQ��7KH�GUHDP�ZDV�VR�VWURQJ�DQG�VR�SUHFLVH�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�
remember the formula in the morning and write it down. When he 
met Parasaran before his submission to the court, he told him that 
LW�ZDV�FUXFLDO�WKDW�KH�VKRXOG�YHU\�SUHFLVHO\�DQG�FOHDUO\�SURQRXQFH�
these words during the course of his pleading:

Philosophy, religion and yoga – all aim at God, but the 
method of philosophy is that of ratiocination; the method 
of religion is creedal belief, rituals and ceremonies; and 
the method of yoga is to arrive at change of consciousness 
through change of consciousness.

Kireet later said that when Parasaran did give that formula he 
KHDUG�WKH�&KLHI�-XVWLFH�VD\��³7KDW¶V�LW�´�)URP�WKDW�FUXFLDO�PRPHQW��
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�FKDQJHG��WKLQJV�PRYHG�LQ�D�PRUH�SRVLWLYH�ZD\�

%XW� ±� DJDLQ� D� ³EXW´� ±� LQ�2FWREHU� ������ OHVV� WKDQ� WZR�\HDUV�
after the promulgation of the Auroville ordinance, Kireet learned 
that Indira Gandhi had decided not to seek the prolongation of the 
Auroville takeover. Prolongations of the Act had to be sanctioned 
E\�WKH�3DUOLDPHQW�HYHU\�WZR�\HDUV�DV�LW�ZDV�D�ODZ�RI�WHPSRUDU\�
QDWXUH��,W�ZDV�D�PHUH�IRUPDOLW\�EXW�LW�KDG�WR�EH�GRQH��:KHQ�.LUHHW�
DVNHG�WKH�UHDVRQ��KH�ZDV�WROG�E\�RQH�RI�KHU�FORVHVW�DGYLVRUV�WKDW�
RWKHU�DGYLVRUV�KDG�WROG�WKH�30�WKDW�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�
lose the Auroville case in the Supreme Court and she wanted to 
avoid the embarrassment of one more lost case.

$W�WKDW�SRLQW��.LUHHW�ZDV�DEOH�WR�FRQYLQFH�WKLV�YHU\�VHQLRU�DGYL-
VRU�WR�JR�WR�WKH�30�DQG�WHOO�KHU�WKDW�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�ZDV�VXUHO\�
going to win the Auroville case. As Indira Gandhi had a special 
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respect for that person, she believed him and gave her consent to 
seek the renewal of the takeover in the Parliament.

How could Kireet be so certain? It is because, meanwhile, 
he had become quite close to the Chief Justice, who, at one 
SRLQW�� PDGH� KLP� TXLWH� DQ� H[WUDRUGLQDU\� SURSRVDO�� WKDW� .LUHHW�
KLPVHOI�VKRXOG�VHFUHWO\�ZULWH�WKH�EDVLF�DUJXPHQW�LQ�IDYRU�RI�WKH�
Government takeover of Auroville, which could be used in the 
¿QDO�OHJDO�GRFXPHQW��.LUHHW�GLG�LW�DQG�WROG�PH�ODWHU�WKDW�PRVW�RI�
what he had written had been retained. It is how he knew for sure 
what was going to happen.

It shows once more how things tend to move for Auroville, at 
DOO�WLPHV�SRLVHG�YHU\�GHOLFDWHO\�EHWZHHQ�YLFWRU\�DQG�GHIHDW��

,QGHHG� RQ�1RYHPEHU� ��� ������ WKH� GHFLVLRQ� RI� WKH� 6XSUHPH�
&RXUW�ZDV� JLYHQ��2XW� RI� �� MXGJHV�� �� VDLG� WKDW� 6UL�$XURELQGR¶V�
ZULWLQJV�ZHUH�QRW�UHOLJLRQ��7KH��th one, who wrote a dissenting 
MXGJPHQW��ZURWH�WKDW�KH�IHOW�WKDW�LW�ZDV�UDWKHU�UHOLJLRXV��%XW��RQ�
the other hand, he said that, after all that had been heard about 
WKH�PLVPDQDJHPHQW� RI�$XURYLOOH� E\� WKH� 6$6�� KH� IHOW�� OLNH� KLV�
HVWHHPHG� FROOHDJXHV�� WKDW� WKH� WHPSRUDU\� *RYHUQPHQW� WDNHRYHU�
ZDV�MXVWL¿HG��6R�LW�ZDV�QHDUO\�XQDQLPRXV�EXW�IRU�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�
about the religion aspect.

What is a little sad is that in the Ashram – some people will 
QRW� OLNH�P\� VD\LQJ� VR� ±� WKHUH�ZDV� QR� RI¿FLDO� SURWHVW��ZLWK� WKH�
H[FHSWLRQ�RI�RQH�TXLWH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�$VKUDPLWH��$�%��3DWHO��6RPH�
$VKUDPLWHV�GLG�VD\�WKDW�LW�ZDV�VFDQGDORXV�WKDW�WKH�$VKUDP�OHDGHUV�
let the SAS take that position about Sri Aurobindo and religion. 
2QH�RI�WKH�WUXVWHHV�RI�WKH�$VKUDP�FRPPHQWHG�WKDW�WKH�6$6�GLG�
ZKDWHYHU�WKH\�KDG�WR�GR�WR�KDYH�D�FKDQFH�WR�ZLQ�WKH�FDVH��

6R� WKH� WDNHRYHU� FRXOG� VWDUW� DJDLQ�� %XW� WKLV� ZDV� VRPHWLPHV�
GLI¿FXOW� DV� WKHUH�ZHUH� TXLWH� D� ELW� RI� UHVLVWDQFH� KHUH� DQG� WKHUH��
1HYHUWKHOHVV�� SURJUHVVLYHO\�� WKH� WRWDOLW\� RI� WKH� 6$6� SURSHUWLHV�
came under control and were given to Aurovilians to manage 
under the supervision of the administrators.
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6HDUFK�IRU�D�SHUPDQHQW�VROXWLRQ�DQG�UHFXUUHQW�GLI¿FXOWLHV

7KH�SUREOHP�VWLOO�ORRPLQJ�ODUJH�ZDV�WKH�WHPSRUDU\�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�
WDNHRYHU�DQG�WKH�QHHG�WR�¿QG�D�SHUPDQHQW�VROXWLRQ��,PPHGLDWHO\�
WKHUHIRUH��IURP������RQZDUGV��LW�EHFDPH�D�ELJ�SUHRFFXSDWLRQ�IRU�
.LUHHW��,�UHPHPEHU�WKDQ��GXULQJ�D�WULS�WKDW�,�GLG�WR�)UDQFH�HDUO\�
������,�FDPH�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�.LUHHW�ZDV�LQ�*HQHYD�IRU�D�81(6&2�
conference. I called him and he asked me if I could come, as he 
was having quite a bit of free time during this conference and he 
felt we could work together on a draft solution for Auroville. I did 
JR�DQG�VSHQW���YHU\�QLFH�GD\V�ZLWK�KLP�WU\LQJ�WR�ORRN�LQWR�D�SRV-
VLEOH�SHUPDQHQW� IUDPHZRUN�IRU�$XURYLOOH��.LUHHW�ZDV� WKH� W\SLVW�
±�ZH�KDG�ERUURZHG�D�W\SLQJ�PDFKLQH�±��DQG�ZH�GLG�SUHSDUH�D�VRUW�
of draft. I don’t know how much of what we thought about then 
FDPH�LQ�WKH�¿QDO�IUDPHZRUN��SUREDEO\�QRW�WKDW�PXFK��EXW�LW�LV�MXVW�
WR�VD\�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�FRQWLQXLQJ�HIIRUW��SDUWLFXODUO\�RQ�.LUHHW¶V�
VLGH��WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�WKDW�VXEMHFW�

)URP������WR�������QRWKLQJ�PXFK�KDSSHQHG�UHJDUGLQJ�VWHSV�
WRZDUGV� D� SHUPDQHQW� VROXWLRQ�� ,Q� ������ WKH� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH�
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$GYLVRU\� &RXQFLO� ±� WKH� FRXQFLO� ZKLFK� KDG� EHHQ�
HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHPSRUDU\�WDNHRYHU�RI�$XURYLOOH�±�
FDPH� WR�$XURYLOOH��7KH\�ZHUH�KLJK�OHYHO�SHRSOH�� WKHUH�ZDV� WKH�
0LQLVWHU�RI�([WHUQDO�$IIDLUV��0U��3�9��1DUDVLPKD�5DR��WKH�GLUHFWRU�
JHQHUDO�RI�81(6&2��0U�0¶%RZ��DQG�WKH�PRVW�HPLQHQW�FDSWDLQ�
RI�LQGXVWU\�LQ�,QGLD��0U��-�5�'��7DWD���0UV�/\XGPLOD�=KLYNRYD��
PLQLVWHU�RI�&XOWXUH� LQ�KHU�FRXQWU\��%XOJDULD��D�YHU\� UHPDUNDEOH�
ZRPDQ��KDG�DOVR�EHHQ�D�PHPEHU�EXW��XQIRUWXQDWHO\��KDG�GLHG�SUH-
PDWXUHO\�LQ�WKH�HDUO\���V���.LUHHW�ZDV�WKH�0HPEHU�VHFUHWDU\�RI�
the Council.

7KH�WKUHH�PHPEHUV�FDPH�WR�$XURYLOOH�ZLWK�.LUHHW�LQ������WR�
discuss about the steps to be taken to solve the Auroville problem. 
7KH�RXWFRPH�RI�WKHLU�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�WKDW�WKH\�GHFLGHG�WR�UHTXHVW�WKH�
Government of India to pass an Auroville Foundation Act – this is 
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when the name was decided upon.
,Q�������DQ�DWPRVSKHUH�RI�VNHSWLFLVP�DQG�GRXEW�DERXW�$XURYLOOH�

ZDV� JURZLQJ�� SDUWLFXODUO\� LQ� 'HOKL��:K\"� 7KH� 6$6� ZDV� YHU\�
DFWLYH��2I�FRXUVH��WKH\�GLG�QRW�DEDQGRQ�WKH�VWUXJJOH�DQG�WKH\�KDG�
ORWV�RI�FRQWDFWV� LQ� ,QGLD��7KH\�KDG�PDQ\�$XURELQGR�FHQWHUV�DOO�
RYHU�,QGLD�DQG�TXLWH�D�IHZ�03V�DQG�PLQLVWHUV�ZHUH�WKHLU�IULHQGV��

2FWREHU� ����� EURXJKW� D� QHZ� VKRFN�� 1DUDVLPKD� 5DR�� WKH�
PLQLVWHU� DQG� FKDLUPDQ� RI� WKH�$XURYLOOH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$GYLVRU\�
Council, told Kireet that he was not convinced that the takeover 
law should be again renewed: “We have tried to see if these peo-
ple could manage to live together but neither the Aurovilians nor 
WKH�6$6�SHRSOH�DUH�UHDG\�IRU�WKDW��,W�LV�UHDOO\�WLULQJ��ZK\�VKRXOG�
ZH�FRQWLQXH��ZK\�VKRXOG�ZH�ERWKHU�ZLWK�WKLV"�,�DP�QRW�VXUH�WKDW�
ZH�RXJKW�WR�UHQHZ�WKH�WDNHRYHU�´�,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�DWWDFN�
E\�VRPH�03V�±�QR�GRXEW�SURPSWHG�E\�WKH�6$6�±�FDVWLQJ�GRXEWV�
DERXW�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�WKH�UHQHZDO��

Kireet had asked Frederick to come to Delhi, as the situation 
ZDV�EHFRPLQJ�YHU\�FULWLFDO��WR�WKH�SRLQW�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�UHDO�IHDU�
WKDW�WKH�ODZ�ZLOO�ODSVH�WKURXJK�ODFN�RI�SDUOLDPHQWDU\�DSSURYDO�LQ�
time. In such case, it would be like a collapse, the SAS would 
UHFRYHU�HYHU\WKLQJ�

)LQDOO\��VRPHWLPH�ODWHU��1DUDVLPKD�5DR�VDLG�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH��
“As these people are not able to come to terms, we shall create a 
governing board composed of independent people, neither SAS or 
$XURYLOLDQV�´�7KLV�LGHD�RI�1DUDVLPKD�5DR�ZDV�LQ�IDFW�DQ�LPSRU-
tant element in the solution. Kireet felt it was like a breakthrough. 

6R� .LUHHW� ZDV� DXWKRUL]HG� WR� SUHSDUH� WKH� QHFHVVDU\� RI¿FLDO�
SDSHUV� DQG� WKH� UHQHZDO� RI� WKH� WDNHRYHU� GLG� KDSSHQ�� %XW� WKH�
0LQLVWHU�ZDV�TXLWH�VWURQJO\�TXHVWLRQHG�E\�VRPH�03V�ZKR�VDLG�
WKDW�WKH�ODZ�RI�WDNHRYHU�ZDV�VXSSRVHG�WR�ODVW���\HDUV��³1RZ�LW�LV�
DOUHDG\�VHYHQ�\HDUV�DQG�LW�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�DW�OHDVW�WZR�\HDUV�IXUWKHU��
:KHQ�ZLOO�LW�HYHU�HQG�LI�\RX�FRQWLQXH�WR�UHQHZ�DJDLQ�DQG�DJDLQ"´�
7R�WKDW�WKH�0LQLVWHU�DQVZHUHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�VROXWLRQ�LQ�SUHSDUD-
tion and he could give the assurance that it would be acted upon 
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LQ�D�PDWWHU�RI�PRQWKV��PD\EH�HYHQ�RI�ZHHNV��7KHUH�ZDV�D�YHU\�
strong pressure. 

$�GLI¿FXOW�SUREOHP�¿QGV�D�VROXWLRQ

Another thing had happened meanwhile. I have spoken of this 
0U�� 3DUDVDUDQ� ZKR� ZDV� WKH� ODZ\HU� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� WKH� JRYHUQ-
ment in the Auroville case and whose understanding was felt to 
EH� UDWKHU� OLPLWHG��$IWHUZDUGV� KH� KDG�EHFRPH�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�
DQG�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�TXHVWLRQ�IRU�$XURYLOOH�ZDV�SXW�WR�KLP��7KLV�
YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�TXHVWLRQ�ZDV�DERXW�WKH�$XURYLOOH�SURSHUWLHV��,I�WKH�
Government was to pass a law which would take the SAS out 
RI�$XURYLOOH�� WKHUH�ZDV� WKH� TXHVWLRQ� RI� ¿QDQFLDO� FRPSHQVDWLRQ�
DV�WKH�$XURYLOOH�SURSHUWLHV�ZHUH�OHJDOO\�6$6�SURSHUWLHV��,W�ZDV�D�
GLI¿FXOW�SUREOHP�EHFDXVH�WKH�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�OHYHO�ZDV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�
YHU\�KLJK�DQG�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�KDG�QR�IXQGV�IRU�VXFK�SD\PHQW��,Q�
DGGLWLRQ��LW�ZDV�IHOW�PRUDOO\�XQMXVWL¿HG�WR�SD\�WKH�6$6�IRU�SURSHU-
WLHV�WKH\�KDG�PRVWO\�DFTXLUHG�ZLWK�IXQGV�FRPLQJ�IURP�GRQDWLRQV�
for Auroville, often obtained thanks to the generous tax exemp-
WLRQV�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�$XURYLOOH�SURMHFW��,W�ZRXOG�EH�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�
MXVWLI\�VXFK�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�DW�WKH�SROLWLFDO�OHYHO�DQG�LW�ZRXOG�DOVR�
EH�JLYLQJ�WR�WKH�6$6�ORWV�RI�IXQGV�ZKLFK�WKH\�FRXOG�HYHQWXDOO\�
use in their struggle to recover Auroville. 

7KRVH�ZHUH�WKH�FRQFHUQV��$W�RQH�SRLQW��WKH�6$6�KDG�VDLG�WKDW��
VXEMHFW� WR�FHUWDLQ�FRQGLWLRQV�� WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�SUHSDUHG� WR�GRQDWH�
WKH� SURSHUWLHV�� EXW� WKH� /DZ�PLQLVWU\� KDG� UXOHG� WKLV� SRVVLELOLW\�
RXW��VWDWLQJ�WKDW�QRWKLQJ�VKRUW�RI�DFTXLVLWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�OHJDOO\�WHQ-
DEOH��$W� WKH� WLPH�� LW�ZDV�HVWLPDWHG� WKDW� WKH�DPRXQW�RI�¿QDQFLDO�
compensation would be two crores of rupees, a considerable sum 
WKHQ�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�SROLWLFDOO\�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�IRU�DQ\�JRYHUQPHQW�
WR� MXVWLI\�SD\LQJ� IRU�$XURYLOOH��HYHQ�DVVXPLQJ� WKDW� LW�ZRXOG�EH�
SUHSDUHG�WR�GR�VR��ZKLFK�ZDV�UDWKHU�XQOLNHO\��6R�LW�ZDV�UHDOO\�D�
PDMRU�SUREOHP��7KH�PLQLVWHU�LQ�FKDUJH��1DUDVLPKD�5DR��GHFLGHG�
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WR�SODFH�LW�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�FRPSHWHQW�DXWKRULW\�LQ�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�
7KH� FRPSHWHQW� DXWKRULW\� ZDV� QR� RQH� HOVH� WKDQ� RXU� IULHQG�

3DUDVDUDQ��ZKR�KDG�PHDQZKLOH�EHFRPH�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO��1RZ��
WR�WKH�KDSS\�VXUSULVH�RI�.LUHHW��KH�JDYH�D�FOHDU�RSLQLRQ�LQ�IDYRU�RI�
$XURYLOOH�ZKLFK�ZDV�URXJKO\�VD\LQJ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

As we [the Government] are going to take the lands and 
properties of Auroville to continue the same project, there is 
no need to pay any compensation. If the SAS goes to court 
and the court decides that it should be compensated, then 
the Government will pay.

:KDW�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW�LV�WKDW�WKH�RSLQLRQ�RI�WKH�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�
LV�VWDWXWRULO\�VXFK�WKDW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�LV�FRPSHOOHG�WR�DFFHSW�LW��
.LUHHW� ZDV� YHU\� KDSS\� DV� LW� ZDV� VROYLQJ� D�PDMRU� SUREOHP� IRU�
ZKLFK�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�REYLRXV�VROXWLRQ��7KDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ������DQG�
it was a good thing.

Several bad news  

 7KH�¿UVW�EDG�QHZV��7RZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI������WKH�$XURYLOOH�¿OH�
ZDV� WDNHQ� RXW� RI� .LUHHW¶V� KDQGV�� 7KHUH� KDG� EHHQ� D� VXVWDLQHG�
FDPSDLJQ� DJDLQVW� KLP� FRQGXFWHG� PRVWO\� E\� WKH� 6$6� EXW� DOVR�
E\� VRPH�$XURYLOLDQV�� LQGLYLGXDOO\�� RU� DV� SDUW� RI� D� VPDOO� JURXS�
RI�$XURYLOLDQV�FDOOLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�³1HXWUDOV´��ZKR�IHOW�DOLHQDWHG�
IURP�WKH�OLQH�WDNHQ�E\�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�$XURYLOLDQV��6R�DOO� WKHVH�
people were sending letters of complaints. 

7KH�SUREOHP�LQ�VXFK�VLWXDWLRQV�RI�VHYHUH�FRQÀLFW�LV�WKDW�SHRSOH�
ZKR�IHHO�XQKDSS\�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�ZULWH�OHWWHUV�RI�FRPSODLQWV��
7KRVH�ZKR�DUH�VDWLV¿HG��HYHQ�LI�WKH\�DUH�LQ�ODUJHU�QXPEHU��PD\�
QRW� WKLQN�RI�ZULWLQJ� WR�H[SUHVV�VXSSRUW��7KH�UHVXOW�ZDV� WKDW� WKH�
0LQLVWHU��1DUDVLPKD�5DR��KDG�D�WKLFN�¿OH�RI�OHWWHUV�³DJDLQVW´�DQG�
D�YHU\�WKLQ�¿OH�RI�VXSSRUWLYH�OHWWHUV�
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.LUHHW� ZDV� YHU\� FRQVFLRXV� RI� WKH� SUHVVXUH� RQ� WKH� 0LQLVWHU��
Sometime before, he had an inner experience in which there was 
an insistence on renunciation, including on his direct responsibili-
WLHV�IRU�$XURYLOOH�DIIDLUV��6R�KH�WROG�WKH�0LQLVWHU�WKDW�KH�NQHZ�KRZ�
much pressure there was on him, that he was prepared to accept the 
$XURYLOOH�¿OH�EHLQJ�WDNHQ�RXW�RI�KLV�KDQGV��7KH�0LQLVWHU�ZDV�REYL-
RXVO\�YHU\�UHOLHYHG�DQG�WROG�.LUHHW��³1R�RQH�NQRZV�WKH�$XURYLOOH�
DIIDLUV�DV�PXFK�DV�\RX�GR��VR�\RX�PXVW� UHPDLQ� LQ�FKDUJH�HYHQ� LI�
RI¿FLDOO\�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�¿OH�LV�JLYHQ�WR�VRPHRQH�HOVH�´

1HYHUWKHOHVV�� LQ� SUDFWLFH�� .LUHHW� ORVW� WKH�$XURYLOOH� ¿OH��:H�
VKDOO�VHH�ODWHU�WKDW�9HHUD�5DJKDYDQ��WKH�KLJK�IXQFWLRQDU\�ZKR�JRW�
WKH�¿OH��FDPH�UDSLGO\�XQGHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�6$6��D�IDFW�ZKLFK�
did create a lot of problems.

7KH�RWKHU�EDG�QHZV�ZDV�WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�UHSHDWHG�XQMXVW�DWWDFNV�
DJDLQVW�-XVWLFH�1LJDP��WKH�$XURYLOOH�DGPLQLVWUDWRU��7KLV�UHVXOWHG�
LQ�KLV�FRQWUDFW�QRW�EHLQJ�UHQHZHG�E\�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RQ�0DUFK�
��st�������7KH�EORZ�ZDV�PLWLJDWHG�E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�QHZ�DGPLQ-
LVWUDWRU�ZDV�%DOGHY�0DKDMDQ��ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�D�YHU\�FORVH�FROODER-
rator of Kireet. 

7KH� VDPH� %DOGHY� 0DKDMDQ� FDPH� WR� $XURYLOOH� LQ� KLV� QHZ�
FDSDFLW\�DV�$XURYLOOH�DGPLQLVWUDWRU�LQ�$SULO�RU�0D\������DQG�VDLG�
WR�TXLWH�D�IHZ�$XURYLOLDQV�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH��³$UH�\RX�VOHHSLQJ�RU�
ZKDW"�7KH�VLWXDWLRQ�LV�YHU\�FULWLFDO��WKHUH�LV�KDUGO\�DQ\�WLPH�OHIW��
:H�KDYH�WR�¿QG�D�VROXWLRQ�DV�LW�LV�QRW�DW�DOO�FHUWDLQ�WKDW�WKH�WDNHR-
YHU�ODZ�FDQ�EH�UHQHZHG�RQFH�PRUH��:KDW�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ"�,�KDYH�
VOHHSOHVV�QLJKWV�DERXW�LW�DQG�\RX"�$UH�\RX�MXVW�VOHHSLQJ"´

Several Aurovilians went to Delhi but things were not moving. 
$W�DERXW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��D�7DVN�)RUFH�ZDV�FRQVWLWXWHG�LQ�$XURYLOOH�
WR�ZRUN� RQ� WKLV� SUREOHP�ZLWK�.LUHHW�� ,Q� WKLV�7DVN�)RUFH�� WKHUH�
ZHUH�)UHGHULFN��.ULVKQD�7HZDUL�DQG�P\VHOI��,�GRQ¶W�UHPHPEHU�WKH�
RWKHUV��2XU�PLVVLRQ�ZDV�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�$XURYLOLDQV�DQG�.LUHHW�
WR�¿QG�D�VROXWLRQ�

,Q�$SULO������� WKHUH�ZDV�D�YHU\� VWUDQJH�PHHWLQJ� LQ�&KHQQDL�
�WKHQ�0DGUDV��LQ�ZKLFK�1DUDVLPKD�5DR��ZKR�ZDV�ERWK�WKH�0LQLVWHU�
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in charge of Auroville and the chairman of the International 
$GYLVRU\� &RXQFLO�� UHTXHVWHG� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� RI� $XURYLOOH� DQG�
representatives of the SAS to come to a posh hotel for a meeting. 
,W�ZDV�TXLWH�VWUDQJH�DQG�UDWKHU�IXQQ\�DV�LW�ZDV�QRW�UHDOO\�D�PHHWLQJ�
ZLWK�$XURYLOOH�RQ�RQH�VLGH�DQG�WKH�6$6�RQ�WKH�RWKHU��WKH�0LQLVWHU�
ZDV� UHFHLYLQJ� WKH�SDUWLHV�VHSDUDWHO\�DQG� WKHQ�FRQYH\HG� WR�HDFK�
SDUW\�WKH�FRPPHQWV�RI�WKH�RWKHU��,W�ZDV�D�UDWKHU�VXUUHDO�VFHQH�DQG�
I suspect that he went through that strange exercise to be able to 
WHOO�3DUOLDPHQW�WKDW�KH�SHUVRQDOO\�GLG�WU\�LQ�YDLQ�WR�¿QG�D�ZD\�RI�
FRQFLOLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SDUWLHV�LQ�WKH�$XURYLOOH�FRQÀLFW��

7KH�$XURYLOLDQV� WRRN� WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� WHOO�1DUDVLPKD�5DR�
WKDW�WKH\�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�EH�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�
of the proposed Foundation but also that it should be composed 
RI�LQGHSHQGHQW�SHUVRQDOLWLHV��$�OHWWHU�ZDV�VHQW�WR�'HOKL�WR�FRQ¿UP�
the Aurovilian view that there should be neither Aurovilians nor 
6$6�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�LQ�WKH�SURSRVHG�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�

$OVR�LQ�$SULO�������9HHUD�5KDJDYDQ��WKH�KLJK�IXQFWLRQDU\�ZKR�
ZDV�QRZ�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�WKH�$XURYLOOH�¿OH�LQVWHDG�RI�.LUHHW��KDG�EHHQ�
told that the Government had decided to have a Law for Auroville 
DQG� WKDW� KH� VKRXOG� SUHSDUH� D� GUDIW� %LOO�� )RU� XQNQRZQ� UHDVRQV��
Veera Raghavan did nothing. As nothing was happening, Kireet 
UHTXHVWHG�WKDW�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�7DVN�)RUFH�VKRXOG�FRPH�WR�'HOKL�
WR�WU\�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�

Three remarkable weeks in Delhi
Birth of  the Auroville Foundation Act

6R�¿QDOO\��,�DP�QRZ�FRPLQJ�WR�WKH�PDLQ�WRSLF�RI�WKLV�FRQIHUHQFH��
WKH�DFWXDO�PDNLQJ�RI� WKH�$XURYLOOH�)RXQGDWLRQ�$FW��2Q�$XJXVW�
����������)UHGHULFN��.ULVKQD�DQG�P\VHOI�UHDFKHG�'HOKL��,W�ZDV�WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ�RI� WKUHH�TXLWH� H[WUDRUGLQDU\�ZHHNV�GXULQJ�ZKLFK� WKH�
$XURYLOOH�$FW��\HW�XQZULWWHQ��ZLOO�EH�HODERUDWHG��YHWWHG�E\�VHY-
HUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�DXWKRULWLHV�DQG�¿QDOO\�YRWHG�E\�ERWK�+RXVHV�RI�
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Parliament, with, in between, numerous occasions where we had 
WR�¿QG�ZD\V�WR�LQWHUYHQH�WR�DYRLG�SRWHQWLDO�GLVDVWHUV��

7KH�GD\�DIWHU�RXU�DUULYDO��RQ�$XJXVW�����ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�PHHW�
WKH� WKHQ� 3ULPH�0LQLVWHU� 5DMLY�*DQGKL��:H�PHW� KLP� WKURXJK� D�
group reception in the garden of his residence, something he was 
doing three times a week to be able to receive more people in a 
UHODWLYHO\�VKRUW�WLPH��:H�JRW�WKLV�DSSRLQWPHQW��ZKLFK�ZDV�VWLOO�QRW�
VR�HDV\�WR�JHW�DV�VR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�ZDQWHG�WR�PHHW�KLP��WKDQNV�WR�
0DQL�6KDQNDU�$L\DU��D�JUHDW�IULHQG�RI�$VWHU�ZKR�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�
WKH�30¶V�RI¿FH��6R�ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�VWDQG�LQ�D�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�ELJ�
JDUGHQ�LQ�WKH�30¶V�UHVLGHQFH��

When we saw Rajiv Gandhi, we told him that we were aware 
that the Government had decided to make a law for Auroville and 
that we were concerned that our adversaries, the SAS, who were 
TXLWH�SRZHUIXO�DQG�LQÀXHQWLDO��ZLWK�FRQWDFWV�HYHU\ZKHUH�LQ�,QGLD��
ZRXOG� WU\� WR�SHUYHUW�ZKDWHYHU�JRRG�SODQV�ZHUH� LQWHQGHG��5DMLY�
*DQGKL�WKHQ�WROG�XV�WKDW�LI�ZH�ZHUH�WR�¿QG�RXW�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�
problem, we should inform him. What was interesting is that he 
OHIW�XV�WKHQ�FDPH�EDFN�WR�UHSHDW�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�WHOO�KLP�DERXW�DQ\�
problem cropping up in relation to this Government project for 
$XURYLOOH��,W�VKRZHG�WKDW�KH�UHDOO\�PHDQW�ZKDW�KH�VDLG�EXW��DV�ZH�
VDZ�ODWHU��LW�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�VR�HDV\�LQ�SUDFWLFH�WR�¿QG�D�ZD\�WR�DOHUW�
WKH�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU��

Surprising request for a draft bill

2Q�0RQGD\�$XJXVW���th��%DOGHY�0DKDMDQ��WKH�$XURYLOOH�DGPLQ-
istrator, who was now working under Veera Raghavan, the high 
IXQFWLRQDU\�QRZ�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�WKH�$XURYLOOH�¿OH��FDOOHG�XV�WR�WHOO�
XV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�WKH�IROORZLQJ��³�7KHUH�LV�D�QHHG�IRU�D�GUDIW�RI�DQ�
$XURYLOOH�ELOO��,W�LV�DOUHDG\�WKUHH�PRQWKV�VLQFH�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�KDV�
GHFLGHG�WKDW�VXFK�D�GUDIW�VKRXOG�EH�SUHSDUHG��%XW�9HHUD�5DJKDYDQ�
has done nothing and now he is asking me to prepare it. So now I 
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DP�DVNLQJ�\RX�WR�SURYLGH�PH�ZLWK�D�GUDIW�´
:H�VDLG���³2.��EXW�ZKHQ�GR�\RX�QHHG�LW"´²�³,Q�WZR�GD\V���´�
:H�ZHQW�RXW�TXLWH�ÀDEEHUJDVWHG��ZRQGHULQJ�ZKDW�WR�GR��LI�ZH�

should call some people from Auroville, like Sanjeev, who had 
some legal knowledge, to work out something. We went back to 
.LUHHW¶V�UHVLGHQFH�DW�7DONDWRUD�5RDG�DQG�ZH�WROG�KLP��³:H�KDYH�
MXVW� VHHQ�0DKDMDQ� DQG�KH� WROG�XV� WKDW� KH�QHHGV� D� GUDIW� ELOO� IRU�
$XURYLOOH�LQ�MXVW�WZR�GD\V�´

.LUHHW¶V�UHDFWLRQ�ZDV�W\SLFDO�RI�KLV�FDOP�GHPHDQRU��+H�MXVW�VDLG��
³$OO�ULJKW´��$QG�KH�EHJDQ�LPPHGLDWHO\�WR�GLFWDWH��$V�)UHGHULFN�VDLG�
in an interview, he just began the long list of “Whereas, Whereas 
«��ZKLFK�LV�IRXQG�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�DQ\�ODZ�

2I�FRXUVH�VRPH�SHRSOH��ZKR�PD\�EH�FULWLFDO�RI�WKH�$XURYLOOH�
)RXQGDWLRQ�$FW�IRU�ZKDWHYHU�UHDVRQV��PD\�WKHQ�VD\��XSRQ�KHDULQJ�
WKLV��WKDW�WKH\�QRZ�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�UXVKHG�MRE�GRQH�LQ�WZR�
GD\V�DQG�WKDW�LW�H[SODLQV�ZK\�LW�LV�VR�EDG�IURP�WKHLU�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�

Frederick, in an interview that he gave at the time, had a nice 
PHWDSKRU��+H�VDLG� WKDW� LW�ZDV�DV� LI�D�.LQJ�KDG�UHTXHVWHG�D�=HQ�
SDLQWHU� WR�GR�D�VSHFLDO�SDLQWLQJ�IRU�KLP�IRU�D�FHUWDLQ�GDWH��7KLV�
SDLQWHU�VHHPHG�WR�GR�QRWKLQJ�IRU�PRQWKV�EXW��DW�WKH�DSSRLQWHG�GD\��
in front of the King and the whole court, he did a beautiful paint-
LQJ�ZLWK�D�IHZ�VWURNHV�RQO\��,W�ZDV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�KLV�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�
of the past months.

When Kireet was asked how he could have dictated this draft 
ODZ�LQ� OHVV� WKDQ����KRXUV��KH�VLPSO\�VDLG��³,�ZDV�UHDG\´�� ,W� LV�
LQGHHG�WUXH�WKDW�KH�KDG�SHUVRQDOO\�ZRUNHG�D�ORW�RQ�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��
WKDW�KH�KDG�FRQVXOWHG�ORWV�RI�SHRSOH��LQFOXGLQJ�RI�FRXUVH�PDQ\�
$XURYLOLDQV�DQG�LW�LV�ZK\�KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�GR�ZKDW�KH�GLG��'XULQJ�
the long moments of dictation – we were present most of the 
time –, he would often stop and discuss alternatives with us.

:H�ZHQW� EDFN� WR�%DOGHY�0DKDMDQ�ZLWK� WKH� GUDIW� EHIRUH� WKH�
WLPH�OLPLW�RI����KRXUV�WKDW�KH�KDG�VHW��RQ�$XJXVW���nd, in the morn-
LQJ��7KLV�HSLVRGH�LV�DQRWKHU�H[DPSOH�RI�UHPDUNDEOH�KDSSHQLQJV�LQ�
IDYRU�RI�$XURYLOOH��QRUPDOO\��GUDIWLQJ�WKH�ODZ�VKRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�
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PDGH� E\� VRPH� EXUHDXFUDW� LQ� WKH�PLQLVWU\� RI� +XPDQ�5HVRXUFH�
'HYHORSPHQW��0RUHRYHU��.LUHHW��DW�WKDW�WLPH��ZDV�QR�ORQJHU�LQ�WKH�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��+LV�FRQWUDFW�� WR�EH�UHQHZHG�HYHU\�\HDU��ZDV�QRW�
UHQHZHG�DIWHU�0DUFK���st������GXH� WR�VRPH�PDQLSXODWLRQ� IURP�
hostile bureaucrats. So the fact that the making of the draft bill 
ZDV�GHOLYHUHG�LQWR�KLV�KDQGV�LQ�$XJXVW�ZDV�D�¿UVW�PLUDFOH��ZKLFK�
KDSSHQHG�WKDQNV�WR�0DKDMDQ�ZKR�EROGO\�WRRN�LW�XSRQ�KLPVHOI�WR�
ask us for the draft. 

A very serious problem comes up

$IWHU� WKUHH�GD\V��RQ�$XJXVW���th��¿UVW�DOHUW��ZH�OHDUQ�WKDW�9HHUD�
Raghavan has added in the draft law an article which made man-
GDWRU\� WKH� FRQVXOWDWLRQ� RI� WKH� 6$6� IRU� WKH� FRQVWLWXWLRQ� RI� WKH�
*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG��7KLV� FRXOG� EH� WKRXJKW� DV� D� UHODWLYHO\�PLQRU�
PRGL¿FDWLRQ�EXW�.LUHHW�WRRN�LW�DV�D�YHU\�VHULRXV�VHWEDFN��6LQFH�WKH�
6$6�SHRSOH�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�VSRW��QHDU�$XURYLOOH�DQG�LQ�3RQGLFKHUU\��
WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�H[SHUWV�DQG�WKHLU�VXJJHVWLRQV�ZRXOG�
FDUU\� D� ORW� RI� ZHLJKW� ZLWK� EXUHDXFUDWV�� ZKLFK� PD\� SUDFWLFDOO\�
PHDQ�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�FKRRVH�PRVW�RI�WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�D�
*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�$XURYLOOH�DIIDLUV�

6R� LW�ZDV�YHU\�VHULRXV�DQG�XQDFFHSWDEOH�EXW�ZKDW� WR�GR�ZDV�
QRW�VR�FOHDU��,W�KDG�EHHQ�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�0LQLVWHU��ZKR�ZDV�QR�
ORQJHU�1DUDVLPKD�5DR��DV�WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ�D�*RYHUQPHQW�UHVKXIÀH��
7KH�QHZ�0LQLVWHU�ZDV�6KLY�6KDQNDU��ZKR�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�DQ\WKLQJ�
DERXW�$XURYLOOH�� DQG�KH�KDG� HIIHFWLYHO\� DSSURYHG� WKLV� LQVHUWLRQ�
RI� WKH�PDQGDWRU\�FRQVXOWDWLRQ� UHTXLUHPHQW��0RUH�DODUPLQJ��ZH�
heared that Narasimha Rao had also approved the insertion and 
WKDW� ZDV� DQ� HYHQ�PRUH� VHULRXV� EORZ� DV� LW�PHDQW� WKDW� RQO\� WKH�
3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�FRXOG�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�LW��%XW�WKH�SUREOHP�ZDV�
WKDW�LW�ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�FRQWDFW�WKH�30��GHVSLWH�ZKDW�KH�
had told us. It was not obvious at all. And Kireet himself was no 
longer in the administration.
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7KH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�QH[W�ZDV�WKDW�.LUHHW�ZDV�FDOOHG�E\�
1DUDVLPKD�5DR�RQ�D�¿OH�ZKLFK�KDG�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�$XURYLOOH��
,W�JDYH�.LUHHW� WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�DVN�1DUDVLPKD�5DR��ZKR�ZDV�
QRZ� DJDLQ�PLQLVWHU� IRU� ([WHUQDO�$IIDLUV�� WKH� PLQLVWU\� KH� OLNHG�
EHVW��ZKHWKHU�KH�GLG�DSSURYH�WKH�LQVHUWLRQ�RI�WKH�6$6�PDQGDWRU\�
consultation requirement in the Auroville draft bill. Narasimha 
5DR�VDLG�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�DSSURYH�RI�DQ\�VXFK�LQVHUWLRQ��+H�DGGHG�
that Kireet should speak to Veera Raghavan and tell him that it is 
not true that he approved. Kireet phoned Veera Raghavan and told 
KLP�DERXW�ZKDW�15�KDG�VDLG��9HHUD�5DJKDYDQ�JRW�YHU\�DQJU\�DQG�
WROG�.LUHHW� WKDW� DOO� WKHVH� SROLWLFLDQV�ZHUH� O\LQJ� DQG�1DUDVLPKD�
5DR� KDG� DSSURYHG�� +H� WRRN� WKH� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� WHOO� .LUHHW� WKDW�
KH� IHOW� LW�ZDV�YHU\�XQIDLU� WR� FRPSOHWHO\� H[FOXGH� WKH�6$6� IURP�
$XURYLOOH��³7KHVH�SHRSOH�KDYH�ZRUNHG�D�ORW�IRU�$XURYLOOH�DQG�\RX�
SHRSOH�DUH�QRW�SUHSDUHG�WR�JLYH�WKHP�DQ\WKLQJ�´�

7KH�VLWXDWLRQ�KDG�EHFRPH�TXLWH�FULWLFDO��:H�NQHZ�WKDW�WKH�GUDIW�
ELOO�ZDV�VRRQ�WR�EH�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�RI¿FLDO�SULQWLQJ�SUHVV�VR�WKDW�LW�
could be presented to Parliament. If it were to be printed with 
WKH�LQVHUWLRQ��LW�ZRXOG�PDNH�WKLQJV�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW��6LU�&31�6LQJK��
this great friend and helper of Auroville, commented that if the 
law was passed with the insertion, Aurovilians should vacate 
$XURYLOOH��+H�IHOW�LW�ZDV�WKDW�VHULRXV�

7KHQ�.LUHHW�WROG�XV�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR��7KH�RQO\�
SHUVRQ�ZKR�FRXOG�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�LW�ZDV�WKH�30�EXW�WKHUH�ZDV�
QR�ZD\�WR�FRQWDFW�KLP��,I�WKH�ELOO�ZHUH�WR�EH�SDVVHG�OLNH�WKDW��LW�
would be as if we were giving Auroville on a plate to the SAS. He 
DGGHG�YHU\�JUDYHO\��³$W�WKLV�SRLQW�,�GR�QRW�NQRZ�ZKDW�LV�0RWKHU¶V�
ZLOO�´�+H�WKHQ�ZHQW�WR�KLV�URRP�WR�SUD\�DQG�PHGLWDWH�

+DUGO\�¿YH�PLQXWHV� ODWHU�� WKHUH�ZDV�D�SKRQH�FDOO� IRU�.LUHHW��
in which he was told that he was expected to come to a function 
LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�30�ZRXOG�EH�SUHVHQW��.LUHHW�ZDV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�
administrative committee of a school which had been selected to 
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�+LQGX�IHVWLYDO��WKH�5DNVKD�%DQGKDQ��
ZLWK�WKH�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU��
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6R�.LUHHW�FDPH�RXW�RI�KLV�URRP�DQG�WROG�XV��³7RPRUURZ�WKHUH�
LV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�PHHW�WKH�30�´�,W�ZDV�IHOW�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�UDWKHU�
PLUDFXORXV�� VXGGHQO\�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�RSHQ�DJDLQ��%XW�ZH�ZHUH�
QRW� VXUH� KRZ� WR� SURFHHG�� 7KH� WKUHH� RI� XV�� )UHGHULFN�� .ULVKQD�
DQG�,��KDYLQJ�PHW�WKH�30�RQO\�DERXW�D�ZHHN�DJR��ZH�FRXOG�QRW�
UHDOO\�KRSH�WR�VHH�KLP�DJDLQ�HDVLO\��6R�ZH�ZURWH�D�OHWWHU�WKDW�WKH�
president of the school – she was the daughter of Sir CPN Singh – 
ZRXOG�JLYH�WR�WKH�30�ZKHQ�KH�FDPH�IRU�WKH�IXQFWLRQ��LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�
reminded Rajiv Gandhi of what he had told us and we informed 
him that indeed there were serious problems for which we wanted 
to see him again. 

6R� WKH� QH[W� GD\�ZH�ZHQW� DJDLQ� WR� WKH� UHVLGHQFH� RI� WKH� 30�
and waited outside, hoping for the best. Kireet went to the func-
WLRQ��WKH�30�FDPH�DQG�ZKHQ�KH�VDW�GRZQ�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�D�VRQJ�E\�
WKH� VFKRROFKLOGUHQ��RXU� OHWWHU�ZDV�SXW�RQ�KLV�NQHHV�E\�3UDWLEKD�
Singh. He asked her what it was. She answered that it was about 
$XURYLOOH�DQG� WKDW� WKHUH�ZHUH�SUREOHPV��7KH�30�VDLG� WKDW� WKH\�
ZHUH�DERXW�WR�GR�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�WR�VROYH�WKH�SUREOHPV�RI�$XURYLOOH��
6KH�UHSHDWHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�SUREOHPV�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�6$6�SHRSOH�
DQG�WKDW�KH�VKRXOG�DJUHH�WR�VHH�XV��7KHQ�5DMLY�RSHQHG�WKH�OHWWHU�
DQG�ODWHU�WROG�KLV�VHFXULW\�SHRSOH�WR�DOORZ�XV�WR�FRPH�LQ��

7KH�VPDOO�FHUHPRQ\�ZLWK�WKH�VFKRRO�ZDV�VRRQ�RYHU�DQG�5DMLY�
Gandhi was about to leave. He went over to Kireet to greet him 
DQG�VKDNH�KDQGV��+H�WXUQHG�DZD\�WR�JR��.LUHHW�ODWHU�VDLG�WKDW�DW�
WKDW�PRPHQW�KH�SUD\HG�WR�WKH�0RWKHU��³,V�WKDW�DOO"�,V�LW�ZKDW�\RX�
ZDQW"�/HW�7K\�ZLOO�EH�GRQH�´

6XGGHQO\� 5DMLY�� ZKR� KDG� DOUHDG\� OHIW�� FDPH� EDFN� DQG� WRRN�
.LUHHW¶V� KDQG�� +H� WROG� KLP�� ³.LUHHWML�� \RX� NQRZ� WKDW� ZH� DUH�
SUHSDULQJ� DQ�$XURELQGR� ODZ"´� �6WUDQJHO\�� KH� GLG� VSHDN� RI� DQ�
$XURELQGR� ODZ���.LUHHW� DQVZHUHG�� ³1R� 6LU�� DQ�$XURYLOOH� ODZ´��
7KH�30�VDLG��³,�DP�WROG�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�SUREOHPV�DERXW�WKLV��LV�LW�
WUXH"´�±�³<HV�6LU�� LW�ZLOO�EH�D�GLVDVWHU´��.LUHHW�DQVZHUHG��7KHQ��
UHPDUNDEO\��5DMLY�VDLG��³<RX�RQO\�NQRZ�ZKDW�,QGLUDML�ZDQWHG�IRU�
$XURYLOOH�� ,�ZDQW� \RX� WR� WDNH� FKDUJH��&DOO�9DVXGHY� �DGGLWLRQDO�
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VHFUHWDU\�LQ�WKH�30¶V�RI¿FH��DQG�GR�WKH�QHFHVVDU\��,�ZLOO�QRW�PRYH�
WKLV�WLOO�,�NQRZ�\RX�DUH�VDWLV¿HG�´

Despite the fact that for a few months Kireet had not been part 
DQ\�ORQJHU�RI�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��WKH�30�SXW�KLP�LQ�
FKDUJH��,W�VKRZV�KRZ�PXFK�KH�VLQFHUHO\�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�ZKDW�KLV�
mother Indira Gandhi had wanted for Auroville.

:KDW�LV�TXLWH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�LQ�WKDW�VWRU\�LV�WKDW�ZH�PD\�ZRQ-
der if Rajiv had not forgotten that Kireet was no longer in the 
*RYHUQPHQW��%XW�DW�WKDW�WLPH��WKH�30�ZDV�VWLOO�DOO�SRZHUIXO�� so 
QRERG\�TXHVWLRQHG�ZKHQ�.LUHHW�GLG�FDOO� WKH�FRQFHUQHG�RI¿FHUV��
WROG�WKHP�DERXW�WKH�RUGHUV�RI�WKH�30�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�KH�FRXOG�GR�
WKH�QHFHVVDU\�WR�JHW�WKH�LQVHUWLRQ�UHPRYHG��/DWHU�9HHUD�5DJKDYDQ�
himself called Kireet to tell him with some eagerness that he had 
removed the infamous sentence. 

What we learned also (a secret information from some minis-
ter friend who was in the government cabinet) is that in the next 
cabinet meeting, while presenting the note describing the salient 
IHDWXUHV�RI�WKH�$XURYLOOH�ELOO�WKDW�QHHGHG�WR�EH�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�
Cabinet before going to Parliament, the then minister of HRD, 
Shiv Shankar, did again put the question about a SAS consulta-
tive role in the law. We were told that Rajiv Gandhi was adamant: 
³1RWKLQJ�GRLQJ��ZH�GR�QRW�ZDQW�WKHVH�SHRSOH�WR�EH�LQYROYHG�´�,W�
ZDV�VR�FDWHJRULFDO�WKDW�QRERG\�GDUHG�WR�TXHVWLRQ�DJDLQ��

The J.R.D. Tata episode

<HW�WKH�GD\�DIWHU��RQ�6XQGD\��.LUHHW�ZDV�QRW�HQWLUHO\�VDWLV¿HG��+H�
IHOW�WKDW�WKHUH�VWLOO�ZHUH�VRPH�PRGL¿FDWLRQV�LQWURGXFHG�E\�9HHUD�

�� �7KLV� DOO�SRZHUIXO� SRVLWLRQ� RI� WKH� 30�GLG� QRW� ODVW�PXFK� ORQJHU�� OHVV� WKDQ� WKUHH�
PRQWKV�ODWHU��KH�ZDV�HPEURLOHG�LQ�WKH�%RIRUV�VFDQGDO�±�DURXQG�WKH�SXUFKDVH�RI�ELJ�JXQV�
�WKH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�%RIRUV� JXQV�� IURP� D� 6ZHGLVK� ¿UP�ZKLFK� KDG� DOOHJHGO\� SDLG� KXJH�
EULEHV�WR�WKH�UXOLQJ�SDUW\��7KLV�VFDQGDO�ZRXOG�XOWLPDWHO\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�KLV�SDUW\�ORVLQJ�
WKH�QH[W�HOHFWLRQV�LQ�������,W�VKRZV�WKDW�WKLV�SHULRG�ZDV�UHDOO\�WKH�ODVW�PRPHQW�ZKHUH�
Rajiv Gandhi could still take time to deal with Auroville.
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Raghavan which were problematic for the future. Kireet told 
)UHGHULFN� WKDW�� DW� WKLV�PRPHQW�� WKH�RQO\�SHUVRQ�ZKR�FRXOG�VWLOO�
KHOS�ZDV�7DWD��WKH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�JUHDW�LQGXVWULDOLVW�DQG�PHPEHU�RI�
WKH�$XURYLOOH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO��+H�DVNHG�)UHGHULFN�
WR�FDOO�KLP��)UHGHULFN�ZDV�TXLWH�FORVH�WR�7DWD��ZKRP�KH�KDG�RIWHQ�
PHW�DQG�ZDV�FDOOLQJ�³-HK´� �IRU�-HKDQJLU��DV�RQO\� IHZ� LQWLPDWHV�
were doing.

)UHGHULFN�VDLG��³$OO�ULJKW��,�FDOO�7DWD��WR�WHOO�KLP�ZKDW"´
³<RX�WHOO�KLP�WR�FRPH�´
³<HV��EXW�ZKHQ"´
³1RZ��LPPHGLDWHO\��LW�LV�XUJHQW´�
I can still see the scene: Frederick takes the phone and calls 

7DWD��ZKRP�KH�JHWV� TXLWH� TXLFNO\��$QG�KH� WHOOV� KLP��ZH� DUH� LQ�
Delhi for this Auroville bill, there are problems as the draft that 
ZH�KDG�JLYHQ�KDG�EHHQ�VHULRXVO\�PRGL¿HG��LW�KDV�EHFRPH�TXLWH�D�
ELJ�SUREOHP�DQG�WKHUH�LV�D�IHHOLQJ�WKDW�KH�VKRXOG�FRPH�DV�RQO\�KLV�
LQWHUYHQWLRQ�FRXOG�VDYH�WKH�GD\«�

6R�7DWD�VD\V��³$OO�ULJKW��EXW�ZKHQ"´
)UHGHULFN��³:HOO��-HK��ULJKW�QRZ«´
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� )UHGHULFN��7DWD¶V� VDUFDVWLF� UHDFWLRQ�ZDV� VRPH-

WKLQJ�OLNH��³$K��RI�FRXUVH��)UHGHULFN��QR�SUREOHPV��,�DP�RQO\�WKH�
FKDLUPDQ�RI�7DWDV�DQG�6RQV��,�DP�TXLWH�IUHH��ZLWK�QR�DSSRLQWPHQWV�
ZKDWVRHYHU��RI�FRXUVH�,�FDQ�MXVW�FRPH�LPPHGLDWHO\«´

³<HV��-HK��,�NQRZ��EXW�LW�LV�YHU\�YHU\�FULWLFDO�DQG«´
³$OO�ULJKW��JLYH�PH�.LUHHW«´
Again I remember that, when Kireet took the phone, he sat 

VWUDLJKWHU��DV�LI�VXGGHQO\�VWDQGLQJ�DW�DWWHQWLRQ��DQG�KH�OLVWHQHG�WR�
7DWD��:KDW�ZH�KHDUG�ZDV�RQO\�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH��³<HV��6LU��\HV�6LU��
LW�LV�YHU\�QHFHVVDU\�WKDW�\RX�FRPH��6LU��DOO�ULJKW��6LU«´

7KHUH� ZHUH� VHYHUDO� UHDVRQV� IRU� WKLV� XUJHQW� FDOO�� 7DWD� ZDV� D�
PHPEHU�RI�WKH�$XURYLOOH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO��ZKLFK�
gave him the right to intervene, he also had a great personal 
prestige in India. Kireet knew that Veera Raghavan had a spe-
FLDO�UHVSHFW�IRU�7DWD�DQG��IXUWKHU��WKDW��DIWHU�KLV�UHWLUHPHQW�ZKLFK�
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ZRXOG�FRPH�TXLWH�VRRQ��KH�ZDV�KRSLQJ�WR�¿QG�VRPH�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�
WKH�7DWD�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�

:KDW�LV�UHDOO\�DGPLUDEOH�LV�WKDW��WKH�VDPH�HYHQLQJ��7DWD�FDPH��
It showed the depth of his commitment to Auroville, as he must 
KDYH�KDG�WR�FDQFHO�DOO�KLV�DSSRLQWPHQWV�IRU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�0RQGD\�

:H�ZHQW�WR�VHH�KLP�LQ�KLV�ELJ�VXLWH�LQ�WKH�7DM�KRWHO��SDUW�RI�WKH�
7DWD�JURXS���7KH�PHHWLQJV�ZLWK�7DWD�ZRXOG�XVXDOO\�EHJLQ�ZLWK�
KLP�EHLQJ�TXLWH�JUXII��TXHVWLRQLQJ�UDWKHU�VKDUSO\�DERXW�WKH�QHFHV-
VLW\�RI� WKLV�RU� WKDW��EXW�� DIWHU�D�ZKLOH��ZKHQ�KH�ZDV� VDWLV¿HG� WR�
VRPH�H[WHQW�DW�OHDVW��KH�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�IULHQGO\�DQG�DFFRPPRGDW-
ing. Kireet explained the problems and the points that needed to 
EH�PRGL¿HG� LQ� WKH� GUDIW� ELOO��7KH� QH[W�PRUQLQJ��ZH� KHDUG� WKDW�
9HHUD�5DJKDYDQ�KDG�DFFHSWHG�TXLWH�HYHU\WKLQJ��:H�VXSSRVHG�WKDW�
7DWD�KDG�DVNHG�KLP�WR�FRPH�DQG�WROG�KLP�ZKDW�ZDV�WR�EH�GRQH��
$SSDUHQWO\�5DJKDYDQ�GLG�QRW�GDUH�WR�REMHFW��

The last suspenseful days

,Q� WKH� ODVW� GD\V� RI�$XJXVW�� )UHGHULFN�� .ULVKQD� DQG� ,� ZHQW� WR�
PHHW�03V� IURP� WKH�5DM\D� 6DEKD� >WKH� ,QGLDQ�8SSHU�+RXVH@� DV�
ZH�NQHZ� WKDW� WKH�$XURYLOOH� ELOO�ZRXOG�EH�SUHVHQWHG� WKHUH�¿UVW��
Kireet’s friends in the Government had told him that the introduc-
tion there would be easier that in the Lok Sabha where the SAS 
ZDV�VXSSRVHG�WR�KDYH�PRUH�03V�IULHQGV��2Q�6HSWHPEHU��st, the 
$XURYLOOH�ELOO�ZDV�SDVVHG�E\�WKH�5DM\D�6DEKD��1R�SUREOHPV��:H�
were present. What was moving was the reading of the Auroville 
&KDUWHU�E\�RQH�03��0UV�1DMPD�+HSWXOODK��PHPEHU�RI�D�KLJKO\�
UHJDUGHG�0XVOLP� SROLWLFDO� IDPLO\� ±� KHU� IDWKHU� KDG� EHHQ� 9LFH�
President of India. We later thanked her for that nice gesture.

7KHQ�WKHUH�ZDV�D�VHULRXV� WHFKQLFDO�SUREOHP��7KH�YRWH� LQ� WKH�
5DM\D�6DEKD�WRRN�SODFH�RQ�7KXUVGD\��7KH�ODVW�GD\�RI�WKH�SDUOLD-
PHQWDU\�VHVVLRQ�ZDV�RQ�0RQGD\�6HSWHPEHU��th��7KHUH�LV�D�UXOH�WKDW�
WKHUH�PXVW�EH�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�ZRUNLQJ�GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�YRWH�RI�D�ELOO�
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in one of the chambers of Parliament before it can be introduced 
LQ� WKH�RWKHU�FKDPEHU��)ULGD\��6DWXUGD\��6XQGD\�GR�QRW�FRXQW�DV�
ZRUNLQJ�GD\V� LQ�3DUOLDPHQW��VR�� WKHRUHWLFDOO\�� WKH�$XURYLOOH�ELOO�
FRXOG�QRW�EH�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�/RN�6DEKD�RQ�0RQGD\��ZKLFK�ZDV�
DOVR�WKH�ODVW�GD\�RI�WKH�SDUOLDPHQWDU\�VHVVLRQ��,W�ZDV�UHDOO\�D�ELJ�
SUREOHP��,I�WKH�ELOO�YRWHG�E\�WKH�5DM\D�6DEKD�ZDV�QRW�YRWHG�E\�WKH�
Lok Sabha, it would remain like in suspense in the public domain, 
and of course we knew that in such case it would give the SAS 
DOO�WKH�WLPH�GXULQJ�WKH�LQWHUVHVVLRQ�RI�DERXW�WZR�PRQWKV�WR�WU\�WR�
PDQLSXODWH�DW�DOO�OHYHOV�DQG�LQÀXHQFH�PDQ\�/RN�6DEKD�03V��1RW�
RQO\�JHWWLQJ�D�SRVLWLYH�YRWH�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�XQFHUWDLQ�EXW�DW� WKH�
minimum there would be a big risk of problematic amendments 
to the bill.� So we felt quite tense as we could see that this was 
quite a serious problem. 

7KH� *HQHUDO� 6HFUHWDU\� RI� WKH� /RN� 6DEKD� DW� WKDW� WLPH� ZDV�
6XEKDVK�.DVK\DS��D�FORVH�IULHQG�RI�.LUHHW��±�KH�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�
ODWHU� D� PHPEHU� RI� WKH� *RYHUQLQJ� %RDUG� RI� WKH� $XURYLOOH�
Foundation. He took upon himself to put the Auroville bill on the 
OLVW�RI�ELOOV�WR�EH�SDVVHG�WKDW�0RQGD\��7KH�ODVW�RQH��LQ�IDFW��7KHQ�
ZH�KHDUG�WKDW�D�]HDORXV�IXQFWLRQDU\�XQGHU�KLP�KDG�UHPRYHG�WKH�
$XURYLOOH�ELOO�IURP�WKH�OLVW��SUHFLVHO\�RQ�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�PLVVLQJ�
ZRUNLQJ�GD\V��%XW�.DVK\DS�DJDLQ�SXW�LW�RQ�WKH�OLVW��

0HDQZKLOH� VRPHWKLQJ� TXLWH� UHPDUNDEOH� KDG� RFFXUUHG�� WKHUH�
KDG� EHHQ� IRU� D� IHZ� GD\V� D� NLQG� RI� SDUOLDPHQWDU\� VWULNH� E\� WKH�
2SSRVLWLRQ�ZKR� GHFLGHG� WR� DEVWDLQ� IURP� UHJXODU� SDUOLDPHQWDU\�
ZRUN�RQ�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�PLVKDQGOLQJ�RI�VRPH�ORFDO�03V�LQ�$QGKUD�
3UDGHVK�E\� WKH�SROLFH��'XULQJ� D�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI� ORFDO�03V�RI�
WKH� RSSRVLWLRQ�� WKH� SROLFH� KDG� LQWHUYHQHG� DQG� DSSDUHQWO\� HYHQ�
EHDWHQ�XS�VRPH�RI� WKHP��+XJH�VFDQGDO��3DUOLDPHQWDU\�ER\FRWW��
2SSRVLWLRQ�SDUWLHV�XQLWHG�DQG�GHFLGHG�WR�DEVWDLQ�IURP�DQ\�ZRUN�

�� �,Q�UHWURVSHFW��LW�LV�HDV\�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKHUH�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�OLWWOH�FKDQFH�RI�WKH�$X-
URYLOOH�ELOO�EHLQJ�SDVVHG�DW�DOO�DV�WKH�%RIRUV�VFDQGDO�KDG�DOUHDG\�HUXSWHG�DQG�OLWWOH�SDU-
OLDPHQWDU\�ZRUN�ZDV�SHUIRUPHG�DW�WKH�QH[W�VHVVLRQ�GXULQJ�WKLV�YHU\�WXUEXOHQW�SHULRG�LQ�
Indian politics.
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WLOO�UHSDUDWLRQ�ZDV�REWDLQHG��%XW�WKH�3DUOLDPHQW�ZDV�VWLOO�LQ�VHV-
VLRQ�DQG��ZLWK�KDUGO\�DQ\�GHEDWHV��ELOOV�ZHUH�SDVVHG�TXLFNO\�� D�
IDFW�ZKLFK�GLG�FRQWULEXWH�WR�RSHQ�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�$XURYLOOH�
ELOO�WR�EH�RQ�WKH�OLVW�IRU�WKDW�IDWHIXO�0RQGD\�

7KH�¿QDO�WULXPSK

7KHQ��¿QDOO\��RQ�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ�RI�0RQGD\�6HSWHPEHU����)UHGHULFN��
.ULVKQD�DQG�P\VHOI�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�JDOOHU\�RI�WKH�/RN�6DEKD��,�PXVW�
VD\�WKDW�ZH�ZHUH�TXLWH�WHQVH��:H�ZHUH�KRSLQJ�WKDW�WKLV�$XURYLOOH�
ELOO�ZRXOG�HIIHFWLYHO\�EH�SXW�WR�YRWH��:KHQ�ZH�FDPH�LQ��WKHUH�ZDV�
a minister, Ajit Panja, who was talking. He was talking, talking, 
DOWKRXJK�WKH�/RN�6DEKD�ZDV�TXLWH�HPSW\��RQO\�D�IHZ�03V�ZHUH�
there. We were concerned that he was talking too much and wast-
LQJ�VR�PXFK�WLPH�ZKHQ�VXGGHQO\�VRPHWKLQJ�IXQQ\�KDSSHQHG��$�
ODG\�03�URVH�XS��ZHQW�WR�3DQMD�GHVN�DQG�SODFHG�D�VPDOO�QRWH�RQ�LW��
He then looked at it and said something like: “I am told that there 
is an important bill to be voted upon for Auroville and that I take 
WRR�PXFK�WLPH�´�$QG�KH�GLG�FRQFOXGH�YHU\�TXLFNO\��7KH�ODG\�03�
ZDV�0DPDWD�%DQHUMHH��ZKR�ZDV�DOUHDG\�TXLWH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�DV�D�
VSHFLDO�SHUVRQDOLW\��UDWKHU�XQSUHGLFWDEOH�DV�VRPH�SHRSOH�KHUH�ZKR�
IROORZ�,QGLDQ�SROLWLFV�OLNH�&ODXGH�$USL�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�WHOO�\RX��
%XW�ZKDWHYHU�RQH�PD\�WKLQN�RI�KHU��WKLV�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�VKH�GLG�
for Auroville.

Claude (Arpi): Unconsciously!! 

,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�DERXW�WKDW�EXW�LQ�D�YHU\�PDWHULDO�VHQVH��VKH�GLG�
LW��6R�WKH�YRWH�EHJXQ��$V�\RX�NQRZ��ELOOV�DUH�YRWHG�DUWLFOH�E\�DUWL-
cle. And as it happens in quite all parliaments, there are often 
IHZ�03V�ZKR�DUH�SUHVHQW�DQG�VRUW�RI�UHSUHVHQW�WKHLU�FROOHDJXHV�
SDUW\�ZLVH�GXULQJ�WKH�YRWH��,W�ZDV�WKH�FDVH�LQ�WKH�/RN�6DEKD�ZKHQ�
WKH�YRWH�EHJXQ��%XW�VXGGHQO\��ZH�VHH�ORWV�RI�03V�ERWK�IURP�WKH�
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PDMRULW\�DQG�WKH�RSSRVLWLRQ�FRPLQJ�LQ��7KH�03V�RI�WKH�RSSRVLWLRQ�
FDPH�LQ�ZLWK�D�\HOORZ�VFDUI��DV�\HOORZ�LV�D�FRORU�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
$QGKUD�3UDGHVK��7KH�/RN�6DEKD�ZDV�¿OOLQJ�XS�TXLFNO\�ZLWK�03V�
from both sides. I felt quite nervous as I was wondering if this 
would not lead to the disruption of the on-going vote. We knew 
WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�WR�EH�D�VWDWHPHQW�E\�&KLGDPEDUDP��ZKR�ZDV�WKHQ�
0LQLVWHU�RI�6WDWH�IRU�+RPH�$IIDLUV��DERXW�WKH�LQFLGHQW�LQ�$QGKUD�
3UDGHVK�DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�FRPLQJ�IRU�WKDW��7KH�VWDWHPHQW�ZDV�WR�EH�
IROORZHG�E\�D�GHEDWH�DQG�D�YRWH��6R�WKH\�DOO�FDPH��LQFOXGLQJ�VRPH�
PHPEHUV�EHLQJ�SXVKHG�RQ�ZKHHO�FKDLUV��$QG��FRQWUDU\�WR�P\�IHDU��
WKH\�GLG�QRW�GLVUXSW�WKH�YRWH��WKH\�MXVW�VSHHGHG�LW�RQ��WKH\�DGGHG�
WKHLU�YRLFHV�VR�WKDW�WKH�³<DK�´�IRU�HDFK�DUWLFOH�EHFDPH�ORXGHU�DQG�
ORXGHU�±�DQG�VXUHO\�WKHUH�ZHUH�DPRQJ�WKHP�TXLWH�D�IHZ�IULHQGV�RI�
the SAS but it did not make a difference in the Yah momentum. 
:KHQ�WKH�VSHDNHU�FDOOHG�IRU�WKH�¿QDO�YRWH��IRU�WKH�ELOO�LQ�LWV�WRWDOLW\�
DIWHU�WKH�YRWH�DUWLFOH�E\�DUWLFOH��,�FDQ�VWLOO�UHPHPEHU�WKH�HQRUPRXV�
and resounding YAH that came out from the full Lok Sabha.

,�PXVW�VD\�WKDW�,�VDZ�WKH�ZKROH�VFHQH�DV�DQ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�maya, 
WKDW�0RWKHU¶V� IRUFH�ZKLFK�ZH� IHOW� VR� VWURQJO\� RSHUDWLQJ� GXULQJ�
WKHVH�VWUDQJH�GD\V�KDG�PDQDJHG�WR�JHW�D�XQDQLPRXV�DSSURYDO�IURP�
D�IXOO�/RN�6DEKD�IRU�WKH�$XURYLOOH�%LOO�DW�WKH�YHU\�HQG�RI�WKLV�SDUOLD-
PHQWDU\�VHVVLRQ��,�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�)UHGHULFN�ZDV�VLWWLQJ�D�IHZ�VHDWV�
from me on the left, we looked at each other rather bewildered, it 
ZDV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LW�ZDV�RYHU��WKDW�LW�KDG�EHHQ�GRQH��

:H� ZHUH� D� ELW� QXPE�� :H� VWD\HG� RQ� IRU� D� ZKLOH� DQG� VDZ�
&KLGDPEDUDP�FRPLQJ�XS�DQG�EHJLQQLQJ� WR� WDON��+H�KDG�KDUGO\�
said a few sentences that there was an explosion of anger and for a 
ZKLOH�LW�ORRNHG�DV�LI�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�¿VW¿JKWV��6XFK�ZDV�WKH�WHQVLRQ��
What came out was like some monstrous anger and I remembered 
having a subjective feeling that it came from elsewhere, because 
something quite momentous had happened and some huge anger 
QHHGHG�WR�FRPH�RXW��2.��WKDW¶V�LW��,�KDYH�¿QLVKHG�

Applause
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Discussion

Claude: Thanks, Alain. Now we have some time for questions 
or comments.

A person in the audience: It is important to note that the 
presentation of the Auroville bill by the minister Shiv Shankar 
should be read by Aurovilians. A law is made of legal sentences 
but what Shiv Shankar expressed in Parliament was the spirit of 
the Auroville bill and that made it quite a unique moment. He 
spoke about the reasons for this bill, that it was very important for 
the future of humanity that this law be there, to help and protect 
the Auroville project and provide autonomy for the Aurovilians.

Alain��7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�E\�6KLY�6KDQNDU�KDG�EHHQ�ZULWWHQ�E\�
Kireet.

Audience: I think that there is something that you have omitted 
in your talk. It was not only a struggle between Auroville and the 
SAS, there was also the Ashram position; if I remember correctly, 
someone had asked the Ashram trustees if they also wanted to be 
part of a future Auroville administration and they immediately 
UHIXVHG��6R�WKH\�ZLWKGUHZ�IURP�WKH�FRQÀLFW��$QRWKHU�GHWDLO��DQG�LW�
is a complement to your story, is that when Veera Raghavan came 
IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WR�$XURYLOOH��KH�ZDV�UHFHLYHG�E\�D�IHZ�$XURYLOLDQV�
and some of us had the feeling that he did not understand what 
LW�ZDV�DERXW��ZKDW�ZDV�WKH�FRQÀLFW�DERXW��ZKLFK�ZDV�QRW�PHUHO\�
D�FRQÀLFW�DERXW�SURSHUWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�6$6�DQG�$XURYLOOH��EXW�D�
ODUJHU�FRQÀLFW�DERXW� WKH�VSLULWXDO�PHDQLQJ��DERXW� WKH�PHVVDJHV�
of Mother and Sri Aurobindo. The discussion was intense enough 
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for Veera Raghavan to agree to come another time to specially 
meet those of us who wanted to give him a more complete picture. 
:KHQ�ZH�H[SODLQHG�WR�KLP�WKDW�WKH�$VKUDP�>DXWKRULWLHV@�KDG�IRU-
bidden the reading of Mother’s Agenda in the Ashram, he was 
quite shocked. He could not understand how the Ashram could 
FHQVXUH�ZKDW�0RWKHU�KDG�VDLG�RQ�<RJD��,�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�WKLV�GLG�
trouble him and that afterwards he was much more open with the 
Aurovilians.

Alain: When was it?

Audience: It was quite soon after you had received him in 
Auromodele.

Alain: Was it before or after the vote of the Auroville Act? 
%HFDXVH�LQ�HIIHFW�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D���\HDU�SHULRG�EHIRUH�WKH�HQDFW-
ment of the law after the vote, as things take a lot of time with 
the government, and Veera Raghavan was still in charge, and I 
EHOLHYH�WKDW�KH�FDPH�KHUH�DIWHU�WKH�YRWH��%XW�,�FDQ�VD\�WKDW��ZKHQ�
the problem of preparing a bill came up, he was quite a lot under 
6$6�LQÀXHQFH��.LUHHW�DOZD\V�PDLQWDLQHG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�KRQHVW�LQ�KLV�
ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ��7KLV�PDQ�ZDV�VLQFHUHO\�XSVHW�WKDW�$XURYLOLDQV�
could be so ungrateful towards people who had worked a lot for 
Auroville, whatever their faults. I do think he was sincere in this 
YLHZ�EXW�,�DOVR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�UHDOO\�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�GHHSHU�
LVVXHV��7KLV�HQFRXQWHU�WKDW�\RX�VSHDN�DERXW��,�KDYH�WKH�IHHOLQJ�WKDW�
it must have happened after the vote of the Auroville Foundation 
$FW��9HHUD�5DJKDYDQ�ZDV�JLYHQ�FKDUJH�RI�WKH�$XURYLOOH�¿OH�YHU\�
ODWH��WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI������

Audience: Alain, could you speak about the present situation 
ZLWK� WKH� $VKUDP"� 7KHUH� DUH� VRPH� SHRSOH� RXWVLGH� RI� $XURYLOOH�
ZKR�WKLQN�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�VWLOO�D�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�$XURYLOOH�DQG�WKH�
Ashram. 
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Alain��,�DP�QRW�SDUWLFXODUO\�FRPSHWHQW�RQ�WKLV�VXEMHFW�EXW�,�WKLQN�
WKDW�LW�FDQ�EH�VDLG�WKDW�QRZ�WKHUH�LV�QR�FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�WKH�$VKUDP��
,� EHOLHYH� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� JRRG� UHODWLRQV� ZLWK� PDQ\�$VKUDPLWHV��
,Q�IDFW�WKHUH�DOZD\V�KDV�EHHQ�JRRG�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�VRPH�$VKUDP�
departments. We did have a problem long ago with some Ashram 
WUXVWHHV�PRVWO\�RQ�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�6UL�$XURELQGR�6RFLHW\¶V�LQÀX-
HQFH��7DNH�IRU�LQVWDQFH�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�EDQN�DFFRXQW�RI�3RXU�7RXV�
)XQG��LQ�ZKLFK�WKHUH�ZDV�DW�WKH�WLPH���������������5XSHHV��TXLWH�
D�VPDOO�IRUWXQH�LQ�WKRVH�GD\V��7KH�6$6�KDG�LPSRVHG�QHZ�,QGLDQ�
VLJQDWRULHV�IRU�WKLV�DFFRXQW�EHVLGHV�WKH�WKUHH�RI�XV�IRUHLJQHUV��7KH\�
ZHUH�DEOH�WR�GR�WKDW�VLQFH�WKH�DFFRXQW�FRXOG�RQO\�EH�RSHQHG�ZLWK�
their authorization. When Christine and I went to see Navajata 
WR�SURWHVW��VD\LQJ�WKDW�ZH�FRXOG�QRW�DFFHSW�WKH�LPSRVLWLRQ�RI�QHZ�
VLJQDWRULHV�ZLWKRXW�D�SUHOLPLQDU\�GLVFXVVLRQ��,�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�WKH�
PDQDJLQJ�7UXVWHH�RI�WKH�$VKUDP�ZDV�WKHUH��+H�ZDV�VLGLQJ�ZLWK��
WKH� 6$6� DQG� KH�ZDV� DGDPDQW��7KHLU� VWRU\�ZDV� WKDW� WKH� ,QGLDQ�
$XURYLOLDQV�KDG�FRPSODLQHG�WR�WKHP�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�IRUHLJQ�
VLJQDWRULHV� IRU� WKH�3RXU�7RXV�$FFRXQW�� 6R� WKH\�KDG�GHFLGHG� WR�
nominate Indian signatories. We told him and Navajata that we 
were not against new signatories, but we could not accept the sep-
DUDWLRQ�LQ�WZR�JURXSV�ZLWK�RQH�FRPSXOVRU\�VLJQDWXUH�IURP�HDFK�
JURXS��:H�FRXOG�DJUHH�WR�DQ\�WZR�RU�WKUHH�IURP�¿YH�VLJQDWRULHV��
%XW�WKH\�ZHUH�DGDPDQW�DV��REYLRXVO\��WKHLU�DLP�ZDV�WR�SUDFWLFDOO\�
EORFN�WKH�IXQFWLRQLQJ�RI�WKH�3RXU�7RXV�)XQG��WKH�QHZ�VLJQDWRULHV�
were Aurovilians obedient to them who would refuse to sign the 
FKHTXHV�ZKHQ�ODWHU�UHTXHVWHG��6R�WKH�5V��������UHPDLQHG�LQ�WKH�
DFFRXQW�DQG�DERXW�WZR�\HDUV�ODWHU��ZDV�VLPSO\�DSSURSULDWHG�E\�WKH�
SAS in total disregard of the wishes of the donors who had given 
these funds for the upkeep of Aurovilians.

/DWHU�,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�D�IHZ�$VKUDPLWHV�IHOW�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�JLYHQ�
WRR�PXFK�VXSSRUW�WR�WKH�6$6��WKDW�WKH\�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�DV�QHXWUDO�DV�
WKH\�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�

%XW�RQH�KDV�WR�DGPLW�WKDW�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�ZDV�FRQIXVLQJ�IRU�PDQ\�
of them. When I remember the beginnings of Auroville, with the 
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$VKUDPLWHV�PRVWO\� FODG� LQ�ZKLWH� FORWKHV� DQG� WKHVH� \RXWK� IURP�
Auroville who would come sometimes in rags, with loin clothes 
DQG�WXUEDQV�RQ�WKH�KHDG��RIWHQ�ZLWK�EHDUGV«�EXW�VXFK�SHRSOH�ZHUH�
QHFHVVDU\�WR�ODXQFK�$XURYLOOH�LQ�WKH�KDUVK�SUHYDLOLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��
WKH\�KDG�WR�EH�RQ�WKH�URXJK�VLGH�±�DQG�,�KDYH�WKH�XWPRVW�UHVSHFW�
IRU�WKRVH�WUXH�SLRQHHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�WKHUH�DW�RXU�EHJLQQLQJ��%XW�TXLWH�
D�IHZ�RI�WKHVH�SHRSOH�ZHUH�UHDOO\�URXJK�±�QRW�DOO�RI�WKHP��EXW�VWLOO�
a good number. So the inherent clash of attitudes and cultures was 
TXLWH�FRQVLGHUDEOH��6RPH�$VKUDPLWHV�ZHUH�HYHQ�ZRQGHULQJ�ZK\�
0RWKHU�KDG� WKLV�VWUDQJH� LGHD�RI�FDOOLQJ�VXFK�SHRSOH�� ,W�ZDV�QRW�
HDV\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�DFFHSW��,�PXVW�DGG�WKDW�WKH�6$6�KDG�LQGHHG�
D�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�UROH�WR�SOD\��7R�EH�UHDOO\�DEOH�WR�PDQDJH�$XURYLOOH�
LQ�WKH�ULJKW�VSLULW�ZLWK�WKH�NLQG�RI�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDG�FRPH�
ZRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ� D� YHU\� GLI¿FXOW� WDVN� IRU� WKHVH�$VKUDPLWHV� RQ�
DFFRXQW�RI�WKHLU�FXOWXUDO�PDNH�XS�DQG�KDELWV��2I�FRXUVH�WKH\�GLG�
IDLO�UDWKHU�EDGO\�EXW�RQH�PXVW�EH�KRQHVW�DQG�DGPLW�WKDW�LW�ZDV�QRW�
HDV\�WDVN�DW�DOO��$XURYLOLDQV�RI�WKHVH�GD\V�ZHUH�UDWKHU�WRXJK�DQG�
HFFHQWULF�DQG�WKLV�LV�KRZ�WKH\�VXUYLYHG�WKH�GLI¿FXOW�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�
the beginning. 

What proved more painful afterwards were the divisions inside 
$XURYLOOH��7KLQJV�GLG�KDSSHQ�ZKLFK�ZHUH�UDWKHU�VDG�DQG�WKH\�OHIW�
SV\FKRORJLFDO�VFDUV��,Q�WKDW�VHQVH�LW�ZDV�D�SDLQIXO�SHULRG�DQG�ZKDW�
KDSSHQHG�ZDV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�RXU�OLPLWDWLRQV�ZKLOH�WU\LQJ�WR�GR�DV�
best as we could in the circumstances. 

Audience: Alain, there is something in the Auroville Foundation 
Act which I have always felt extraordinary, even miraculous: the 
DI¿UPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHWHUPLQLQJ�SRZHU�RI�WKH�5HVLGHQWV�$VVHPEO\��
Nevertheless we know through experience that, in terms of prac-
WLFDO�IXQFWLRQLQJ��LQ�WHUPV�RI�OHJDOLW\��LW�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�GLI¿FXOW�WR�
practice, to develop into a living and effective reality. It is so obvi-
RXV�WKDW�HYHQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�LV�KDUGO\�SUHSDUHG�WR�
GHDO�ZLWK�LW��7KH�*%�GHDOV�ZLWK�WKH�:RUNLQJ�&RPPLWWHH�DQG�VHHPV�
to feel that the Residents Assembly is hardly more than a concept, 
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not something real. Could you tell us what inspired Kireet to give 
VXFK�LPSRUWDQFH�WR�WKH�5HVLGHQWV�$VVHPEO\�LQ�WKH�$FW"

Alain��,W�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKDW�\RX�VKRXOG�VD\�WKDW�DV�LW�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�
DVSHFWV�WKDW�LV�OHDVW�XQGHUVWRRG�E\�TXLWH�PDQ\�SHRSOH��7KH\��GR�QRW�
XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�ZD\�WKLV�ODZ�KDV�EHHQ�GRQH�DQG�WKH\�¿QG�LW�EDGO\�
conceived because of some vagueness here and there, and in par-
WLFXODU��DERXW�WKLV�FRQFHSW�RI�5HVLGHQWV�$VVHPEO\��3UHFLVHO\�ZKLOH�
dictating the RA paras, I remember that Kireet told us something 
like: “I don’t know if this will be accepted – because let us not for-
JHW�WKDW�ZH�GR�WKLV�GUDIW�ELOO�EXW�ODWHU�LW�LV�WKH�/DZ�0LQLVWU\�ZKLFK�
decides whether a provision is acceptable or not – but I would 
QRW� OLNH� WR� FUHDWH� D� GHPRFUDWLF� V\VWHP� LQ�$XURYLOOH�ZLWK� YRWHV�
DQG�WKH�UHVW��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�,�WKLQN�LW�LV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�$VVHPEO\�RI�WKH�$XURYLOOH�UHVLGHQWV�VKRXOG�EH�
UHFRJQL]HG��7KXV�ZH�JLYH�D�OHJDO�VWDWXV�WR�WKH�UHVLGHQWV�$VVHPEO\�
ZLWKRXW�VSHFL¿FDWLRQV��NHHSLQJ�SURYLVLRQV�YDJXH�HQRXJK�VR�DV�WR�
JLYH�WKH�$XURYLOLDQV�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WR�HYROYH�DQG�JUDGXDOO\�¿QG�
the proper governing method. As it is, if the Aurovilians are able 
WR�EH�XQLWHG��WKH\�ZLOO�SUDFWLFDOO\�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU�´

$V�ZH�NQRZ��LW�LV�HDVLHU�VDLG�WKDQ�GRQH��%XW�,�VLQFHUHO\�EHOLHYH�
WKDW�ZLWK�WKH�$XURYLOOH�$FW�DV�LW�LV��ZH�FRXOG�XVH�LW�LQ�D�EHWWHU�ZD\��
,�DOVR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LW�LV�QRW�UHDOO\�FRUUHFW�IRU�WKH�*RYHUQLQJ�ERDUG�
WR�LJQRUH�WKH�5HVLGHQWV�$VVHPEO\��LI�WKDW�LV�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�GRLQJ�

Audience: <RX� VSRNH� DERXW� WKH� ¿UVW� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� $GYLVRU\�
Council of Auroville, with Tata, Narasimha Rao, etc. This Council 
was advising the Indian Government as per the provisions of the 
¿UVW�$XURYLOOH�$FW�� WKH�$XURYLOOH� �(PHUJHQF\�SURYLVLRQV��$FW�RI�
1980. In the second Auroville Act of 1988, its level has gone down 
a lot. They are no longer members of a high caliber, they are 
UHWLUHG�EXUHDXFUDWV�DQG� WKH\�RQO\�DGYLVH� WKH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG��
'R�\RX�UHPHPEHU�KRZ� LW� FDPH�DERXW"�:KDW�KDSSHQHG� LV�D�ELW�
tragic as, in the story you have told, if the then advisors had not 
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been at the highest level, this Act would not even have come into 
existence.

Alain: It is true. It was a great disappointment. In the draft 
SUHSDUHG� E\� .LUHHW�� WKH� VWDWXV� ZDV� WKH� VDPH�� WKH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO�ZDV�DGYLVLQJ�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW��:KHQ�WKH�GUDIW�
ODZ� ¿QDOO\� FDPH� EDFN� DIWHU� EHLQJ� YHWWHG� E\� WKH� /DZ�PLQLVWU\��
.LUHHW�UHPDUNHG�WKDW�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�WKH\�KDG�ORZHUHG�WKH�OHYHO�RI�
WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO��+LV�H[SODQDWLRQ�ZDV�WKDW�LQ�
PRVW�ODZV�ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�D�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG��WKH�/DZ�PLQLVWU\�
DYRLGV�FUHDWLQJ�D�ERG\� LQVLGH� WKH� VDPH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZKLFK�KDV�
WKH�SRZHU� WR�JR�DERYH� WKH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�� ,�GRQ¶W� WKLQN� WKDW�
.LUHHW��DW�WKDW�WLPH��IHOW�KH�FRXOG�LQWHUYHQH�EXW�KH�ZDV�YHU\�GLV-
DSSRLQWHG��+H�VDLG�WZR�WKLQJV��¿UVW�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO�ZLOO�EH�PXFK�OHVV�LPSRUWDQW��DQG�WKLV�LV�VRPH-
WKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�VHHQ��6HFRQGO\��WKH�FDOLEHU�RI�SRWHQWLDO�PHP-
EHUV�ZLOO�EH�ORZHU�EHFDXVH��DXWRPDWLFDOO\��EHLQJ�DQ�DGYLVRU�WR�WKH�
*RYHUQPHQW�UHSUHVHQWV�D�GLIIHUHQW�VWDWXV�WKDQ�VLPSO\�EHLQJ�DGYL-
VRU�WR�D�PHUH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�WKLV�
SRLQW�SDUWLFXODUO\��EXW�DOVR�D�IHZ�RWKHUV��ZKHUH�WKH�/DZ�PLQLVWU\�
KDV�LQWURGXFHG�PRGL¿FDWLRQV�ZKLFK�ZHUH�LQGHHG�VHHQ�DV�TXDOLWD-
WLYHO\�LQIHULRU��6R��\HV��YHU\�UHJUHWWDEOH�LQGHHG�

Audience: ,I�WKH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�LV�DERYH��LW�PHDQV�WKH�RWKHUV�
are below and, in India, those below cannot advise those above.

Alain��<HV��\HV��LW�LV�WUXH�DQG�LQ�IDFW�LW�LV�LQGHHG�ZKDW�VHHPV�
WR�EH�KDSSHQLQJ��RQH�GRHV�QRW�JHW�WKH�IHHOLQJ�WKDW�WKH�DGYLFH�RI�
WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQO�$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO�FDUULHV�D�ORW�RI�ZHLJKW�ZLWK�WKH�
*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�

Audience: :H� GH¿QH� UXOHV� LQ�$XURYLOOH� DQG� WKH�$XURYLOLDQV�
believe that we have just to give them in writing to the Governing 
%RDUG� IRU� JHWWLQJ� WKHP� DSSURYHG� E\� WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�� ,W� LV� QRW�
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WUXH��LW�LV�OLNH�D�WUDS��ZKHQ�ZH�SURSRVH�UXOHV��WKH\�DUH�PRGL¿HG�LQ�
Delhi, like we have seen with the Funds and Assets Management 
Committee (FAMC). Most people who take decisions in Auroville 
DFWXDOO\� IXQFWLRQ� XQGHU� WKH� DXWKRULW\� RI� WKH� *RYHUQLQJ� %RDUG�
instead of being answerable to the Residents Assembly, despite 
the fact that under the Law there are three authorities and not 
RQH�RQO\��,W�LV�DVVXPHG�WKDW�LW�LV�WKH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�WKDW�JRYHUQV�
ZKHUHDV�WKHUH�DUH�DFWXDOO\�WKUHH�DXWKRULWLHV�ZLWK�VSHFL¿HG�¿HOGV�
of governance.
:H� DUH� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� WKDW�� PRVW� SHRSOH� KHUH� GRQ¶W� EHOLHYH�

LQ� WKH�5HVLGHQWV�$VVHPEO\��VR�ZK\�VKRXOG�WKH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�
EHOLHYH�LQ�LW"

Alain: Yes, that’s true.

Audience: I thank you very much for your talk as it has 
touched upon many things. I believe that all that was done at that 
time was very important but what concerns me today is the vision 
of the future. Twenty-two years have passed and I believe that we 
have to develop a vision of how it will evolve in the future. I don’t 
see how this vision can come because twenty years in the politi-
FDO�¿HOG�LV�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�DQG�PHDQZKLOH�WKH�ZRUOG�KDV�FRPSOHWHO\�
changed, we are no longer in the world of the eighties. The vision 
for the next generations in Auroville has to be developed. How do 
\RX�VHH�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�YLVLRQ�RI�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�$XURYLOOH"

Alain��%LJ�TXHVWLRQ��7R�FRPH�EDFN�WR�ZKDW�VRPHRQH�KDV�MXVW�
said, I am not concerned with defending the Auroville Foundation 
$FW��,W�LV�ZKDW�LW�LV��%XW�,�KDYH�WR�VD\�WKDW��DW�WKDW�WLPH��WZHQW\�
WZR�\HDUV�DJR�� WKHUH�ZDV�D�VHULRXV�SUREOHP�DQG�VRPHWKLQJ�KDG�
WR�EH�GRQH��2WKHUZLVH�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZRXOG�KDYH�JRQH�EDFN� WR� WKH�
SAS and it would have been a return to the previous situation. 
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5HFHQWO\��,�KDG�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VSHDN�WR�6KDQNDU�� and there is 
VRPHWKLQJ�IXQQ\��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZK\�EXW�,�WKRXJKW�WKDW�,�UHPHP-
EHUHG�KLP�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI� WKH�7DVN�)RUFH��D�VWUDQJH�LGHD�DV�KH�
KDG� DOZD\V�EHHQ� UDWKHU� DJDLQVW�ZKDWHYHU�ZDV� VXJJHVWHG�� ,� VHQW�
KLP�D�PDLO�WHOOLQJ�KLP�WKDW�,�WKRXJKW�KH�KDG�EHHQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�7DVN�
Force, and could he tell me what he remembered? I received in 
UHWXUQ�D�ORQJ�PHVVDJH�ZKHUH�KH�ZDV�VD\LQJ��³%XW�QR��QRW�DW�DOO��
1HYHU�EHHQ�SDUW�RI�LW��2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\�,�ZDV�DJDLQVW��HWF���HWF��´�LQ�
HIIHFW�D�YHU\�6KDQNDULDQ�UHDFWLRQ��,PPHGLDWHO\�DIWHUZDUGV�KH�VHQW�
PH�DQRWKHU�PDLO�WR�WHOO�PH��³:HOO��LW�LV�2.��,QGLD�EHLQJ�,QGLD��WKH�
*RYHUQPHQW�LV�HYHU\ZKHUH��VR�LW�ZDV�XQDYRLGDEOH�WKDW�$XURYLOOH��
LQ� SUDFWLFDO� WHUPV�� ZRXOG� EH� FRQWUROOHG� E\� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW�� VR�
WKHUH� LV� QR� QHHG� WR� KDYH� DQ\� UHJUHWV«´�$QG� WKHQ� D� WKLUG� RQH��
UHLQIRUFLQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�PDLO��:KDW�,�ZDQWHG�WR�VD\�LV�WKDW�WRGD\�
ZH�VHH�PRVWO\�WKH�GUDZEDFNV�� WKH�6HFUHWDU\�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�ZKDW�
ZH�ZRXOG�KRSH�IRU��DQG�LW�LV�WKH�VDPH�ZLWK�WKH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG��
WKH�$XURYLOOH�EXUHDXFUDF\��HWF���EXW�WKHUH�ZH�KDYH�WR�EH�FDUHIXO��
WKH�$XURYLOOH�EXUHDXFUDF\��LW�LVQ¶W�RQO\�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW��OHW�XV�EH�
KRQHVW��,�UHPHPEHU�%DOD�%DVNDU��ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�SUREDEO\�WKH�EHVW�
6HFUHWDU\�ZH�HYHU�KDG�� VD\LQJ�� ,� NQRZ� WKH� ,QGLDQ�EXUHDXFUDF\��
DQG�LW�LV�TXLWH�VRPHWKLQJ�EXW�WKH�$XURYLOOH�EXUHDXFUDF\��LW�LV�QRW�
EDG�DOVR�

6R�OHW�XV�DGPLW��ZH�VHH�PRVWO\�WKHVH�GUDZEDFNV��%XW�WKH�RQO\�
SUREOHP� LV� WKDW�ZH� DUH� DEVROXWHO\� XQDEOH� WR� NQRZ�ZKDW�ZRXOG�
have happened if there had been nothing. Knowing how things 
are here, Auroville would have been vulnerable. I would have 
H[SHFWHG� ORFDO� SROLWLFLDQV�� GLUHFWO\� RU� LQGLUHFWO\�� SXWWLQJ� KHDY\�
SUHVVXUHV��,Q�HIIHFW�ORFDO�SHRSOH�KHUH�GRQ¶W�WU\�WR�WRXFK�LW�EHFDXVH�
it is considered as a central government project.

(YHQ�P\VHOI��KRQHVWO\��,�DP�D�OLWWOH�GLVDSSRLQWHG�VHHLQJ�KRZ�

�� 3DWULFH�*KLUDUGL��ZKR� WRRN� WKH�QDPH�6KDQNDU��DQG�ZDV�FRPPRQO\�NQRZQ�DV�big 
Patrice��KDG�EHHQ�D�YHU\�DFWLYH�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�$XURYLOOH�FRPPXQLW\�IURP������WR�WKH�
HDUO\�QLQHWLHV��%XW�,�ZDV�ULJKW��KH�ZDV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�7DVN�)RUFH��SUREDEO\�PRUH�DV�
representing the opposition...
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things have happened in practice. I had hopes that it would work 
RXW� GLIIHUHQWO\�� ,�ZDV� DOVR�KRSLQJ� WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�EH� DEOH� WR� GR�
VRPHWKLQJ�EHWWHU�ZLWK�WKH�5HVLGHQWV�$VVHPEO\���,�ZDV�KRSLQJ�WKDW�
ZH�ZRXOG�JHW�DOZD\V�JRRG�VHFUHWDULHV�DQG�VR�RQ�DQG�VR�IRUWK��,W�
GLG�QRW�KDSSHQ� WKLV�ZD\��%XW�ZH�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�
happened otherwise.  

Audience: If quite everybody is unhappy about the practical 
functioning of the Residents Assembly, why don’t you try to get an 
amendment or work on a new proposal to make this Auroville Act 
D�OLWWOH�PRUH�SUHFLVH��WR�PDNH�LW�EHWWHU"

Alain��:HOO��WKHUH�DUH�WZR�WKLQJV�WKDW�,�FDQ�VD\�RQ�WKLV�WRSLF��
)LUVWO\�� LW�ZRXOG�EH�H[WUHPHO\�GLI¿FXOW� WR�JHW� WKH�$XURYLOOH� ODZ�
DPHQGHG�DQG��DVVXPLQJ�ZH�ZRXOG�VWLOO�WU\��ZH�FRXOG�UXQ�LQWR�WKH�
SUREOHP�RI�RWKHU�SHRSOH�WKDQ�XV�WDNLQJ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WU\�WR�
introduce all sorts of amendments that we would not like to have. 
It could be a Pandora box. I feel that the problem is not so much 
WKH�ODZ��LW�LV�RXU�FDSDFLW\�WR�RUJDQL]H�RXUVHOYHV��WR�FRPH�WRJHWKHU��
7KLV� LV� WKH�UHDO�SUREOHP��WR�FRPH�WRJHWKHU��$QG�,�DOZD\V�WKLQN��
,� UHDOO\�EHOLHYH�±� ,� GRQ¶W� DFFXVH� DQ\RQH�� ,� KDYH� MXVW� WR� ORRN�DW�
P\VHOI�±�WKDW�LI�ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�EH�UHDOO\�XQLWHG�DERXW�VRPHWKLQJ��
OHW¶V�VD\�DERXW�D�FHUWDLQ�YLVLRQ�RI�$XURYLOOH�� ,�EHOLHYH� WKDW� WKHQ�
PDQ\�WKLQJV�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�SRVVLEOH��7KH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�LWVHOI�
would be compelled to acknowledge it.

Audience: <RX�ZRXOG�MXVW�KDYH�WR�ZRUN�D�ELW�RQ�WKH�IXQFWLRQ-
ing of your assembly to be able to do something that works.

(%LJ noise, everyone talking at the same time) 

Audience: :H�GLG�WU\�

Audience: <RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�PDQ\�UXOHV�
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Alain��,W�ZDV�WKH�JUHDW�PHULW�RI�WKLV�ODZ�QRW�WR�KDYH�WRR�PDQ\�
UXOHV��SUHFLVHO\�WR�SUHVHUYH�VSDFHV�IRU�OLEHUW\��7KH�SUREOHP�LV�WKDW�
we are not able to use them much. We have to admit that, here, 
UXOHV�GRQ¶W�UHDOO\�ZRUN��:KDW�FRXQWV�PRUH�LV�D�FHUWDLQ�VSLULW��DQG�
WKH�VSLULW��\RX�KDYH�LW�RU�\RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�LW��,W�LV�QRW�HDV\�

Audience: One of the last things you said is that without this 
law, perhaps the small panchayats (local village governments) 
would be trying to control Auroville. This is a remark that struck 
me and I said to myself: Maybe this is the deeper reason why 
Mother allowed this war with the SAS to happen: to create a 
situation leading to a law which prevents this kind of things from 
happening and which protects Auroville.

Alain��,W� LV�SRVVLEOH��,�DJUHH��,Q�DQ\�FDVH��,�FDQ�UHFDOO�VRPH-
WKLQJ�� WKH� UHPDUN� PDGH� E\� 0DKDMDQ� ZKHQ� ,� DVNHG� KLP� ZKDW�
KH� UHPHPEHUHG�RI� WKH�ZKROH� VWRU\��+H� WROG�PH�� ³,� QRZ�KDUGO\�
UHPHPEHU�DQ\WKLQJ��H[FHSW�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�PLUDFOH�´�7KH�WKUHH�RI�XV�
who were witnesses were like dumbfounded because it was a kind 
of absolute record: A bill which was not even drafted on August 
20th�ZDV�YRWHG�E\�ERWK�KRXVHV�RI�3DUOLDPHQW�RQ�6HSWHPEHU��th, 
DQG�E\�D�IXOO�XQDQLPRXV�/RN�6DEKD���,�PXVW�VD\�WKDW�LW�LV�VRPH-
thing inconceivable, and I don’t think it has ever happened before 
and I don’t know if it will happen in the future. Something hap-
SHQHG�WKHQ�DQG�WKHUH�DQG�RQH�FDQQRW�EXW�IHHO�LW�YHU\�VWURQJO\��7KH�
RWKHU�LPSRUWDQW�SRLQW�LV�WKDW�LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHUZDUGV��WKH�SROLWLFDO�
situation became such that nothing would have happened: in the 
QH[W�3DUOLDPHQW�VHVVLRQ��WKHUH�ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�VDOYRV�RI�WKH�%RIRUV�
scandal, which in fact marked the beginning of the end for Rajiv 
*DQGKL��ZKR�ZDV�YRWHG�RXW�LQ�WKH�HOHFWLRQV�RI�������6R�ZH�FDQ�
VD\�WKDW�LW�ZDV�WKH�RQH�DQG�RQO\�SRVVLEOH�PRPHQW��7KH�3DUOLDPHQW�
ZDV�DOVR�QRW�UHDG\�WR�UHQHZ�DJDLQ�WKH�WHPSRUDU\�$XURYLOOH�$FW��VR�
LW�ZDV�WKH�VROH�ZLQGRZ�RI�RSSRUWXQLW\��WKH�RQO\�PRPHQW�ZKHUH�LW�
ZDV�\HW�SRVVLEOH��,W�LV�ZK\�0DKDMDQ�FDPH�WR�WHOO�XV�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�
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not sleep at night, because he knew that, after September 5th, after 
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VXPPHU�SDUOLDPHQWDU\�VHVVLRQ��LW�ZRXOG�EH�WRR�ODWH��
I must admit that, when we were up there in Delhi, it did look like 
DQ�LPSRVVLEOH�WDVN��KRZ�FRXOG�ZH�KRSH"�$QG�\HW�LW�GLG�KDSSHQ��
7KLV� LV�ZK\�QR�RQH�FDQ�SUHYHQW�PH� WKLQNLQJ� WKDW�� DW� WKDW� WLPH��
there was an obvious manifestation of that Force which made that 
miracle happen. 

Now, how we deal with it, how the Government deals with it, 
WKLV�LV�SDUW�RI�KXPDQ�KLVWRU\�DQG�,�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�VD\��0D\EH�,�
RQO\�KDYH�D�UHJUHW�WKDW�ZH�FRXOG�QRW�GR�EHWWHU��%XW�WKHQ�LW�LV�TXLWH�
RIWHQ�OLNH�WKDW��7KLQJV�GRQ¶W�WXUQ�RXW�DV�ZH�KRSH�DQG�HYHQ�RQH�FDQ�
imagine that it could have been worse.

5RG�WROG�PH�VRPHWKLQJ�UHFHQWO\��VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH��³3HRSOH�GRQ¶W�
UHDOL]H�� WKH\�JR�RQ�FRPSODLQLQJ�DERXW�$XURYLOOH�EXW� WKH\�GRQ¶W�
UHDOL]H�WKDW�LW�FRXOG�EH�PXFK�ZRUVH�´

And in fact I do feel there is something to that.

Applause
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